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Sgt. 1st Class Rich Stayskal, who’s battling stage IV cancer, and his wife, Meg, arrive on Capitol Hill in Washington on Dec. 13. 


ONE LAST FIGHT 

Green Beret says military doctors failed to detect his cancer. 
Now he seeks to amend doctrine to hold government accountable 


By Dianna Cahn 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — If there’s one skill that’s kept Sgt. 1st Class 
Rich Stayskal going for more than a decade in Special Forces it’s 
his ability to keep his eyes on the end game. 

It helped the former Marine recover 
from a gunshot wound to his lung while 
fighting in Iraq and go on to become 
a Green Beret two years later. And 
it helps explain how this 37-year-old 
father of two with terminal stage IV 
metastatic lung cancer that has spread 
to his spine, neck, pelvis, lymph nodes, 
liver, spleen and hip is willing to forgo 
much-needed rest and precious time 
with his daughters to lobby Congress 
for change. 

Had his military doctors diagnosed 
him properly, Stayskal believes he 
would be cancer-free today. Instead, he 
says, they failed to flag his cancer when 
it appeared visibly on a scan in Janu¬ 
ary 2017, and again failed to inform 
him about it four months later when he 


was passing out and coughing up blood. He was so sick that his 
commanding officer at Fort Bragg walked across base with him 
to Womack Army Medical Center to demand a waiver so Stayskal 
could get a faster appointment with a civilian pulmonologist. By 
the time he got seen in June, the cancer had spread. 

Now, it could very well kill him. 

But Stayskal doesn’t dwell on that. 
He also isn’t focused on trying to make 
a case for trial because he knows it al¬ 
most certainly wouldn’t be heard. An 
obscure but entrenched rule known as 
the Feres doctrine prohibits military 
servicemembers from suing the gov¬ 
ernment for anything — even medi¬ 
cal malpractice. To make things right, 
Stayskal instead spends his time be¬ 
tween bouts of chemotherapy challeng¬ 
ing the Feres doctrine — so that the 
next servicemember doesn’t end up in 
his shoes. 

He and his wife, Meg, leave the kids 
home in North Carolina and fly up to 
Washington every few weeks or months 
to meet with lawmakers. 

SEE FIGHT ON PAGE 4 



Navy Lt. Rebekah Daniel, shown with 
her husband, Walt, in Honolulu in 2009, 
died following childbirth at Naval Hospital 
Bremerton in Washington in 2014. 

Courtesy of Walt Daniel 


Trump rejects 
plan to reopen 
government 

By Catherine Lucey 

and Darlene Superville 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Monday reject¬ 
ed the suggestion that he tempo¬ 
rarily reopen government while 
negotiations continue on his pro¬ 
posed border wall, signaling no 
speedy resolution to the partial 
government shutdown now into a 
fourth week. 

Leaving the White House for a 
trip to New Orleans, Trump said 
he had dismissed the proposal 
from Republican Sen. Lindsey 
Graham to reopen for several 
weeks and continue dealing with 
Democrats over Trump’s long- 
promised wall on the U.S.-Mexico 
border. 

“I did reject it, yes,” Trump 
said. “I’m not interested. I want 
to get it solved. I don’t want to just 
delay it.” 

Trump also backed farther 
away from the idea of declaring a 
national emergency as an escape 
hatch, saying: “I’m not looking to 
call a national emergency. This is 
so simple we shouldn’t have to.” 

As Congress returned to Wash¬ 
ington for their second week of 
legislative business since House 
control reverted to Democrats, 
the shutdown hit Day 24, affect¬ 
ing federal workers and services 
with no end in sight. Trump has 
demanded $5.7 billion for his long- 
promised wall, while Democrats, 
who oppose the wall as both im¬ 
moral and wasteful, insist Trump 
reopen the government before 
they negotiate border security. 
SEE TRUMP ON PAGE 7 


I did reject it, yes. 
I’m not interested. 

I want to get it 
solved. I don’t want 
to just delay it. f 

President Donald Trump 
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Air Force demolishing Aviano's Area 2 in Italy 



Above and right: An excavator rips apart buildings on Area 2 of Aviano Air Base, Italy, on Jan. 7. 


By Norman Llamas 

Stars and Stripes 

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy 
— The Air Force has begun de¬ 
molishing a 13-acre parcel near 
the air base here used by Ameri¬ 
can servicemembers for seven de¬ 
cades before being shut down for 
good about three years ago. 

The Air Force padlocked the 
gates to the property known as 
Area 2 in 2016, but basic upkeep 
still costs about $675,000 annu¬ 
ally, base officials said. 

“Since it was closed, there were 
no solid future usage plans pre¬ 
sented by either our Italian hosts 
or any U.S. Air Force unit here,” 
said Lt. Col. Glenn Cameron, the 
31st Fighter Wing’s Civil Engineer 
Squadron commander. 

Area 2 first opened in the 1950s. 
Thousands of servicemembers 
used the site, which included sin¬ 
gle airman dormitories, a gym, 
education center, library and the 
base’s thrift store. 

Earlier this month, Facebook 
user Roy Barnes posted pic¬ 
tures of sunlit piles of rubble on 
the base to a group called “Old 
Aviano,” saying Area 2 was “dis¬ 
appearing very quickly.” Others 
have since commented to ex¬ 
press sadness or share fond rec¬ 
ollections of the place where they 


Correction 

A Jan. 10 story about the 
court-martial acquittal of 
Sgt. 1st Class Jessica Bar- 
boza should have said that 
at least four of nine mili¬ 
tary jurors had to agree to 
acquit. 


once lived, ate or worked out. 

Several said their goodbyes to 
their dorm buildings or the fire 
station, and a few mentioned the 
gym, long the only indoor fitness 
facility on the base before a new 
facility opened on the flight line. 
Some said they had been happy 
to eat at the canteen for Italian 
workers, which was located on 
that part of the base before it, 
too, relocated to a new building 
on the flight line. 

“The ‘Buon Appetito’ Din¬ 
ing Facility. Ate many the meal 


there,” wrote Facebook user Mi¬ 
chael E. Logan. “It was more ex¬ 
pensive than the chow hall, but 
you get what you pay for ... never 
disappointed!” 

Since Area 2’s closure, commu¬ 
nity members have debated pos¬ 
sible uses for the property. 

“All options are open, but until 
definitive plans are made for fu¬ 
ture use of the property, it will re¬ 
main closed as just a grassy field,” 
Cameron said. 

It was marked for closure in part 
because dormitories built in the 


1990s were constructed only a few 
feet from the compound’s fence 
line. That became a force protec¬ 
tion concern when the military 
adopted new anti-terrorism regu¬ 
lations just a few years after the 
dormitories were first occupied. 

The Air Force attempted to gain 
control of the street along much of 
the compound’s fence line, which 
separates the area from Area 1, 
but the local community resisted 
and the plan was scrapped. 

The building demolition project 
inside the compound has a budget 



of roughly $1.3 million, Cameron 
said. The project was closely coor¬ 
dinated with both Italian military 
officials and local community of¬ 
ficials, he said. 

“We are working in close part¬ 
nership with our NATO partners 
on this project,” Cameron said. 
“It’s important for us to be able to 
balance the mission and the peo¬ 
ple’s comfort as we try to be fair to 
both our community and the U.S. 
taxpayers.” 

llamas.norman@stripes.com 
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PACIFIC _ 

2 Chinese firms said to 
eye Subic Bay shipyard 



Kevin A. FuNN/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Aircrewman 1st Class Mike Burnett, right, and crew members 
of Patrol Squadron 47 fly over the East China Sea on Jan. 7. The 
squadron is taking part in Exercise Sea Dragon on Guam. 

US, Australian forces 
on Guam to practice 
anti-submarine warfare 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

The Chinese are seeking a 
commercial foothold in a strate¬ 
gic port that was once the United 
States’ largest naval facility in the 
Far East. 

A pair of Chinese firms are in 
the running to take control of a 
massive shipyard in Subic Bay 
from South Korea’s Hanjin Group, 
local media reported Saturday. 

The harbor, once known as 
Naval Base Subic Bay, was home 
to thousands of U.S. sailors and 
their families before the Navy left 
in 1992. It’s still a regular port 
call for U.S. warships and Ma¬ 
rines who practice beach landings 
nearby in Zambales province. 

Subic’s importance has grown 
in recent years amid Chinese ef¬ 
forts to build military facilities on 
artificial islands and claim sover¬ 
eignty over territory to the west 
in the South China Sea. 

News about the Chinese invest¬ 
ment plans was met with alarm 
by former Philippines navy chief 
Vice Adm. Alexander Pama, who 
wrote about them Saturday on 
Facebook. 

“This is a VERY SIGNIFI¬ 
CANT NATIONAL SECURITY 
ISSUE! The ownership of Han¬ 
jin shipyard in Subic bay will 
give the owners unlimited ac¬ 
cess to one of our most strategic 
geographic Naval and Maritime 
asset,” he said. “Although it is 
a commercial shipyard, noth¬ 
ing can prevent the owners from 
making it into a de-facto Naval 
base and a maritime facility for 
other security purposes! Let us 


The Chinese are 
dangling money but 
Filipinos are mainly 
loyal to the U.S. f 

Patricio Abinales 

Philippines expert at 
the University of Hawaii 


all be aware and wary of the se¬ 
rious security and other strategic 
implications of this issue! I urge 
our patriotic business community 
and the government not to allow 
Hanjin Shipyard to fall into the 
wrong hands!” 

Hanjin Philippines has de¬ 
faulted on $412 million in loans, 
owes $900 million to South Ko¬ 
rean creditors and recently de¬ 
clared bankruptcy, according 
to the Philippine Daily Inquirer 
newspaper. 

But the Chinese need a local 
partner to take control of the 
shipyard, said Patricio Abinales, 
a Philippines expert at the Uni¬ 
versity of Hawaii. The concern 
is that a partner might be associ¬ 
ated with Philippines President 
Rodrigo Duterte, who has sought 
closer ties to China, he said. 

“The Chinese are dangling 
money but Filipinos are mainly 
loyal to the U.S.,” Abinales said. 
“There’s sentimental loyalty of 
Filipinos about Subic but proba¬ 
bly Duterte will just ignore that.” 

Relations between the U.S. and 
the Philippines have warmed 
since hitting a low point in 2016 


when Duterte hurled insults at 
then-President Barack Obama. 
However, there doesn’t seem to be 
much urgency to fully implement 
an agreement to build facilities 
for U.S. forces visiting the coun¬ 
try, with few projects announced 
after four years. 

China has set up commercial 
and military operations in other 
places where U.S. forces operate 
overseas. In 2015, as U.S. Marines 
were building a rotational pres¬ 
ence in Australia’s Northern Ter¬ 
ritory, the government granted a 
99-year lease for the Port of Dar¬ 
win to a Chinese company. That 
same year the Chinese acquired 
a 99-year lease on a failing Sri 
Lankan port near Indian Ocean 
shipping lanes that had been fi¬ 
nanced with Chinese loans. 

In 2017, the People’s Liberation 
Army Navy established its first 
overseas base in the African na¬ 
tion of Djibouti just a few miles 
from Camp Lemonnier. 

The U.S. and its allies engaged 
in diplomacy in numerous small 
South Pacific nations last year to 
head off Chinese efforts to estab¬ 
lish a presence in that region. 

Brad Glosserman, a China 
expert and visiting professor at 
Tokyo’s Tama University, said ev¬ 
erything China does is being seen 
through a prism of bilateral com¬ 
petition with the United States. 

“I’m not going to lose any sleep 
over this, but a lot of people are 
going to be up in arms about it,” he 
said of the Subic plans. “Duterte’s 
not going to be president for life.” 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

Units from the U.S. Navy and 
the Royal Australian Air Force 
gathered on Guam to begin hon¬ 
ing anti-submarine warfare skills 
in a multi-national exercise. 

Exercise Sea Dragon is a joint 
anti-submarine warfare exercise 
conducted from Andersen Air 
Force Base. 

Navy Patrol Squadrons 47 and 
16 and Submarine Squadron 15 
are taking part in the 11-day ex¬ 
ercise, according to a Navy state¬ 
ment issued Sunday. 

Exercise Sea Dragon enhances 
maritime patrol relationships in 
the western Pacific and builds 
proficiency in anti-submarine 
warfare, Capt. Brian Erickson, 
Task Force 72 commander, said 
in the statement. 

Task Force 72 oversees patrol, 


reconnaissance and surveillance 
forces in support of the 7th Fleet. 

Both U.S. and Australian units 
will put sub-hunting P-8A Posei¬ 
don aircraft to work tracking live 
and simulated targets during the 
exercise. 

“Being a multi-national exer¬ 
cise, our goal is to work closely 
with our Pacific allies and to con¬ 
tinue to foster relationships in the 
region,” Lt. Cmdr. Korhan Orgun, 
the VP-47 officer-in-charge dur¬ 
ing the exercise, said in the Navy 
statement. “We’ll do this through 
[anti-submarine warfare] events 
and learning to work together 
more efficiently.” 

Exercise Sea Dragon demon¬ 
strates the U.S. and its Pacific 
allies’ commitment to a free and 
open Indo-Pacific, according to 
the statement. 

lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: CLopez_Stripes 


Report: US planning its lst-ever missile test around Okinawa 


The drills are seen as a deterrent against 
Chinese aircraft carriers and warships, 
specifically, Japan’s Sankei newspaper said. 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AYA ICHIHASHI 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — 
The U.S. military has informed 
the Japan Self-Defense Forces 
of plans to conduct a missile test 
around Okinawa later this year 
as a deterrent against an increas¬ 
ingly assertive China, according 
to Japan’s Sankei newspaper. 

It is unclear when the test will 
take place but it will reportedly 
feature two systems: the Army’s 
High-Mobility Artillery Rocket 
System — known as HIMARS 
— and the Army Tactical Mis¬ 
sile System — or ATACMS — the 
paper reported Jan. 3 without cit¬ 
ing sources. 

HIMARS is a long-range, mo¬ 
bile, land-based launch system 
capable of targeting ships at 
sea. ATACMS, which is made by 
Lockheed Martin, has a range of 
approximately 186 miles. 

This would be the first mis¬ 
sile test in or around the south¬ 
ern Japanese island prefecture 
of Okinawa, Ministry of Defense 


officials told Stars and Stripes, 
without confirming the drill 
would take place. The HIMARS 
system was first deployed in 
Japan by the 3rd Marine Division 
in August 2017 during Northern 
Viper exercises on the northern 
island of Hokkaido. 

Ministry officials declined to 
comment on the report. U.S. Forc¬ 
es Japan officials referred Stars 
and Stripes’ inquiry to the U.S. 
Army, which did not respond. 

The HIMARS launcher report¬ 
edly will be shipped to Okinawa 
by cargo aircraft and operated by 
soldiers from the U.S. Army’s 1st 
Infantry Division, which is head¬ 
quartered at Fort Riley, Kan., the 
Sankei report said. The drills are 
seen as a deterrent against Chi¬ 
nese aircraft carriers and war¬ 
ships, specifically, Sankei said. 

China, a communist nation of 
1.3 billion, has become increas¬ 
ingly assertive in the Indo-Pacif- 
ic region in recent years, fueled 
by strong economic growth and 
military technology, which has 
helped it modernize its forces and 
branch out into new territories in 


hopes of supplanting the U.S. as 
the region’s dominant force. 

The Chinese have built and mil¬ 
itarized man-made islands across 
the South China Sea. Freedom- 
of-navigation patrols by the U.S. 
Navy have led to saber-rattling by 
Chinese military officials. 

Disputes in the East China Sea 
have further complicated mat¬ 
ters, with China claiming the 
resource-rich Senkaku islands, 
which are also claimed by Japan 
and Taiwan. Successive U.S. pres¬ 
idents have said the islands will 
be protected under the U.S-Japan 
security alliance, but that hasn’t 
stopped China from buzzing Ja¬ 
pan’s contiguous zone — just out¬ 
side its territorial waters — with 
ships, submarines and aircraft. 

Japan Air Self-Defense Force 
pilots were forced to sortie 500 


times in response to Chinese 
aircraft incursions in fiscal year 
2017, which started in April 2017 
and ran through March 2018, the 
ministry said. The number was 
up in the first half of FY 2018 to 
345 times. 

Five submarines have been 
spotted entering Japan’s con¬ 
tiguous zone since 2013, Defense 
Ministry officials told Stars and 
Stripes in 2018. A Chinese air¬ 
craft carrier passed between 
Okinawa’s main island and Mi- 
yako Island in 2016, along with 
18 Chinese aircraft in 2017 and 
seven by May 2018. 

Chinese ships intruded into 
Japan’s territorial waters near 
the Senkakus 36 times in 2016, 29 
times in 2017 and eight times in 
the first three month of 2018, the 
ministry said in its annual 2018 


white paper. 

The incidents often lead to 
protests from Japanese diplo¬ 
mats that have not stopped the 
intrusions. 

Due to the threat, Japan has in¬ 
creased its defense budget to re¬ 
cord levels. In December, Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe’s Cabinet 
approved a record $240 billion for 
military equipment over the next 
five years, which is about $17.8 
billion more than earlier budget¬ 
ing, ministry documents found on 
its website said. 

Japan’s Self-Defense Forces 
has also increased training with 
the U.S. and other regional allies 
in exercises like Talisman Saber 
in Australia and Rim of the Pa¬ 
cific in Hawaii. 

In July, the Japan Ground Self- 
Defense Force deployed surface- 
to-ship missiles and participated 
in joint training with U.S. Army 
HIMARS for the first time at 
RIMPAC, Sankei reported. 

Stars and Stripes correspondent Hana 
Kusumoto contributed to this report. 
burke.matt@stripes.com 
ichihashi.aya@stripes.com 
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Marine force poised for quick Africa deployment 



Katelyn HuNTER/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


U.S. Marines and sailors with Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force-Crisis 
Response-Africa carry a simulated casualty during a full-mission profile rehearsal in 
Tifnit, Morocco, on Dec. 1. 


By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 

MORON, Spain — The U.S. Marines 
here sprint the Spanish hills daily, charging 
past palm trees and through lush fields in a 
regimen built all around being ready for the 
absolute worst in some of the world’s most 
dangerous places. 

If a sudden crisis happens in Africa, 
they’re likely the first to go. 

It’s an important mission, said Sgt. Jo¬ 
seph Czajkowski, a joint fires observer with 
the Marine Corps’ ultraready task force in 
southern Europe. 

“If coalition forces get into a tight bind in 
Africa, we would be able to support them. 
Or an aircraft goes down, we can go get 
them,” Czajkowski said. “The more support 
for this region, the better.” 

The task force was developed in the wake 
of the 2012 Benghazi attacks on U.S. dip¬ 
lomatic buildings in Libya, which resulted 
in the deaths of four Americans, including 
U.S. Ambassador Chris Stevens. It was a 
wake-up call for U.S. Africa Command, 
which lacked its own forces at the ready to 
send in case of an emergency. 

Enter Special Purpose Marine Air 
Ground Task Force-Crisis Response-Af¬ 
rica, a rotational unit based in Moron and 
Sigonella, Italy, which was established in 
2013. 

The unit of about 1,000 Marines formed 
in time to aid an emergency embassy evac¬ 
uation in Tripoli in 2014. But most of the 
time, the job for Marines here is all about 
staying ready, even when the odds of being 


called into action are slim. 

The challenge is staying sharp, which the 
Marines said they do by keeping a high op¬ 
erational tempo that involves lots of time on 
the range firing weapons and training for 
fights that can take unpredictable turns. 

“Daily life for us is: We wake up, do phys¬ 
ical training, do the plan of the day, what¬ 
ever it is — we do a lot of field (operations) 
while we’re here — then eventually make 
our way back to the barracks,” Czajkowski 
said. “We spend a lot of time working with 
other forces here.” 

In the six years since it was stood up, 


the unit has also trained with many Afri¬ 
can militaries in a variety of roles, such as 
logistics training in Uganda, small-arms 
and intelligence training in Tunisia and 
transportation training in Ghana. Just last 
month, a team of Marines went down to Mo¬ 
rocco to respond to a mock crisis. 

They have yet to respond to another 
Benghazi-like attack, but if the attacks were 
to happen today, it would be a matter of only 
hours before the Marines could reinforce 
an embassy in the continent’s north, where 
militant groups are active, said Col. Thomas 
Dodds, the task force commander. 


In such an emergency, the Marines could 
also provide a quick-reaction force or evac¬ 
uate casualties, Dodds said. 

To maintain this state of vigilance, scout 
snipers routinely train with their Spanish 
counterparts. In a typical recent training 
scenario, after the shooting out of a Spanish 
armored vehicle, the snipers sprinted to the 
next station to fire at targets at an unknown 
distance. 

There were simulated ambushes, close- 
quarters pistol fights and mock battles 
using Spanish G-36 carbines and sniper 
rifles. At the end, the Marines had to hike 
up a hill to shoot at targets even further in 
the distance. 

Though the training involved lots of run¬ 
ning, hill-climbing and high-stress situa¬ 
tions, the Marines took it in stride. 

“I had a great time here,” Cpl. Jackson 
Sluder said. “We love doing what we do. 
Working with the Spanish is great too. They 
treat us really well, and we respect their 
skillset.” 

And Spain is a pretty comfortable place 
to be deployed, the Marines said. Many 
speak the language, including native Span¬ 
ish speaker Lt. Steven Barrios, a joint ter¬ 
minal attack controller. 

Translators are available, but speaking 
directly with their Spanish partners makes 
the job easier, Barrios said. 

“It helps me to talk to their marines and 
Spanish officers and form a relationship 
with them,” he said. 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 


Fight: Feres can be overturned only by an 
act of Congress or a ruling by the high court 



Courtesy of Richard Stayskal 


Sgt 1st Class Rich Stayskal poses with his weapon during a 
deployment to Iraq in 2009. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“I will deal with the cancer 
when I have to,” he told aides to 
Rep. Ted Lieu, D-Calif., during a 
trip to Capitol Hill in December. 
“But I am using this time to fight 
for justice.” 

After he was diagnosed, the 
Stayskals say they sought in vain 
to get answers from Womack 
about how this could happen, what 
kind of investigation was done or 
if anyone was disciplined for these 
medical failures that left him ter¬ 
minally ill. 

A Womack spokesman declined 
to comment on the Stayskal case 
but said the hospital is committed 
to quality care. 

The Stayskals found attorney 
Natalie Khawam, of the Whistle¬ 
blower Law Firm in Tampa, Fla., 
and they learned that there were 
only two ways to change Feres: an 
act of Congress or a ruling by the 
Supreme Court. 

Khawam started crafting ar¬ 
guments she hopes to present be¬ 
fore the Supreme Court. At the 
same time, they began canvassing 
Congress — telling his story one 
meeting at a time — and gather¬ 
ing nearly 90,000 signatures on a 
Change.Org petition urging law¬ 
makers to amend the doctrine. 

“Why should soldiers be denied 
recourse just because they are on 
active duty if they are injured or 
killed while getting ordinary (non¬ 
combat-related) medical care?” 
the petition asks. 


The Department of Defense 
says there are quality assurance 
safeguards in place to prevent 
bad medicine and that Feres 
serves an important purpose. The 
rule, which has been upheld for 
more than 68 years, was meant to 
maintain a “no-fault” compensa¬ 
tion system in the military where 
combat-related deaths and inju¬ 
ries are possible. 

Stayskal believes that Feres 
has become a shield that protects 
doctors practicing poorly on sol¬ 
diers in U.S. hospitals far away 
from the battlefield. 

He’s not the only one. Another 
Feres petition filed by Walt Dan¬ 
iel, whose wife, Navy Lt. Rebekah 
Daniel, died in childbirth at Naval 
Hospital Bremerton in 2014, is 
currently before the Supreme 
Court. If heard, it will be the first 
time the Supreme Court consid¬ 
ers Feres in more than 30 years. 

“This fight is not just for our 
family but for countless future 
military servicemembers and 
their families,” Daniel said. 

The Stayskals didn’t initially 
recognize the magnitude of their 
effort and how much time it would 
consume away from the girls. 

“It sets a good example for our 
kids that it’s worth it to fight for 
things to be fixed, no matter how 
hard the fight is,” Stayskal said. 

They’ve come to realize that 
he’s fighting a battle for a future 
that’s bigger than him — one he 
might not live to see. 


The doctrine 

In 1950, four years after Con¬ 
gress enacted the Federal Tort 
Claims Act allowing for citizens to 
sue the government for damaging 
acts of negligence, the Supreme 
Court issued a ruling in Feres vs. 
the United States — combining 
three cases of harmed service- 
members — that determined that 
the tort claims act was not appli¬ 
cable for military members “in 
the course of activity incident to 
service.” 

The law made sense in the con¬ 
text of a nation coming off World 
War II that involved a mandatory 
draft and unsophisticated battle¬ 
field medicine. 

Since then, the court has inter¬ 
preted the Feres Doctrine to mean 
that no active-duty servicemember 
may sue the federal government 
regardless of the circumstances. 

The Supreme Court has over 
time given three rationales to sup¬ 
port the doctrine: 

■ The distinct relationship be¬ 
tween the government and the 
armed forces requires a uni¬ 
form system of compensation for 
servicemembers. 

■ Servicemembers receive a 
broad scope of benefits and enjoy 
no-fault compensation that offsets 
any need for tort. 

■ Allowing servicemembers 
lawsuits against the military could 
undermine military command 
order and discipline. 

Over the years, courts have up¬ 
held the Feres ruling, dismissing 


attempted lawsuits. The last time 
the Supreme Court took it up was 
in 1987 in the United States vs. 
Johnson, upholding the ruling 5 
justices to 4. In a scathing dissent, 
Justice Antonin Scalia wrote, 


“Feres was wrongly decided and 
heartily deserves the widespread, 
almost universal criticism it has 
received.” 

SEE FIGHT ON PAGE 5 
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MILITARY 


Fight: Supreme Court has declined 
subsequent petitions to reconsider Feres 



Courtesy of Walt Daniel 

Walt Daniel, now a retired Coast Guard officer, pins the Navy 
lieutenant junior grade rank on his wife, Rebekah, during her 
promotion ceremony in 2012. 

* Where is the accountability? Malpractice suits 
weed out the bad guys. * 

Natalie Khawam 

Whistleblower Law Firm 


FROM PAGE 4 

The Supreme Court has de¬ 
clined subsequent petitions to 
reconsider Feres, and many attor¬ 
neys are wary of taking cases like 
Stayskal’s because they are often 
dismissed before the merits can 
even be discussed. 

The cases are considered unwin- 
nable, said Khawam, Stayskal’s at¬ 
torney. “Lawyers say, ‘Don’t touch 
this case. You will lose your shirt.’ 
I didn’t go to Georgetown Law to 
take easy cases. I went to change 
policy and make things better.” 

A Defense Department spokes¬ 
woman, when asked about the 
cases, declined comment on spe¬ 
cifics but said the merits of Feres 
were sound and there were pro¬ 
tections in place to safeguard 
patients. 

“The military health system 
has a comprehensive program of 
quality assurance which applies 
equally to all cases of compensa¬ 
tion resulting from inadequate 
medical care,” Lt. Col. Carla 
Gleason said in a statement. “The 
system provides for peer review, 
including peer review external to 
DOD, to determine whether the 
standard of care was met and ac¬ 
countability for cases in which it 
was not. This includes reporting 
to the National Practitioner Data 
Bank, where information is avail¬ 
able to licensing bodies and future 
employers.” 

If Feres were reversed and 
members were allowed to sue, 
it “would likely bring defensive 
medicine practices into the mili¬ 
tary health care system,” she said. 
Additionally, it would diminish 
the value of combat injuries or 
deaths because those cases would 
be barred from suing while others 
would be allowed to sue. “Such an 
inequity toward members injured 
or killed in military operations 
could not be sustained,” Gleason 
stated. 

A ripe ruling 

Still, Khawam and others be¬ 
lieve the ruling is ripe for over¬ 
turning with more conservative 
Supreme Court justices ascribing 
to Scalia’s thinking. Their conver¬ 
sations with lawmakers suggest 
they have broad political support. 

After a meeting in November, 
Rep. Jackie Speier, D-Calif., who 
is expected to become chair¬ 
woman of the House Armed Ser¬ 
vices subcommittee on military 
personnel, told Stayskal she would 
bring the issue up as one of its first 
hearings. 

After meeting with aides, Stay¬ 
skal is slated to meet later this 
month with Sen. Jim Inhofe, 
R-Okla., who chairs the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. He 
hopes the meeting indicates In- 
hofe’s support for introducing a 
Senate bill. 

Daniel’s Supreme Court peti¬ 
tion was filed in October after the 
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
upheld a district court dismissal 
of the case. Still, his attorney, An¬ 
drew Hoyal, of the Luvera Law 
Firm in Seattle, was buoyed by 
the 9th Circuit’s opinion that all 
but called for a Supreme Court 
review. 


“As we have done many times 
before, we regretfully reach the 
conclusion that [Daniel’s] claims 
are barred by the Feres doctrine 
and, therefore, affirm” the dis¬ 
missal of the case, wrote Judge 
Michael Daly Hawkins. “Lieu¬ 
tenant Daniel served honorably 
and well, ironically professionally 
trained to render the same type of 
care that led to her death. If ever 
there were a case to carve out an 
exception to the Feres doctrine, 
this is it. But only the Supreme 
Court has the tools to do so.” 

In December, the justices asked 
for a government response to the 
Daniel petition, raising hope that 
they are considering taking the 
case. 

Rebekah Daniel 

It’s been five years since Re¬ 
bekah Daniel bled to death after 
childbirth, and Walt Daniel says 
he’s no closer to getting any an¬ 
swers on how it happened. 

His wife, known as Moani, had 
been a vibrant, healthy 33-year- 
old, a third-generation service- 
member who worked as a labor 
and delivery nurse in Naval Hos¬ 
pital Bremerton where she died. 
Daniel recalled that she gave birth 
to their baby girl, Victoria, held 
her for maybe 20 seconds and then 
suddenly there was a scramble. 
Hospital staff said they needed to 
work on her. Less than four hours 
later, he was told she didn’t make 
it. 

He sought information from of¬ 
ficials at the hospital, then from 
Navy leadership. A former Coast 
Guard lieutenant commander, 
Daniel says he knew how loss-of- 
life investigations should work. 
There should be a timeline, a team 
brought in to do analysis, an as¬ 
sessment of lessons learned. 

But he didn’t get answers. In¬ 
stead, Daniel says he saw “a sim¬ 
ple lack of compassion.” 

Working with Hoyal, he filed 
a wrongful death suit knowing it 
would be dismissed, along with 
the appeals that followed. 

“I realized the only way to get 
any answers would be a lawyer,” 
he said. “I knew it would be an 
uphill battle, but a battle worth 
fighting. Feres is an outdated 
and cookie-cutter answer for our 
rights as military members.” 

In the Supreme Court petition, 
Hoyal argues that Rebekah Dan¬ 
iel was not engaged in her military 
duties at the time of her death or 
while she was being treated at 
Bremerton. “She died because 
military doctors failed to follow 
basic standards of care for post¬ 
partum bleeding applicable to any 
health care provider, military or 
civilian, in treating mothers fol¬ 
lowing childbirth.” 

Had a civilian family member 
died in exactly the same circum¬ 
stances in the next room, that fam¬ 
ily could have brought a wrongful 
death claim, he said. “But because 
Rebekah Daniel wore the bars of 
a Navy lieutenant and served her 
country, her family is denied this 
right.” 

Her medical treatment had no 
relevance to her military service, 


so it should be held to the same 
standards as civilian medicine, 
he argues. 

Hoyal called Feres “one of the 
most criticized doctrines in U.S. 
history.” 

“It’s unjust,” he said. “It shields 
the government from having to 
answer for what happened.” 

In the autopsy results Dan¬ 
iel obtained, doctors attributed 
Moani’s death to a very rare blood 
disorder. But Hoyal said that con¬ 
clusion was “speculation” and 
without access to full records, 
and the ability to interview doc¬ 
tors and nurses involved, there is 
no way to ascertain what really 
happened. 

Daniel raised Victoria for five 
years alone and recently remar¬ 
ried. Still, he feels like he can’t 
fully move on until his questions 
are answered. 

“Finding answers is a huge part 
of healing — and an important 
tool for accountability and hospi¬ 
tal safety — but that information 
is not available to us simply be¬ 
cause Moani made the decision to 
serve her country,” Daniel said. “I 
feel like this is a fight for military 
members throughout the world 
— and also honoring the memory 
of my wife.” 

The national discussion 

Rich Stayskal tends to forget 
the brutal details of his illness, 
but his wife, Meg, is a walking 
encyclopedia. 

He’d been sick for months when 
he finally got to see the pulmo¬ 
nologist. He’d blacked out, Meg 
recalled, and they had to crack 
his chest just to get him breath¬ 
ing again during one emergency 
room visit. He was coughing up 
enough blood that he would wake 
up choking and feeling like he 
was drowning. Still, the doctors 
said its probably just walking 
pneumonia. 

When a pulmonologist finally 
did a biopsy, the diagnosis was 
clear. Stayskal was still under 
the effects of anesthesia. Meg 
couldn’t bear to tell him, so she 
asked the doctor to do it. 

“I remember they told me and 
I said, ‘OK, well, let’s get rid of 
this,”’ Stayskal said. “I was sad. I 
yelled. We cried, fought for a little 
bit. And then I was like ‘OK, let’s 
figure it out.’ ” 

There are moments when the 
illness does catch up with him. 
When Meg describes a particu¬ 
larly painful procedure to biopsy 
a mass in his spleen and plant 
markers in the tumor, he bounces 
his leg and stares into space. 

But mostly, he’s focused on try¬ 
ing to get his voice heard, and his 
fight is gaining momentum. The 
national nonprofit Iraq and Af¬ 
ghanistan Veterans of America 
supports Stayskal’s effort, send¬ 
ing a representative to some of 
his meetings with lawmakers. 

“You never want to see a situ¬ 
ation where a veteran feels they 
are being treated like they are 
disposable,” said IAVA CEO Paul 
Rieckhoff. “It’s really about the 
larger issue of how we respect 


and care for the people we ask to 
serve.” 

Stayskal could have just “rolled 
over and stayed home,” Rieckhoff 
said. Instead, he’s telling his story 
over and over, which is painful. 

“Rich is, I think, being ex¬ 
tremely courageous,” he said. 
“He’s serving again. He’s volun¬ 
teering his own personal story. 
He’s doing it at great physical and 
emotional, financial expense.” 

Khawam eventually hopes Stay- 
skal’s case reaches the Supreme 
Court, where she wants to argue 
that barring servicemembers and 
their families from suing over 
medical malpractice is unconsti¬ 
tutional and discriminatory. 

A convicted prisoner can sue 
for malpractice but a service- 
member cannot, she argues. She 
notes that the only doctors in the 


U.S. not required to maintain 
malpractice insurance are mili¬ 
tary doctors and civilian doctors 
working for the military. 

“Where is the accountability?” 
Khawam asked. “Malpractice 
suits weed out the bad guys.” 

She knows that the Supreme 
Court route is a long shot. But 
she’s since taken on other Feres 
malpractice cases and she’s 
working the legislative angle at 
the same time. She’s also plan¬ 
ning a march in April in Wash¬ 
ington to raise more awareness 
and pressure. 

“We need to keep our soldiers 
alive and safe,” she told Lieu’s 
aides during their meeting. “Let 
the same laws that apply to us 
apply to them.” 

cahn.dianna@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DiannaCahn 
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Afghanistan bomb kills 
at least 4; dozens hurt 



Massoud Hossaini/AP 


Men assist a wounded relative in a hospital in Kabul, Afghanistan, on 
Monday. 


Stars and Stripes 

A truck bomb that detonated 
near a compound for interna¬ 
tional workers in Kabul left at 
least four people dead and dozens 
more wounded, officials in the 
Afghan capital said Monday. 

The blast near the Green Vil¬ 
lage compound in Kabul’s po¬ 
lice district nine, which rattled 
windows throughout the capital, 
killed at least one civilian and 
three security forces personnel, 
Interior Ministry spokesman 
Najib Danish said on Twitter. It 
left at least 90 people wounded, 
including 23 children and 12 
women, he said. 

Dozens were taken to area hos¬ 
pitals, Health Ministry spokes¬ 


man Wahidullah Mayar told The 
Associated Press. 

At least 14 patients had been 
taken to the trauma hospital oper¬ 
ated by the Italian-based nonprof¬ 
it Emergency, the organization 
said in a statement posted online. 
Of those, four were admitted, six 
were treated and released, and 
four were dead on arrival, the 
statement said. 

Located in the northeastern 
part of Kabul, near the interna¬ 
tional airport, the Green Village 
camp features restaurants, a cafe, 
a spa, a juice bar and a business 
center, as well as 1,800 rooms to 
house international contractors, 
nongovernmental organizations 
and business people, according to 


its website. 

The blast occurred between 
the compound and the country’s 
customs department, the AP 
reported. 

All roads to the area were 
blocked by security forces, and an 
investigation had been launched 
to assess the damage, the news 
service reported, citing the office 
of Kabul’s police chief. 

Locals from throughout the 
city said on social media that they 
heard the blast and that it rattled 
windows miles away in neighbor¬ 
hoods in the capital’s northwest. 

Dozens of residences in the 
area of the blast were damaged, 
Danish said on Twitter. 

No one had yet claimed respon¬ 


sibility for the bombing as of late 
Monday, the AP reported, but 
both the Taliban militants and 
Islamic State have taken respon¬ 
sibility for deadly attacks in the 
capital in recent months. 

The Taliban, which has waged 
a 17-year insurgency against the 


Kabul government, have been 
carrying out near-daily attacks 
against Afghan forces recently 
despite stepped-up efforts by the 
United States to negotiate a peace¬ 
ful settlement to end the war. 

news@stripes.com 


Cargo plane crash in Iran kills 15, leaves 1 survivor 



France pledges 
$1 billion in aid 
to rebuild Iraq 


An Iranian rescue worker walks at the site of a Boeing 707 cargo plane crash at Fath Airport, about 25 
miles west of Tehran, Iran, on Monday. 


By Nasser Karimi 
and Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — A decades- 
old Iranian Boeing 707 military 
cargo plane reportedly carrying 
meat from Kyrgyzstan crashed 
on Monday while trying to land 
west of Iran’s capital, killing 15 
people on board and leaving a 
sole survivor, authorities said. 

The crash of the jetliner marked 
just the latest aviation disaster 
for Iran, which hoped to replace 
its aging fleet under terms of 
the 2015 nuclear deal with world 
powers. 

But instead, President Donald 
Trump’s withdrawal from the 
accord in May scuttled billions 
of dollars in planned sales by 
Airbus and Boeing Co. to the Is¬ 
lamic Republic, only increasing 
the danger for passengers in Iran 
planes. 

The aircraft, which bore the 
paint scheme of the Iranian air 
force’s civilian Saha Airlines, was 
making an emergency landing 
around 8:30 a.m. Monday at Fath 
Airport, an airfield controlled 
by Iran’s powerful paramilitary 
Revolutionary Guard. The plane 
skidded off the runway, crashed 
through a perimeter fence and 
into a residential neighborhood. 

Iranian state television aired 
images of smoke-charred homes 
and the fuselage of the aircraft 
lying on the ground in the neigh¬ 
borhood. Nearby was one of its 
landing gears, torn away. Small 
fires burned around it. 

The plane was meant to land at 
the nearby Payam International 
Airport, about 25 miles west of 
Tehran, the Iranian capital. 

Authorities did not immedi¬ 
ately offer a reason for the crew’s 
decision to land instead at Fath 
Airport. That airport is some 6.2 
miles southwest of Payam. Its 
runway is some 3,600 feet long, 
compared with Payam’s 11,800 


feet. In November, a commercial 
airline reportedly mistook Fath 
for Payam but was able to abort 
its landing. 

Iran’s state-run IRNA news 
agency later quoted an anony¬ 
mous aviation official saying 
Monday’s doomed flight likewise 
mistook Fath for Payam. 

Pirhossein Koulivand, the head 
of the country’s emergency medi¬ 
cal services, said that of the 16 
people on board the plane, only 
the flight engineer was known to 
have survived. IRNA reported all 
15 bodies of the crew who died 
had been recovered by Monday 
afternoon. 

Iran’s air force said in a state¬ 
ment that the fate of the crew, 
including their possible “mar¬ 


tyrdom,” is under investigation. 
It wasn’t immediately clear who 
owns the plane, though Gen. Sha- 
hin Taghikhani, an army spokes¬ 
man, told state TV that the plane 
and its crew were Iranian. 

Iranians often use the word 
“martyrdom” for those who die 
in war or national service. 

The plane reportedly was car¬ 
rying a cargo of meat from Bish¬ 
kek, Kyrgyzstan’s capital, to Iran. 
Since 2016, Iran has been import¬ 
ing meat from Kyrgyzstan, usual¬ 
ly via Saha. It imported 150 tons 
in 2016 and 350 tons in 2017. 

Saha Airlines operated one 
of the world’s last commercial 
flights of the Boeing 707, which 
was first manufactured in 1958 
and helped usher in the jet age. 


Hasan Shirvani, Mizan News Agency/AP 


The four-engine, narrow-body 
aircraft were built until 1979. 

Maintenance information re¬ 
garding the Boeing 707 that 
crashed Monday was not imme¬ 
diately available. However, Iran 
has struggled to obtain parts for 
its aging fleet of airlines, nearly 
all purchased during the time of 
Shah Mohammad Reza Pahla- 
vi and before the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution. 

Saha Airlines’ Boeing 707s suf¬ 
fered a previous fatal crash in 
April 2005 when a flight coming 
from the Kish island crash-land¬ 
ed at Mehrabad Airport in Teh¬ 
ran, killing three passengers. 

Iran has suffered a series of 
major aviation disasters in recent 
decades. 


Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — France is com¬ 
mitting $1.15 billion to help Iraq 
rebuild after its war against 
Islamic State, Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Jean-Yves Le Drian said 
Monday. 

Le Drian was in Baghdad on a 
busy day that also saw Iraq’s top 
officials receiving King Abdullah 
II of Jordan. 

The French diplomat said the 
aid would go to rebuilding Iraq’s 
most devastated areas. 

He also promised that France 
would support Iraq’s stability 
while seeking a rapid “political 
exit” from Syria, where France 
has deployed an estimated 200 
troops in the battle against the 
extremist group. 

“The situation in Syria has to 
stabilize, and we have to elimi¬ 
nate terrorism,” Le Drian said 
at a press conference with Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Mohamed 
Alhakim. 

France is a member of the U.S.- 
led international coalition that 
has defeated the militant group 
in most of its territory in Iraq and 
Syria. 

On Saturday, the U.S. began 
pulling equipment, but not troops, 
out of the country. An estimated 
2,000 U.S. troops are stationed in 
Syria. 

Iraq’s Planning Ministry last 
year estimated the cost of recon¬ 
struction at $88 billion. The coun¬ 
try was able to raise $30 billion at 
a donor conference in Kuwait in 
February. 

Alhakim thanked France for 
its assistance to Iraq’s minority 
Yezidi community. 

ISIS militants enslaved and 
killed thousands of Yezidis dur¬ 
ing their brief reign in north Iraq 
earlier this decade. 
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Trump tells reporters he 
never worked for Russia 


Evan Vucci/AP 

President Donald Trump talks with reporters on the South Lawn of 
the White House on Monday. “I never worked for Russia,” he said. 


By Darlene Superville 
and Jonathan Lemire 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump denied Monday he 
ever worked for Russia, answer¬ 
ing a question he declined to di¬ 
rectly address over the weekend. 

Speaking from the South Lawn 
before departing the White House 
for New Orleans, Trump called 
former FBI and Justice Depart¬ 
ment officials “known scoun¬ 
drels” and “dirty cops.” He was 
reacting to a New York Times 
report that law enforcement offi¬ 
cials began investigating, in 2017, 


whether Trump had been work¬ 
ing on behalf of Russia against 
U.S. interests. 

“I never worked for Russia,” 
he told reporters. Trump didn’t 
directly answer the question in a 
Saturday Fox News interview. 

“I think it’s the most insult¬ 
ing thing I’ve ever been asked,” 
Trump told Jeanine Pirro, a 
personal friend. “I think it’s the 
most insulting article I’ve ever 
had written, and if you read the 
article you’ll see that they found 
absolutely nothing.” 

Trump went on to assert that 
no president has taken a harder 
stance against Russia than he 


has. 

“If you ask the folks in Russia, 
I’ve been tougher on Russia than 
anybody else, any other ... prob¬ 
ably any other president, period, 
but certainly the last three or 
four presidents,” he said. 

White House aides expressed 
regret over the weekend that the 
president did not more clearly 
and forcefully deny being a Rus¬ 
sian agent when asked by the 
usually friendly Fox News host, 
according to three White House 
aides and Republicans close to the 
White House. The three spoke on 
condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to dis¬ 


cuss private conversations. 

Trump on Monday defended 
his decision to fire FBI Director 
James Comey, a move that has 


drawn the scrutiny of special 
counsel Robert Mueller. Trump 
called the Russia probe “a whole 
big fat hoax.” 



Trump: Democratic senator lauds GOP 
colleague’s proposal to reopen government 


‘Vitally important’ 
Mueller finish work, 
AG nominee to say 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s nominee for at¬ 
torney general will tell senators 
at his confirmation hearing “it 
is vitally important” that spe¬ 
cial counsel Robert Mueller be 
allowed to complete his Russia 
investigation, according to pre¬ 
pared remarks obtained by The 
Associated Press on Monday. 

“I believe it is in the best inter¬ 
est of everyone — the President, 
Congress, and, most importantly, 
the American people — that this 
matter be resolved by allowing 
the Special Counsel to complete 
his work,” William Barr will say. 

He will also address concerns 
that the results of Mueller’s in¬ 
vestigation into potential coordi¬ 
nation between the 2016 Trump 
presidential campaign and Rus¬ 
sia might never be disclosed, 
saying it is “very important” that 
Congress and the public be in¬ 
formed of the prosecution team’s 
findings. 

“For that reason, my goal will 
be to provide as much transpar¬ 
ency as I can consistent with the 
law,” Barr said. “I can assure you 
that, where judgments are to be 
made by me, I will make those 
judgments based solely on the law 
and will let no personal, political, 
or other improper interests influ¬ 
ence my decisions.” 

The remarks are an acknowl¬ 
edgment that Barr’s handling of 
Mueller’s investigation will take 
center stage at Tuesday’s hear¬ 
ing before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. They’re intended to 
reassure Democratic senators 
troubled by Barr’s past comments 
on the special counsel’s probe, in¬ 
cluding an unsolicited memo he 
sent the Justice Department last 
year criticizing the inquiry into 
whether the president had ob¬ 
structed justice. 



Attorney general nominee 
William Barr sent the Justice 
Department a memo last year 
criticizing the Mueller inquiry 
into whether President Donald 
Trump obstructed justice. 

He also previously said the 
president’s firing of FBI direc¬ 
tor James Comey was appropri¬ 
ate and that the Mueller team, 
criticized by Trump for including 
prosecutors who have contribut¬ 
ed to Democrats, should have had 
more “balance.” Those stances 
raised alarms that Barr could sti¬ 
fle the investigation as it reaches 
its final stages or make decisions 
that protect the president. Among 
the questions that might confront 
a new attorney general would be 
whether to approve a subpoena 
for the president if he refuses to 
answer additional questions, and 
whether to disclose to Congress 
whatever report or conclusions 
Mueller turns in. 

But Barr, who also moved to 
quell concerns during private 
meetings last week with lawmak¬ 
ers, will insist that Trump had 
“sought no assurances, promises, 
or commitments from me of any 
kind, either express or implied.” 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

From the White House, Trump 
argued that he alone was ready 
to negotiate, noting that a group 
of House and Senate Democrats 
were touring hurricane-ravaged 
Puerto Rico. 

“A lot of the Democrats were 
in Puerto Rico celebrating some¬ 
thing. I don’t know, maybe they’re 
celebrating the shutdown,” 
Trump said. 

Democratic House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi and Senate Minor¬ 
ity Leader Chuck Schumer were 
not on the trip to Puerto Rico. 
Pelosi spokesman Drew Hammill 
tweeted Monday: “Speaker Pelosi 
has been in DC all weekend work¬ 
ing from the Capitol.” 

Trump also targeted Pelosi and 
Schumer on Twitter, arguing that 
the shutdown “has become their, 
and the Democrats, fault!” But 
Trump weeks ago asserted that 
he would “own” the shutdown and 
polls show that he is taking most 
of the blame. 

Trump has kept Washington on 
edge over whether he would re¬ 
sort to an emergency declaration, 
citing what he says is a “crisis” 
of drug smuggling and the traf¬ 
ficking of women and children at 
the border. The president initially 
sounded as though such a move 
was imminent, but then pulled 
back. He has said several times 
since he first mentioned the idea 
in public this month that he pre¬ 
fers a legislative solution. 

A key question is how much 
more time is Trump willing to 
give lawmakers. Graham, who 
spoke with Trump by telephone 
on Sunday morning, said the leg¬ 
islative path “is just about shut 
off” and blamed intransigence by 
Pelosi. 

The speaker’s office had no im¬ 
mediate comment. 

Democrats oppose an emergen¬ 
cy declaration but may be power¬ 
less to block it. Some Republicans 


are wary, too, fearing how a fu¬ 
ture Democratic president might 
use that authority. Such a move, 
should Trump ultimately go that 
route, would almost certainly be 
challenged in the courts. 

Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del., called 
Graham’s idea to reopen the gov¬ 
ernment a “great place to start.” 

“I do think if we reopen the 
government, if the president ends 
this shutdown crisis, we have 
folks who can negotiate a respon¬ 
sible, modern investment in tech¬ 
nology that will actually make us 
safer,” Coons said. 

Trump says technology is nice, 
but that the border can’t be se¬ 
cured without a wall. 

The White House has been lay¬ 
ing the groundwork for an emer¬ 
gency declaration, which is feared 
by lawmakers in both parties. 

Senate Homeland Security 
Committee Chairman Ron John¬ 


son, R-Wis., said he’d “hate to see” 
a declaration issued because the 
wall wouldn’t get built, presum¬ 
ably because of legal challenges. 
Democrats voted in the past for 
border security and should again, 
he said. 

“I actually want to see this wall 
get built,” Johnson said. “I want 
to keep pressure on Democrats to 
actually come to the negotiating 
table in good faith and fund what 
they have supported in the past.” 

Graham favors a declaration 
and said the time for talk is run¬ 
ning out. 

“It’s the last option, not the first 
option, but we’re pretty close to 
that being the only option,” he 
said. 

Graham and Coons spoke on 
“Fox News Sunday” and Johnson 
appeared on CNN’s “State of the 
Union.” 
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Judge blocks Trump birth control rules 



Charles Dharapak/AP 


Margot Riphagen, of New Orleans, La., wears a birth control pills costume during a protest in front 
of the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington on March, 25, 2015. Trump administration rules allowing 
employers to opt out of providing free birth control have been blocked by a federal judge. 


By Sudhin Thanawala 

Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — A U.S. 
judge in California on Sunday 
blocked Trump administration 
rules, which would allow more 
employers to opt out of providing 
women with no-cost birth control, 
from taking effect in 13 states and 
Washington. 

Judge Haywood Gilliam grant¬ 
ed a request for a preliminary 
injunction by California, 12 other 
states and Washington. The plain¬ 
tiffs sought to prevent the rules 
from taking effect as scheduled 
Monday while a lawsuit against 
them moved forward. 

But Gilliam limited the scope 
of the ruling to the plaintiffs, re¬ 
jecting their request that he block 
the rules nationwide. 

The changes would allow more 
employers, including publicly 
traded companies, to opt out of 
providing no-cost contraceptive 
coverage to women by claiming 
religious objections. Some pri¬ 
vate employers could also object 
on moral grounds. 

California and the other states 
argue that women would be forced 
to turn to state-funded programs 
for birth control and experience 


unintended pregnancies. 

“The law couldn’t be more clear 
— employers have no business in¬ 
terfering in women’s healthcare 


decisions,” California Attorney 
General Xavier Becerra said in a 
statement Sunday. “Today’s court 
ruling stops another attempt by 


the Trump Administration to 
trample on women’s access to 
basic reproductive care. It’s 2019, 
yet the Trump Administration is 


still trying to roll back women’s 
rights. Our coalition will contin¬ 
ue to fight to ensure women have 
access to the reproductive health¬ 
care they are guaranteed under 
the law.” 

The U.S. Department of Justice 
said in court documents the rules 
“protect a narrow class of sincere 
religious and moral objectors 
from being forced to facilitate 
practices that conflict with their 
beliefs.” 

At issue is a requirement under 
President Barack Obama’s health 
care law that birth control ser¬ 
vices be covered at no additional 
cost. Obama officials included ex¬ 
emptions for religious organiza¬ 
tions. The Trump administration 
expanded those exemptions and 
added “moral convictions” as a 
basis to opt out of providing birth 
control services. 

At a hearing Friday, Gilliam 
said the changes would result in 
a “substantial number” of women 
losing birth control coverage, 
which would be a “massive policy 
shift.” 

The judge previously blocked 
an interim version of the rules 
— a decision that was upheld in 
December by an appeals court. 


Pompeo visits with Saudi prince 



Andrew Cabellero-Reynolds/AP 


Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, right, meets with U.S. 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo at the Royal Court in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia, on Monday 


By Matthew Lee 

Associated Press 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — The 
Trump administration expects 
Saudi Arabia to hold “every 
single person” responsible for 
the murder of journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi accountable, U.S. Sec¬ 
retary of State Mike Pompeo said 
Monday after talks with senior 
Saudi officials that also focused 
on Mideast crises and countering 
threats from Iran. 

Pompeo, speaking to report¬ 
ers at the end of a trip to Riyadh, 
said he had raised the Khashoggi 
case in his meetings with Saudi 
King Salman and Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman as well 
as other human rights concerns 
and the fate of women’s rights ac¬ 
tivists who have been detained in 
the kingdom. 

“We spoke about human rights 
issues here in Saudi Arabia, 
women activists,” he said. “We 
spoke about the accountabil¬ 
ity and the expectations that we 
have. The Saudis are friends, and 
when friends have conversations 
you tell them what your expecta¬ 
tions are.” 

“Our expectations have been 
clear from early on: Every single 
person who has responsibility for 
the murder of Jamal Khashog¬ 
gi needs to held accountable,” 
Pompeo said. He said the Sau¬ 
dis understood and had reiter¬ 
ated pledges to pursue the case 
wherever it leads. He would not 
comment on U.S. intelligence 
suggesting the crown prince may 
have ordered the killing. 

The relationship between Ri¬ 
yadh and Washington remains 


tense following Khashoggi’s bru¬ 
tal slaying and dismemberment 
at the Saudi Consulate in Istan¬ 
bul in October. Members of Mo¬ 
hammed’s entourage have been 
implicated in the killing, and 
U.S. lawmakers have demanded 
America pull back its support of 
the Saudi-led war in Yemen. 

On the detained female rights 
activists, Pompeo said the Saudis 
had committed that the “lawful 
judicial process would take place 
and they would do so quickly and 
that they would continue down 
that path.” 

Pompeo traveled to Saudi Ara¬ 
bia as part of a broader Middle 
East tour that has already taken 
him to Jordan, Iraq, Egypt, Bah¬ 
rain and the United Arab Emir¬ 
ates. He was to depart from the 


kingdom for Oman shortly after 
his meetings in Riyadh but can¬ 
celed plans to wrap up the trip in 
Kuwait on Tuesday due to a death 
in his family. 

At each stop, Pompeo has 
sought to reassure Arab leaders 
that President Donald Trump’s 
decision to withdraw U.S. forces 
from Syria does not mean Wash¬ 
ington is abandoning the Middle 
East or the fight against Islamic 
State. 

Pompeo said he believed he 
had been successful in explaining 
Trump’s position despite a lack of 
detail on exactly how and when 
the withdrawal will take place 
and differences with Turkey over 
the fate of U.S.-backed Syrian 
Kurdish fighters after American 
forces leave. 


Trump: US will hurt Turkey 
economically if it hits Kurds 


By Deb Riechmann 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s warning that 
if Turkey attacks U.S.-backed 
Kurdish forces in Syria, the Unit¬ 
ed States will “devastate Turkey 
economically” has drawn a sharp 
response from Ankara and Presi¬ 
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
spokesman. 

Trump’s decision to pull Amer¬ 
ican troops out of Syria has left 
the United States’ Kurdish allies 
in the war against Islamic State 
vulnerable to an attack from 
Turkey. Ankara views the U.S.- 
backed Syrian Kurdish forces as 
terrorists aligned with insurgents 
inside Turkey. 

Turkey’s presidential spokes¬ 
man, Ibrahim Kalin, responded 
to Trump on Twitter by saying, 
“Terrorists can’t be your part¬ 
ners & allies.” He also insisted 
that Turkey “fights against ter¬ 
rorists, not Kurds” as a people. 

In Sunday’s tweet, Trump also 
warned the Kurdish forces not to 
“provoke Turkey.” 

The U.S. withdrawal has begun 
with shipments of military equip¬ 
ment, U.S. defense officials said. 
But in coming weeks, the con¬ 
tingent of about 2,000 troops is 
expected to depart even as the 
White House says it will keep 
pressure on the ISIS network. 

Once the troops are gone, the 
U.S. will have ended three years 
of organizing, arming, advising 
and providing air cover for Syr¬ 
ian, Kurdish and Arab fighters 
in an open-ended campaign de- 



Hussein Malla/AP 


Syrians ride on a motorcycle 
past a checkpoint of Kurdish 
internal security forces in 
Manbij, northern Syria, in March 
2018. The U.S. and Turkey are 
at odds over the Kurdish forces. 

vised by the Obama administra¬ 
tion to deal the militants a lasting 
defeat. 

“Starting the long overdue 
pullout from Syria while hitting 
the little remaining ISIS terri¬ 
torial caliphate hard, and from 
many directions,” Trump tweet¬ 
ed. “Will attack again from exist¬ 
ing nearby base if it reforms. Will 
devastate Turkey economically if 
they hit Kurds.” 

Trump’s decision to leave 
Syria, which he initially said 
would be rapid but later slowed 
down, shocked U.S. allies and an¬ 
gered the Kurds in Syria. It also 
prompted the resignation of De¬ 
fense Secretary Jim Mattis and 
drew criticism in Congress. Sen. 
Jack Reed, a Rhode Island Dem¬ 
ocrat, called the decision a “be¬ 
trayal of our Kurdish partners.” 
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Nebraska makes moves to 
regulate labeling of 'meat' 



Nati Harnik/AP 


A conventional beef burger, left, is shown next to “The Impossible 
Burger,” a plant-based burger containing wheat protein, coconut oil 
and potato protein among its ingredients. 


By Grant Schulte 

Associated. Press 

LINCOLN, Neb. — More than 
four months after Missouri be¬ 
came the first U.S. state to regu¬ 
late the term “meat” on product 
labels, Nebraska’s powerful farm 
groups are pushing for similar 
protection from veggie burgers, 
tofu dogs and other items that 
look and taste like real meat. 

Nebraska lawmakers will con¬ 
sider a bill this year to prevent 
companies that package and 
sell food from advertising plant- 
based, insect-based and lab- 
grown products as meat. Similar 
measures are pending in Tennes¬ 
see, Virginia and Wyoming. 

The issue strikes a particularly 
strong cord in Nebraska, one of 
the nation’s top states for live¬ 
stock production, where cars roll 
down the interstate with “Beef 
State” license plates and the gov¬ 
ernor each year proclaims May 
as “Beef Month.” 

Farm groups have found an 
unusual ally in state Sen. Carol 
Blood, a city-dwelling vegetar¬ 
ian from the Omaha suburb of 


Bellevue. Blood, who grew up on 
a farm, said she introduced the 
measure because agriculture is 
Nebraska’s largest industry and 
needs to be protected for the good 
of the whole state. 

“I’m not bringing this bill to tell 
people what they can and can’t 
eat,” she said. “All I’m asking for 
is truth in advertising. It’s clear 
that meat comes from livestock, 
and livestock is our livelihood in 
Nebraska.” 

Nebraska led the nation in com¬ 
mercial red meat production in 
2017 and had the most feed cows 
as of last year, according to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

The measure is certain to face 
resistance from food producers 
that sell plant-based alternatives, 
as well as those working with the 
emerging science of meat grown 
by culturing cells in a lab. Critics 
say the bill infringes on the free 
speech rights of companies that 
produce vegetarian alternatives 
to real meat. 

The Good Food Institute, the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
of Missouri, the Animal Legal 
Defense Fund and plant-based 


food company Tofurkey have filed 
a federal lawsuit challenging the 
Missouri law. They argue the law 
unfairly stifles competition. 

The Nebraska bill “would cen¬ 
sor food labels and create con¬ 
sumer confusion where there is 
none,” said Jessica Almy, direc¬ 
tor of policy for the Washing- 
ton-based Good Food Institute. 
“You can’t censor speech just to 
promote one industry’s financial 
success.” 

Supporters of the Nebraska 
measure say they want to ensure 
people aren’t misled about what 
they’re eating. 

Blood said she proposed the 
measure after seeing two women 
in a grocery store who couldn’t 
tell whether a product contained 
meat or a substitute. She said 
her proposal wouldn’t require 
inspections of product labels, as 
Missouri’s law does. 

“I don’t want to be the meat po¬ 
lice,” she said. 

The Nebraska bill would ban 
“any misleading or deceptive 
practices,” including claims that 
a product is meat when it isn’t 
derived from livestock or poultry. 


Violating the law would bring a 
misdemeanor charge punishable 
by up to a year in jail and a $1,000 
fine. 

“Consumers have a right to 
know what they’re buying,” said 
John Hansen, president of the Ne¬ 
braska Farmers Union. “That’s 
the case whether it’s a vegetarian 
product or not. There ought to be 
clear, honest and accurate label¬ 
ing, and then let the marketplace 
make the choices.” 

Hansen said his group’s live¬ 
stock producers are particularly 
concerned about whether con¬ 
sumers will be able to differen¬ 
tiate between meat grown in the 
lab and farm-grown beef, pork 


and chicken. 

Pete McClymont, executive vice 
president for the group Nebraska 
Cattlemen, said his organization’s 
concern rises partly from the 
growth of products labeled as al¬ 
mond and soy milk, which have 
become an increasingly popular 
alternative to cow’s milk. 

McClymont said his group still 
needs to review specific details 
of the Nebraska proposal but will 
push for any law that protects the 
state’s livestock producers. 

“When I go out and speak to our 
membership, this is right near the 
top of what people are passionate 
about,” he said. 
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Suspect in Wis. killings, 
kidnapping due in court 



Jerry Holt, (Minneapolis, Minn.) Star Tribune/AP 


Barron County Sheriff Chris Fitzgerald speaks at a news conference 
on Oct. 17 about Jayme Closs, 13, who went missing after her 
parents were found dead in their home in Barron, Wis. The girl was 
found last week and a man has been charged in the case. 


Kevin Sullivan, The Orange County (Calif.) Register/AP 

Duane Sherman, 96, poses with a fraction of the 50,000 birthday 
cards he’s received at his home in Fullerton, Calif. 

Daughter’s plea draws 
50,000 birthday cards 


By Todd Richmond 

Associated Press 

MADISON, Wis. — A young 
man suspected of killing a Wis¬ 
consin couple, kidnapping their 
teenage daughter and holding 
the girl against her will for three 
months is expected to make his 
first court appearance Monday, 
and charging documents could 
shed light on why he targeted the 
girl. 

Prosecutors are expected to 
formally charge Jake Thomas 
Patterson, 21, with two counts 
of intentional homicide and one 
count of kidnapping before his af¬ 
ternoon court hearing in Barron 
County Circuit Court. 

Investigators believe Patter¬ 
son broke into James and De¬ 
nise Closs’ home near Barron on 
Oct. 15 by blowing the front door 
open with a shotgun blast. Inves¬ 
tigators allege he fatally shot the 
couple and abducted their daugh¬ 
ter, Jayme, 13, who escaped her 
captor late last week in a rural, 
heavily wooded area in northwest 
Wisconsin. 

Authorities have said Patter¬ 
son’s goal was to kidnap Jayme, 
but it’s unclear how he became 
aware of the girl, especially be¬ 
cause he lived an hour away. 

Patterson’s defense attorneys, 
Charles Glynn and Richard 
Jones, said they believe Patterson 
can get a fair trial but they’re not 
sure where. The public defenders 
didn’t reveal many specifics about 
what they expect from Monday’s 
court hearing, but they acknowl¬ 
edged the case was “a tragic situ¬ 
ation from every perspective.” 

“It’s been an emotional time 
for this community and a difficult 
time for this community. We don’t 


Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Regulators want¬ 
ed to remove developmentally 
disabled patients from a Phoe¬ 
nix long-term care facility years 
before a woman in a vegetative 
state gave birth, Arizona’s largest 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

The Arizona Republic reported 
Hacienda Healthcare faced a 
2016 criminal investigation for 
allegedly billing the state more 
than $4 million for bogus 2014 
charges for wages, transporta¬ 
tion, housekeeping, maintenance 
and supplies. 

The criminal case was dropped 
in 2017 and no charges were filed, 
the Republic said, but a court 
battle is continuing in an effort 
to force Hacienda to turn over fi¬ 
nancial records. 


take that lightly. But we have a 
job to do in protecting our client,” 
Jones said. 

Police collected more than 
3,500 tips following Jayme’s dis¬ 
appearance, but no hard leads 
emerged. 

Then on Thursday, a woman 
walking her dog spotted Jayme 
along a road near Gordon, a town 
about an hour’s drive north of 
Barron. The woman says the girl 
begged her for help, saying Pat¬ 
terson had been hiding her in a 
nearby cabin and that she had es¬ 
caped when he left her alone. 

Neighbors called 911, and of¬ 
ficers arrested Peterson within 
minutes. He has no criminal his¬ 
tory in Wisconsin. 

Investigators say there’s no evi¬ 
dence of any online interactions 


Phoenix police have said the 
29-year-old woman incapacitated 
since age 3 was sexually assault¬ 
ed and gave birth last month. 

Investigators are collecting 
DNA from Hacienda’s male em¬ 
ployees and others who may have 
had contact with the woman in an 
effort to identify a suspect. 

The woman’s family has said 
in a statement through their at¬ 
torney that they will care for the 
infant boy and have asked for 
privacy. 

The revelation that a woman in 
a vegetative state was raped in¬ 
side a care facility has horrified 
advocates for people with disabil¬ 
ities and the community at large. 

Hacienda Healthcare CEO 
William Timmons resigned 
on Dec. 31 as the provider an¬ 
nounced new safety measures, 


between him and Jayme. Her 
family insists they don’t know 
the man. Her grandfather, Rob¬ 
ert Naiberg, told The Associated 
Press that Jayme told FBI agents 
she doesn’t know Patterson at all. 

Charging documents in Wis¬ 
consin typically contain at least 
a partial narrative of what hap¬ 
pened at a crime scene as prosecu¬ 
tors try to prove there’s probable 
cause to support the allegations. 

Details of Jayme’s three-month 
captivity have not been released, 
and Barron County Sheriff Chris 
Fitzgerald has not said whether 
Jayme was sexually assaulted. 

Glynn and Jones issued a state¬ 
ment Saturday saying they were 
relying on the court system to 
treat Patterson fairly. 


including more than one staff 
member being present during pa¬ 
tient interactions and more scru¬ 
tiny of visitors. 

The Republic said former eco¬ 
nomic security director Timothy 
Jeffries and the agency’s chief 
law enforcement officer, Charles 
Loftus have both filed lawsuits 
against the state, claiming they 
were forced out of their jobs over 
their probe of Hacienda. 

Jeffries was forced to resign in 
2016 after a series of controver¬ 
sies, including a finding by the 
Arizona Department of Public 
Safety that the department kept 
shoddy record-keeping, had in¬ 
secure storage of guns and am¬ 
munition and that it had violated 
state procurement policies in 
buying some 60,000 rounds of 
ammunition. 


Associated Press 

FULLERTON, Calif. — When 
Sue Morse requested on Facebook 
that friends send her father good 
wishes for his Dec. 30 birthday, 
she expected maybe 160 cards. 

At 96, World War II veteran 
and Purple Heart medal recipi¬ 
ent Duane Sherman has survived 
most of his friends. 

As of Wednesday, Sherman had 
received more than 50,000 letters 
at his home in Fullerton, Calif., 
the Orange County Register re¬ 
ported Friday. 

Birthday cards and notes 
thanking Sherman for his service 
have come from all 50 U.S. states 
and 10 countries. 

His wife of 57 years, Lois, died 
in 2011. His daughter said she 
wanted her dad to feel special on 
his birthday. 

Notes from elementary school 
students and prison inmates are 
among the stacks. The secretary 
of the Navy sent one. So did the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. 

“I was amazed, shocked and 
appreciative,” Sherman told the 
newspaper. “All the good com¬ 
ments people made, it just bright¬ 
ened my day.” 

Postal bins packed with enve¬ 
lopes of every color are stacked 
high on two sofas and the floor 
of Sherman’s home — and that’s 
only a few thousand of them. 

Thousands more are stored at a 
friend’s house, and there are bins 
still to be picked up at the post of¬ 
fice, Morse said. 

Since her father is legally blind, 
Morse has been reading the cards 


All the good 
comments people 
made, it just 
brightened my day. * 

Duane Sherman 

U.S. veteran 


and letters out loud to her dad. 

The commander of the USS 
Cowpens, a guided missile cruis¬ 
er stationed in San Diego, sent a 
letter and then visited with sev¬ 
eral officers to take Sherman to 
lunch. 

A group of officers from the 
U.S. Navy Sonar School in San 
Diego also paid a visit — listening 
intently as Sherman told stories 
about his WWII experience. 

The mail also brought gifts of 
mementos such as an American 
flag that flew over Pearl Harbor, 
a scale model of a battleship and 
a plaque carved out of wood from 
the USS Constitution. 

“It was very gratifying,” 
Sherman said. “It was hard to 
believe.” 

Sherman enlisted in the Navy 
shortly after Pearl Harbor was 
attacked on Dec. 7,1941. He was 
stationed aboard the USS Lam- 
son, a destroyer that saw several 
battles in the Pacific. 

So far, Morse has read about 
1,700 letters. She will enlist the 
help of several friends for the rest 
and wants to respond to most of 
the letters. 


Center where comatose woman had 
baby faced criminal probe in the past 
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LA teachers strike after failed contract talks 



Damian Dovarganes/AP 


Student Leo Rittner Solomon, 6, front left, and parent Hilda 
Rodriguez Guzman, right, react as United Teachers Los Angeles 
President Alex Caputo-Pearl announces at a news conference in Los 
Angeles on Sunday that the school district would go on strike. 


By Christopher Weber 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Tens of 
thousands of Los Angeles teach¬ 
ers went on strike Monday after 
contentious contract negotiations 
failed in the nation’s second-larg¬ 
est school district. 

“Students, we are striking for 
you,” teachers union President 
Alex Caputo-Pearl told a cheer¬ 
ing crowd of teachers marching 
in pouring rain. 

Members of United Teachers 
Los Angeles voted last year to 
walk off the job for the first time 
in three decades if a deal wasn’t 
reached on issues including high¬ 
er wages and smaller class sizes. 

Months of talks between the 
union with 35,000 members and 
the Los Angeles Unified School 
District ended without a deal. It 
follows teacher walkouts in other 
states that emboldened organized 
labor. 

Schools will stay open because 
the district with 640,000 students 
has hired hundreds of substitutes 
to replace teachers and others 
who leave for picket lines. The 
union has called it irresponsible 
to hire substitutes and called on 
parents to consider keeping stu¬ 


dents home or joining marchers. 

The district maintained that 
the union’s demands could bank¬ 
rupt the school system, which is 
projecting a half-billion-dollar 


deficit this budget year and has 
billions obligated for pension pay¬ 
ments and health coverage for re¬ 
tired teachers. 

Negotiations broke down in 


December and started again this 
month, but little progress was ev¬ 
ident in the contract dispute. The 
union rejected a district offer Fri¬ 
day to hire nearly 1,200 teachers, 
counselors, nurses and librarians 
and reduce class sizes by two 
students. 

It also included a previously 
proposed 6 percent raise over the 
first two years of a three-year 
contract. The union wanted a 6.5 
percent increase at the start of a 
two-year contract. 

The union also wants signifi¬ 
cantly smaller class sizes, which 
routinely top 30 students, and 
more nurses, librarians and coun¬ 
selors to “fully staff” the district’s 
campuses in Los Angeles and all 
or parts of 31 smaller cities, plus 
several unincorporated areas. 

Teachers are hoping to build 
on the “Red4Ed” movement that 
began last year in West Virginia 
and moved to Oklahoma, Ken¬ 
tucky, Arizona, Colorado and 
Washington state. It spread from 
conservative states with “right to 
work” laws that limit the ability 
to strike to the more liberal West 
Coast with strong unions. 

Actions elsewhere emboldened 
Los Angeles teachers, Caputo- 


Pearl said before the strike. 

The union argues that the dis¬ 
trict is hoarding reserves of $1.8 
billion that could be used to fund 
the pay and staffing increases. 
The district said that money is 
needed to cover retiree benefits 
and other expenses. 

District Superintendent Austin 
Beutner asked Friday for Gov. 
Gavin Newsom to step in to avoid 
a strike. 

The union says Beutner, an 
investment banker and former 
Los Angeles deputy mayor with¬ 
out experience in education, and 
school board members who voted 
him in are trying to privatize the 
district. 

The union says they’re encour¬ 
aging school closures and flip¬ 
ping public schools into charters, 
which are privately operated 
public schools that compete for 
students and the funds they bring 
in. 

Beutner has said his plan to 
reorganize the district would 
improve services to students 
and families. He and his sup¬ 
porters on the board envision an 
education system with public and 
charter schools under the same 
leadership. 


First-offense DUI bill 
debated in Wisconsin 


DNA of extinct red wolf found in pack 


By David Warren 



Gerry Broome/AP 


The parents of this 7-week old red wolf pup keep an eye on their 
offspring on June 13, 2017, at the Museum of Life and Science in 
Durham, N.C. 


By Todd Richmond 

Associated Press 

MADISON, Wis. — With a new 
Democratic ally in the governor’s 
office, a handful of Republican 
lawmakers are pushing for Wis¬ 
consin to join the rest of the coun¬ 
try and criminalize first-offense 
drunken driving. 

On paper, it might look like a 
can’t-miss bipartisan initiative, 
but it’s not that easy in a state 
where beer is so much a part of 
the culture that the major league 
baseball team is called the Brew¬ 
ers. Powerful Republican op¬ 
ponents are already lining up 
against the idea, calling it im¬ 
practical and too expensive. 

“We want to feel like we’re re¬ 
ally being strict on drunk driv¬ 
ers,” said Republican state Sen. 
Van Wanggaard, chairman of the 
Senate judiciary committee and 
an opponent of criminalizing first 
offense. “But it’s not about pun¬ 
ishing that person that made that 
poor choice. It’s about directing 
them to make good choices.” 

Wisconsin’s love affair with 
booze dates to statehood. Milwau¬ 
kee has served as home to some of 
the country’s biggest brewers, in¬ 
cluding Pabst, Schlitz, Miller and 
Blatz. The Princeton Review in 
2017 rated the University of Wis- 
consin-Madison as the school with 
the most beer. And last year the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
released a survey in which 1 in 4 
Wisconsin respondents reported 
binge-drinking at least once in 
the past month, the second-high¬ 
est rate among the states, behind 


only North Dakota. 

Along with all the drinking has 
come carnage on the roads. The 
state ranks 20th in population but 
has landed among the top 15 states 
for drunken driving arrests every 
year from 2005 through 2017, ac¬ 
cording to the latest statistics 
compiled by Mothers Against 
Drunk Drivers. 

In 2015 alone, nearly 200 peo¬ 
ple were killed and an additional 
2,900 were injured in alcohol-re¬ 
lated crashes in the state, accord¬ 
ing to the latest state Department 
of Transportation data. 

At a time when some states have 
talked about lowering their DUI 
limit — Utah just set its threshold 
at a national low of 0.05 percent 
blood alcohol content — Wiscon¬ 
sin remains the only state in the 
nation that treats a first offense as 
a civil violation akin to a speeding 
ticket rather than a crime. 

For years, Republican state 
Rep. Jim Ott and Sen. Alberta 
Darling have been proposing 
legislation aimed at drunken 
driving. Ott has been on a decade- 
long quest after a drunken driver 
killed constituent Judy Jenkins’ 
pregnant daughter and 10-year- 
old granddaughter in 2008. Ott 
promised her he would do every¬ 
thing he could to crack down on 
drunken driving. 

“We’ve got to try,” he said. “We 
just keep seeing these terrible 
situations (on the roads). This 
just keeps going on. All we can 
do is put the legislation out there 
and do the best we can to get it 
passed. It at least opens up the 
discussion.” 


DALLAS — Researchers say a 
pack of wild canines found frol¬ 
icking near the beaches of the 
Texas Gulf Coast carries a sub¬ 
stantial amount of red wolf genes, 
a surprising discovery because 
the animal was declared extinct 
in the wild nearly 40 years ago. 

The finding has led wildlife 
biologists and others to develop 
a new understanding that the 
red wolf DNA is remarkably re¬ 
silient after decades of human 
hunting, loss of habitat and other 
factors had led the animal to near 
decimation. 

“Overall, it’s incredibly rare to 
rediscover animals in a region 
where they were thought to be 
extinct, and it’s even more ex¬ 
citing to show that a piece of an 
endangered genome has been 
preserved in the wild,” said Eliz¬ 
abeth Heppenheimer, a Princ¬ 
eton University biologist involved 
in the research on the pack found 
on Galveston Island in Texas. The 
work of the Princeton team was 
published in the scientific journal 
Genes. 

The genetic analysis found that 
the Galveston canines appear to 
be a hybrid of red wolf and coy¬ 
ote, but Heppenheimer cautions 
that without additional testing it’s 
difficult to label the animal. 

The discovery coincides with 
similar DNA findings in wild 
canines in southwestern Loui¬ 
siana and bolsters the hopes of 
conservationists dismayed by the 
dwindling number of red wolves 
in North Carolina that comprised 
the only known pack in the wild. 


The red wolf, which tops out at 
about 80 pounds, was once com¬ 
mon across a vast region extend¬ 
ing from Texas to the south, into 
the Southeast and up into the 
Northeast. It was federally clas¬ 
sified as endangered in 1967 and 
declared extinct in the wild in 
1980. 

“From a practical conserva¬ 
tion biology standpoint, these ani¬ 
mals have special DNA and they 
deserve to be protected,” Ron 
Sutherland, a North Carolina- 
based conservation scientist with 
the Wildlands Network, said, ex¬ 
plaining that conservation ease¬ 
ments that restrict development 
along parts of the Gulf Coast are 
an essential first step. 

Kim Wheeler, executive direc¬ 
tor of the North Carolina-based 
Red Wolf Coalition, cautioned 


that further study of the Galves¬ 
ton pack is needed. 

“We can get excited, but in my 
mind, we really need to let sci¬ 
ence do its due diligence to de¬ 
termine what this animal is,” she 
said, noting that red wolves can 
evoke strong feelings in people 
with livestock or who have other 
concerns with their predatory 
nature. 

Conservationists, meanwhile, 
say policymakers need to have a 
greater appreciation for hybrid 
animals. 

When the Endangered Spe¬ 
cies Act was implemented in the 
1970s, conventional wisdom was 
that hybridization between spe¬ 
cies — such as the wolf and coy¬ 
ote — was rare and to be avoided. 
But experts say the thinking on 
that has changed. 
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May mounts last-ditch Brexit bid 

Expected defeat in Parliament vote threatens disarray as deadline nears 


By Jill Lawless 

Associated Press 

LONDON — British Prime Minister 
Theresa May offered both a promise on 
workers’ rights and a reassuring letter 
from European Union leaders on Monday 
as she implored British lawmakers to sup¬ 
port her floundering Brexit deal. 

But the British leader had few concrete 
measures up her sleeve a day before a vote 
in Parliament that looks likely to see her 
Brexit deal rejected. A defeat on Tuesday 
would throw Brexit plans into disarray just 
weeks before the U.K. is due to leave the 
bloc on March 29. 

May warned that the only alternatives to 
her agreement were an economically dam¬ 
aging, chaotic “no-deal” exit from the EU 
or a halt to Britain’s departure that would 
defy British voters’ decision in 2016 to 
leave the bloc. 

In a speech Monday at a ceramics fac¬ 
tory in the central England city of Stoke- 
on-Trent, May said “people’s faith in the 
democratic process and their politicians 
would suffer catastrophic harm” if her deal 


is rejected and Brexit was abandoned. 

Having Britain leave the EU without 
a deal “would cause turbulence for our 
economy, create barriers to security co¬ 
operation and disrupt people’s daily lives,” 
she said. “The only deal on the table is the 
one [members of Parliament] will vote on 
tomorrow night,” May said. 

Britain and the EU reached a hard-won 
divorce deal in November, but the agree¬ 
ment has run aground in the U.K. Parlia¬ 
ment. May postponed a vote on the deal in 
December to avoid a resounding defeat, 
and there are few signs the deal has picked 
up much support since then. 

Several previously opposed British leg¬ 
islators have swung behind May’s agree¬ 
ment in the last few days, but they remain 
outnumbered by those determined to vote 
against it. 

In a bid to win support, May sought reas¬ 
surances from EU leaders about the deal’s 
most contentious measure — an insurance 
policy known as the “backstop” that would 
keep Britain in an EU customs union to 
maintain an open border between North¬ 
ern Ireland and EU member Ireland. 


Pro-Brexit lawmakers worry that Brit¬ 
ain could be trapped indefinitely in the 
backstop, unable to strike new trade deals 
around the world. 

In a letter to May published Monday, 
European Council President Donald Tusk 
and European Commission President 
Jean-Claude Juncker offered an assurance 
that the backstop “would only be in place 
for as long as strictly necessary.” 

They promised that the EU would work 
quickly to strike a permanent new trade 
deal with Britain that would render the 
backstop unnecessary. 

But the letter also reiterated the bloc’s 
refusal to renegotiate the divorce deal. The 
two men said, “We are not in a position to 
agree to anything that changes or is incon¬ 
sistent with the Withdrawal Agreement.” 

May will make a statement to Parlia¬ 
ment later Monday expanding on the EU 
commitments. She also sought to win op¬ 
position Labour Party lawmakers’ sup¬ 
port for her Brexit deal by promising that 
her Conservative government won’t try to 
water down environmental standards and 
workers’ rights after Brexit. 



Frank Augstein/AP 


Pro-European Union demonstrators raise 
flags to protest Brexit outside Parliament 
in London on Friday. 


Reports: 2 killed, 40 held in new 
crackdown on gays in Chechnya 

By Nataliya Vasilyeva 


MOSCOW — LGBT activists said Mon¬ 
day that at least two people have died and 
about 40 people have been detained in what 
has been described as a new crackdown 
on gay people in the Russian republic of 
Chechnya. 

The new allegations come after reports 
in 2017 of more than 100 gay men arrest¬ 
ed and subjected to torture, and some of 
them killed, in the predominantly Muslim 
region. Chechen authorities denied those 
accusations, and federal authorities con¬ 
ducted a probe that found nothing to sup¬ 
port the reports. 

Alvi Karimov, a spokesman for Chechen 
leader Ramzan Kadyrov, told the Interfax 
news agency on Monday that the reports 
are “complete lies and don’t have an ounce 
of truth in them.” Karimov insisted that no 
one has been detained in Chechnya on sus¬ 
picion of being gay. 

The Russian LGBT Network, which has 
been monitoring the situation in Chechnya 
and helping victims, said in a statement 
Monday that about 40 men and women 


Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — Scuffles broke out at 
the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem’s Old 
City on Monday after guards at the mosque 
refhsed to allow an Israeli policeman to 
enter for a routine security check because 
he was wearing a Jewish skullcap known as 
a kippah. 

Firas Dibs, a spokesman for the Islamic 
authority that oversees the site, said dozens 
of worshippers scuffled with police after 
the guards closed the doors to the mosque 
and barricaded themselves inside. He said 
the director of the mosque was lightly 
wounded. 


have been detained on suspicion of being 
gay since December and that at least two 
of them have died of torture in detention. 
The detainees are believed to be kept at the 
same facility that was named in the 2017 
reports. 

The crackdown was first reported on Fri¬ 
day, but the activists didn’t release full de¬ 
tails at the time. 

“Widespread detentions, torture and kill¬ 
ings of gay people have resumed in Chech¬ 
nya,” said Igor Kochetkov, program director 
at the Russian LGBT Network. “Persecu¬ 
tion of men and women suspected of being 
gay never stopped. It’s only that its scale has 
been changing.” 

Kochetkov said the new wave of perse¬ 
cution started at the end of the year when 
Chechen authorities detained the admin¬ 
istrator of a social media group popular 
with LGBT people in the North Caucasus. 
Kochetkov said the mass detentions began 
after the authorities got hold of contacts on 
his phone. 

Russian authorities have strenuously de¬ 
nied that killings and torture took place in 
the predominantly Muslim region, where 
homosexuality is taboo. 


Israeli police could not immediately be 
reached for comment. 

The gold-domed mosque is part of the 
Al-Aqsa mosque complex, which Muslims 
consider their third-holiest site after Mecca 
and Medina. 

It is the holiest site for Jews, who refer to 
it as the Temple Mount because it was the 
location of the biblical temples. 

The holy site is at the core of the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict, and past clashes there 
have sparked widespread violence. 

Dibs said the police carry out routine se¬ 
curity checks every morning and that the 
policeman was prevented from entering 



Nataliya Vasilyeva/AP 


Anzor, a gay man, speaks to The 
Associated Press in Chechnya on 
condition that he not be further identified 
out of fear for his safety. 


only because he was wearing a kippah. The 
Palestinians have long feared that Israel 
plans to take over the site so it can rebuild 
the temple, allegations denied by the Israeli 
government, which says it has no plans to 
change the status quo. 

Earlier Monday, the Gaza Health Minis¬ 
try said a 14-year-old Palestinian who was 
shot by Israeli forces during mass protests 
along the perimeter fence over the weekend 
died of his wounds. The ministry said Ab- 
delraouf Salhah was shot in the head during 
the protest on Friday. A 43-year-old female 
activist was also killed, and two dozen Pal¬ 
estinians were wounded. 


China sentences 
Canadian man 
to death in drug 
trafficking case 

By Gerry Shih 

The Washington Post 

BEIJING — A Chinese court issued the 
death penalty on Monday in the retrial of a 
convicted Canadian drug trafficker, a sen¬ 
tence that is expected to sharply escalate 
China’s diplomatic row with Canada and 
the United States. 

Robert Lloyd Schellenberg’s new sen¬ 
tence comes after an appeals court this 
month sided with prosecutors who argued 
that his original sentence of 15 years was 
too light given new evidence implicating the 
36-year-old’s role in an organized drug traf¬ 
ficking operation. 

The case has been condemned by West¬ 
ern legal experts and Schellenberg’s 
relatives, who say that China is using 
Schellenberg as a bargaining chip in its 
efforts to free a top technology executive 
detained in Canada. Huawei Chief Finan¬ 
cial Officer Meng Wanzhou was arrested 
at the Vancouver airport on Dec. 1 at the 
request of the United States, which wants 
her extradited to face fraud charges. 

The Dalian Intermediate People’s Court 
announced Schellenberg’s new sentence in 
a brief statement on its website, saying it 
would provide more details later. 

Schellenberg was arrested in 2014 and 
received his original sentence in 2016 in 
a case that went unnoticed. It resurfaced 
this month when the Chinese government 
took the rare step of inviting foreign media 
to attend his appeal hearing — prompting 
speculation that Beijing wanted to use Schel¬ 
lenberg’s case to exert pressure on Ottawa. 
China has expressed outrage at Meng’s ar¬ 
rest and has warned Canada of “severe con¬ 
sequences” if she is not released. 

In the weeks following her seizure, Chi¬ 
nese authorities detained two Canadians 
living in China on suspicion of national se¬ 
curity crimes. 


Palestinians, Israeli police scuffle at Dome of the Rock 
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Lion Air cockpit voice 
recorder recovered 


By Niniek Karmini 
and Stephen Wright 

Associated. Press 

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Navy 
divers have recovered the cock¬ 
pit voice recorder of a Lion Air 
jet that crashed into the Java Sea 
in October, Indonesian officials 
said Monday, in a possible boost 
to the investigation into why the 
2-month-old plane nose-dived at 
high velocity, killing 189 people. 

Ridwan Djamaluddin, a deputy 
maritime minister, told report¬ 
ers that remains of some of the 
people who died in the crash 
were also discovered at the sea¬ 
bed location. 

A spokesman for the Indone¬ 
sian navy’s western fleet, Lt. Col. 
AgungNugroho, said divers using 
high-tech “ping locator” equip¬ 
ment started a new search effort 
last week in a previously identi¬ 
fied target area and found the 
voice recorder beneath 26 feet of 
seabed mud. The plane crashed 
in waters 98 feet deep. 

The bright orange device was 
transported to a port in Jakarta, 
where it was handed over to the 
National Transportation Safety 
Committee, which is overseeing 
the accident investigation. 


“This is good news, especially 
for us who lost our loved ones,” 
said Irianto, the father of Rio 
Nanda Pratama, a doctor who 
died in the crash. 

“Even though we don’t yet know 
the contents of the CVR, this is 
some relief from our despair,” he 
said. 

The Boeing 737 MAX 8 jet 
plunged into the Java Sea just 
minutes after taking off from Ja¬ 
karta, Indonesia’s capital, on Oct. 
29, killing everyone on board. 

If the voice recorder is un¬ 
damaged, it could provide valu¬ 
able additional information to 
investigators. 

The transport committee’s 
chairman, Soerjanto Tjahjono, 
said the device will be taken to 
the investigators’ “black box” 
facility. It will take three to five 
days to dry and clean the device 
and to download its data, he said. 

Rear Adm. Harjo Susmoro, 
head of the navy’s Center for Hy¬ 
drography and Oceanography, 
said the voice recorder was found 
just 164 feet from where the data 
recorder was located. 

A “heroic” team of 21 divers 
removed debris and carried out 
“desludging” operations to reach 
the voice recorder, he said. 



Italian fugitive arrives 
home to serve life term 



Achmad Ibrahim/AP 


Indonesian Navy Commander Rear Admiral Yudo Margin shows the 
recovered cockpit voice recorder of Lion Air flight 610 during a 
press conference on board the navy ship KRI Spica in the waters off 
Tanjung Karawang, Indonesia, on Monday. 


By Nicole Winfield 

Associated Press 

ROME — A left-wing Italian 
militant who was convicted of 
murder three decades ago ar¬ 
rived in Rome on Monday to serve 
a life prison sentence after his life 
as a celebrity fugitive came to an 
abrupt end with his arrest in Bo¬ 
livia by a team of Interpol agents. 

An Italian military aircraft 
carrying Cesare Battisti land¬ 
ed at Rome’s Ciampino airport 
shortly after 11:30 a.m. local time 
after an overnight flight from Bo¬ 
livia. As snipers kept close watch, 
Battisti emerged and descended 
from the plane, surrounded by 
police. 

Wearing a brown jacket, a look 
of resignation and no handcuffs, 
Battisti was escorted to an air¬ 
port facility to be processed — a 
remarkably quick finale to one 


of Italy’s most drawn-out and po¬ 
liticized efforts to bring a fugitive 
home. 

“Today to the world we say 
no one can escape Italian jus¬ 
tice,” Justice Minister Alfonso 
Bonafede said from the airport 
tarmac, with Italy’s interior min¬ 
ister by his side. 

Battisti was arrested Saturday 
in Santa Cruz, Bolivia’s largest 
city, where he was located by in¬ 
telligence agents after using one 
of his mobile devices. Italy sent 
an aircraft to pick him up and 
bring him back for the first time 
since he fled Italy in 1981 as he 
was awaiting trial. 

The 64-year-old, who became 
a successful author during his 
life on the run, had lived openly 
in Brazil and France for years 
and enjoyed the protection of left- 
wing governments on both sides 
of the Atlantic, much to the con¬ 


sternation of Italy. 

But Brazil’s outgoing president 
signed a decree last month order¬ 
ing his extradition, apparently 
sparking Battisti’s latest effort to 
flee to Bolivia, where he had tried 
unsuccessfully to obtain political 
asylum. 

Battisti escaped from an Ital¬ 
ian prison while awaiting trial on 
four counts of murder allegedly 
committed when he was a mem¬ 
ber of the Armed Proletarians for 
Communism. 

He was convicted in absentia 
in 1990 and faces a life term for 
the deaths of two police officers, 
a jeweler and a butcher. 

He acknowledged membership 
in the group but denied killing 
anyone and painted himself as a 
political refugee who would face 
certain torture or death in Italy. 

Battisti will serve his sentence 
at Rome’s Rebibbia prison. 


Polish mayor, 53, dies after being stabbed in heart at charity event 


By Vanessa Gera 
and Monika Scislowska 

Associated Press 

WARSAW, Poland — The pop¬ 
ular liberal mayor of the Polish 
port city of Gdansk died Monday 
after he was stabbed during a 
charity event the evening before 
by an ex-convict who stormed 
onstage and said it was revenge 
against a political party the poli¬ 
tician once belonged to. 

Pawel Adamowicz, 53, died as 
a result of wounds to the heart 
and abdomen in spite of efforts 
to save him that involved a five- 
hour operation and blood trans¬ 
fusions, Health Minister Lukasz 


Szumowski said. 

“The fight for his life has been 
lost,” Szumowski said. 

The assassination of Adamow¬ 
icz, a six-term mayor who often 
mingled freely with citizens of his 
city, sent Poland into shock. 

Even before his death was an¬ 
nounced, rallies against violence 
were being planned to take place 
across Poland in the evening. In 
Gdansk, the city flag was low¬ 
ered to half-staff and a Mass was 
planned for later in the day. 

The right-wing ruling Law and 
Justice party faced accusations 
from its critics that an atmosphere 
of hatred against Adamowicz and 
others liberal political opponents 


helped in¬ 
stigate the 
attack. 

Gov¬ 
ernment 
officials ap¬ 
peared to 
be pushing 
back against 
that accusa¬ 
tion, strongly 
Adamowicz denouncing 
the attack and stressing that the 
27-year-old perpetrator had a his¬ 
tory of violent bank robberies and 
possible mental illness. 

The ex-convict who rushed onto 
the stage with a knife Sunday and 
stabbed Adamowicz shouted that 


it was revenge against Civic Plat¬ 
form, which Adamowicz belonged 
to for many years. 

The assailant shouted from the 
stage that he had been wrongly 
imprisoned under a previous gov¬ 
ernment led by Civic Platform. He 
said his name was Stefan and that 
“I was jailed but innocent.... Civic 
Platform tortured me. That’s why 
Adamowicz just died.” 

Deputy Chief Prosecutor 
Krzysztof Sierak said there are 
“doubts” as to the mental state of 
the attacker, who used a 5.5-inch 
knife on Adamowicz, and that 
two psychiatrists will examine 
him. He had served five years in 
prison and was released toward 


the end of last year. 

Adamowicz, who has been the 
city’s mayor for more than 20 
years, grabbed his belly and col¬ 
lapsed in front of the audience 
during the “Lights to Heaven” 
fundraiser organized by the Great 
Orchestra of Christmas Charity. 

The attack triggered an out¬ 
pouring of solidarity, with many 
people donating blood in Gdansk 
on Monday. 

The government’s critics, how¬ 
ever, said that they believed that 
animosity voiced against Adamo¬ 
wicz by ruling party officials, 
sometimes carried on state tele¬ 
vision, as well as by extremists, 
played a role. 
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OPINION _ 

Trump’s wall vision simply a provocation 


By David Von Drehle 

The Washington Post 

U nder the blazing sun of the 
Sonoran Desert, on a weird land¬ 
scape of rock dusted with ancient 
cinders and pimpled with blown 
volcanos, an unknown party of thirsty 
travelers paused to bury their dead. On the 
Camino del Diablo, the Devil’s Highway, 
death stalks wayfarers at a distance of one 
small mistake. A broken axle. A snakebite. 
An ill-timed bout of dysentery. Any de¬ 
layed arrival at the next far-flung source 
of water in that unforgiving hell. 

The year was 1871. There must have been 
a survivor, for someone marked the date in 
the dust with small black lava stones. 

In 2008, I came upon those stones un¬ 
touched where they had been placed near¬ 
ly 14 decades earlier. Along with renowned 
photojournalist Anthony Suau, I was on 
assignment for Time magazine, sent to ex¬ 
plore the new border barriers under con¬ 
struction along hundreds of miles of the 
southern U.S. frontier. 

That message from the distant past, un¬ 
touched, unmoved, unmolested since the 
days of President Ulysses S. Grant, has 
come to represent for me the impediments 
to a well-informed debate over border secu¬ 
rity. It’s too remote. Most of the U.S.-Mexi¬ 
co border runs through empty, inhospitable 
terrain. It crosses blank deserts, sawtooth 
mountains and jagged canyons. In places, 
it arbitrarily divides ancient tribal home¬ 
lands and communities of trade of which 
outsiders know next to nothing. 

Only a tiny fraction of Americans have 
seen these places or know these stories, 
so the border is a topic ripe for manipula¬ 
tion and demagoguery. The rhetoric at the 
heart of the government shutdown bears 


little relationship to the complicated real¬ 
ity. Too harsh for golf or beauty pageants, 
the border is nothing but ammo for Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump. As for the lurid writ¬ 
ings of Trump’s immigration Svengali, 
Stephen Miller, they bear no hint of first¬ 
hand knowledge. Miller doesn’t seem the 
type to trek into the spiny glare or climb 
the reptiled rimrock of the American 
Southwest. His is the careless certainty of 
malevolent ignorance. 

Trump’s whipped-up rally chant — Build 
the Wall! Build the Wall! — was pure emo¬ 
tion, untethered to facts. There was never 
a survey or engineering plan to back it 
up. No construction firm ever estimated 
the cost of a “beautiful,” “impenetrable” 
(Trump’s own adjectives) concrete struc¬ 
ture, anchored six feet deep and rising 30 
feet skyward over ground accessible only 
on foot. 

One evening, Suau and I helicoptered 
into the rugged country east of San Diego 
on patrol with an elite team of Customs 
and Border Patrol agents. We happened on 
a small group of border crossers climbing 
hand over foot up a nearly vertical gully. 
Taking the group into custody required 
that the agents descend the same gully, a 
painstaking and dangerous maneuver that 
consumed the better part of two hours. 
There can be no wall-building there. 

As soon as Trump blurted his reckless 
fantasy of a Wall in 2015, I knew that he 
would wind up parsing and pettifogging in 
an effort to backtrack. Reality bites, after 
all. Sure enough, we hear him now explain¬ 
ing that the Wall was never really a wall. 
It was a barrier. It was steel slats. It was a 
fence. It was a menu of security measures. 
And when he said Mexico would pay for it, 
he meant U.S. taxpayers would pay for it. 

Trump’s Wall, in other words, was never 


more than a provocation, a stink bomb 
lobbed into the public discourse to rile up 
his supporters and his critics alike. And ev¬ 
eryone complied. What is it about Trump’s 
crude rhetoric that weaves such a spell? 
Now Democrats such as House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi add to the hyperbole, toss¬ 
ing the word “immorality” around — not 
to describe the deliberate polarization of 
the public, which is immoral indeed, but to 
shut down the entire discussion of an or¬ 
derly, enforceable border. 

Here’s what I learned by going there: 
The United States had made real, bipar¬ 
tisan progress on border security. The 
daily “banzai runs” in Yuma, Ariz., that 
used to send hundreds of young men dash¬ 
ing across the scarcely marked border to 
overwhelm a few dozen U.S. agents were 
already a thing of the past. A tall double 
fence put an end to them. Construction of 
a dirt service road along hundreds of miles 
of border allowed frequent patrols that not 
only reduced crossings but also saved the 
lives of migrants who might otherwise get 
lost in the trackless wilderness. 

Today, apprehensions on the border have 
fallen to levels not seen in almost half a 
century. 

But it’s not a simple problem. As long as 
per capita income in the United States is 
many times higher than in countries south 
of the border, and as long as Americans 
will pay top dollar for imported narcotics, 
there will be pressure along the frontier. 

Instead of encouraging more coopera¬ 
tion, Trump and his Wall have poisoned 
the well. And in the desert that passes for 
our national discourse, a mistake like that 
can be tragic. 

David Von Drehle is a Washington Post columnist. 
He is the author of “Rise to Greatness: Abraham 
Lincoln and America’s Most Perilous Year.” 


Polling data is the real holy grail of politics 


By David Measer 

Special to The Washington Post 

T he goal of advertising, like poli¬ 
tics, is to persuade someone some¬ 
where to buy something, whether 
it’s a product or a candidate. It’s 
not a coincidence that we both call our 
persuasive pitches the same thing: a cam¬ 
paign. And at the heart of every campaign 
is data about markets, the competition and, 
most of all, the potential customers. 

When Paul Manafort allegedly shared 
“polling data” with Konstantin Kilimnik, a 
Russian businessman and former military 
interpreter who the FBI says has “ties to a 
Russian intelligence service,” many Amer¬ 
icans may have shrugged and thought “so 
what?” To them, polling data is the result 
of simple surveys that tell us “52 percent of 
people favor Candidate A,” or “72 percent 
of Democrats oppose Policy B.” It’s not. It’s 
far more detailed, and the way advertisers 
and political campaigns use it has serious 
consequences. 

Polling data is the same contextual busi¬ 
ness intelligence that big brands use in 
their marketing activities, including ad¬ 
vertising. It’s the raw material we use in 
the battle to win hearts and minds, and to 
get people to choose one product or service 
over another — to vote with their wallets. 

If advertisers — and political campaigns 
— want to persuade you, first they need to 
really get to know you. For this purpose, 
marketing departments at big companies 
spend hundreds of millions of dollars and 
employ thousands of people in pursuit of 
data — generating it, managing it and de¬ 
veloping insights and implications from 
it. It’s very expensive, labor-intensive and 
takes a lot of time. Anyone who works for a 


major company knows that big data is the 
business battle of our time, and data and 
analytics operations are mission-critical 
to a company’s profitability and survival. 
Data is one of the most valuable resourc¬ 
es a company has. It’s also one of its most 
guarded secrets. 

The sort of data Manafort shared may 
have comprised the same types of infor¬ 
mation that advertisers covet when trying 
to persuade consumers to buy products. 
Polling data generally starts with simple 
demographic information about people, 
including age, gender, race, household 
income, education level and geographic 
location. But those data sets can be cross- 
referenced with more nuanced—and more 
valuable — information from other sourc¬ 
es, including media-consumption patterns, 
affinity group affiliations and which con¬ 
sumer segments Americans belong to. 

Much of that kind of information is 
fished from the same stream that’s under 
heavy scrutiny for dubious privacy prac¬ 
tices, including data collected from un¬ 
knowing consumers with every Facebook 
like and YouTube view, every mobile loca¬ 
tion-based GPS cellphone ping, and every 
cookied website visit. We’ve seen just how 
devious companies can be when casting 
their nets into these waters. 

Cambridge Analytica manipulated the 
Facebook platform with a fake app that it 
used to harvest personal data from up to 
87 million users. Each of these individuals 
became a data stream of actions they took 
on Facebook: what they liked, watched, 
shared and bought. In the political context, 
this created highly detailed profiles of vot¬ 
ers with whom a campaign could speak 
in their language and according to their 
interests, their fears, their behaviors and 


their values. 

As we learn in fits and starts in our digi¬ 
tal age, the data that’s collected on us and 
from us — the type of data that constitutes 
polling data — is more detailed, more nu¬ 
anced and often more invasive than we re¬ 
ally know. 

We don’t yet know why Manafort alleg¬ 
edly shared this polling data. As The New 
York Times reported, “He might have 
hoped that any proof he was managing a 
winning candidate would help him collect 
money he claimed to be owed for his work 
on behalf of the Ukrainian parties.” 

But it’s a mistake to treat polling data 
as mere briefing material; it’s actionable 
information. Those of us in advertising 
use it to decide who to target; to position 
the brands we represent as distinctive 
from other brands; to develop messag¬ 
ing and ads; and to knock competitors out 
of their positions in consumers’ minds. 
We’ve known since 2017 that the Russian 
disinformation campaign during the 2016 
presidential election did the same thing — 
aiming different posts at people who indi¬ 
cated that they “liked” patriotism or lived 
in Ferguson, Mo. 

Passing on this kind of information gives 
a partner the ability to reach audiences in a 
very personalized way. And if that partner 
is a foreign country intent on influencing 
voters, exploiting divisions and disrupt¬ 
ing elections, the data is priceless. It gives 
them the tools to get pretty close to the holy 
grail of marketing: to be in the right place, 
at the right time, with the right message. 

David Measer is a senior vice president at the 
advertising agency RPA and an adjunct 
professor at the University of Southern 
California’s Annenberg School of 
Communications. 
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Students asked to leave 
pricey hats at home 

NY GREAT NECK — Ad- 
Iri I ministrators at a New 
York middle school are begging 
students to leave their winter hats 
made by Italian apparel company 
Moncler at home because the 
pricey tops keep getting lost. 

The New York Post reported 
that administrators at Great Neck 
North Middle School on Long 
Island wrote a letter to parents 
asking them to “try and redirect 
your middle schooler from wear¬ 
ing these hats to school.” 

Moncler’s knit hats with fur 
pom poms cost $350, though kids’ 
sizes are available for less. 

School administrators said 
time spent looking for lost Mont- 
cler hats has been “disruptive to 
the students’ focus and time.” 

Woman has gun, ammo 
at school hoops game 

P| BOYNTON BEACH 
r L — Police said a Florida 
woman took a handgun and doz¬ 
ens of rounds of ammunition 
to a high school girls’ basketball 
game, almost using the weapon 
during an altercation. 

Palm Beach County schools 
police said Charmea Mosley, 25, 
took the 9 mm handgun and 124 
rounds of ammunition to Boynton 
Beach High School last week. 

A police report says Mosley 
got into an argument with others 
at the game. When they were es¬ 
corted out, police said, Mosley got 
into her vehicle and nearly struck 
the other people with it, then got 
out of the vehicle with the gun, 
saying she was “going to air this 
thing out.” 

Mosley faces charges including 
possession of a weapon on school 
property. 

Town mayor arrested 
on school bus for DUI 

H/IKI RICE — The new 

I vI Iri mayor of a central 
Minnesota town was arrested for 
driving under the influence as he 
prepared to drive a school bus. 

Authorities said Rice Mayor 
Erik Bonde was taken into custo¬ 
dy after police were investigating 
a report that he had a suspended 
driver’s license. Officers said 
Bonde appeared to be intoxicated 
and they found a container with 
an alcoholic beverage on the bus. 

Police said a breath test showed 
that Bonde’s blood alcohol content 
was above the legal limit for driv¬ 
ing. There were no students on 
the bus at the time. 

Gun seized from child, 

6, walking into school 

U COLUMBUS — Police 
n said a handgun was 
confiscated from an Ohio kin- 
dergartner walking into school 
after someone reported that the 
6-year-old boy appeared to have 
a heavy object in his pants. 

Columbus police didn’t disclose 
whether the gun was loaded Fri¬ 
day when it was safely taken from 
a student at Columbus Africen- 
tric Early College. A photo shared 
by police showed bullets with the 
seized firearm. 

Police said the boy won’t be 


THE CENSUS 

gm m m The amount of money Maine is offering for information on a bald eagle that died after being 
T ME found shot with six shotgun pellets lodged in its jaw, wing and leg. Game Warden CpI. John 
M MacDonald said the state’s warden service responded last month to a report of a bald eagle 

® “ acting abnormally on Papoose Pond in Waterford, about 59 miles from Maine’s capital, Au¬ 
gusta. MacDonald said the eagle could fly short only distances but avoided a warden’s attempt 
to capture it. MacDonald said the eagle was “very weak and less mobile” when found again days later. Wardens say 
X-rays revealed six shotgun pellets inside the eagle, which was reported dead days later. 


Andre Teauge, The Bristol (Va.) Herald Courier/AP 

Taking the plunge for St. Jude 

Brave souls take part in the annual Polar Bear Plunge into the cold waters of South Holston Lake from Sportsmans Marina in Abingdon, Va., 
on Saturday. Participants made donations of $10 to $20 to make the plunge, with the money raised going to St. Jude Children’s Hospital. 


charged because he’s so young. 
They’re investigating where he 
got the weapon. 

Town buys old school 
for $1, plans for reuse 

I N STINESVILLE — A tiny 
I lr| southern Indiana town 
that purchased a former elemen¬ 
tary school for $1 plans to turn 
the building into a hub for the 
rural community. 

The Stinesville Town Coun¬ 
cil voted Jan. 8 to purchase the 
former Stinesville Elementary 
School in the town about 15 miles 
northwest of Bloomington. 

The (Bloomington) Herald- 
Times reported that the hilltop 
school, a town fixture since the 
1920s, was closed last year fol¬ 
lowing years of dwindling student 
enrollment. A citizens’ committee 
will be formed to draft proposals 
for the building’s reuse and to 
pursue grant money. 

Man raises another 
2020 flag for Trump 

WT BURLINGTON — A 
w I Vermont man whose 


Trump 2020 flag was removed 
and burned by vandals last year 
has a replacement, and he’s rais¬ 
ing it with a bit of fanfare. 

Gus Klein told WCAX-TV that 
his family received death threats 
after he spoke up about the inci¬ 
dent in November. But he also re¬ 
ceived a call from the president’s 
campaignheadquarterspromising 
to replace the flag. It eventually 
arrived, along with shirts, bumper 
stickers and a hat signed by the 
president and vice president. 

Klein planned to put up the new 
flag accompanied by bagpipe 
music and several Republican 
candidates. 

Business to give rare 
lobster to aquarium 

Nl r\ SILVER SPRING — 
I w I wJ A Maryland seafood 
distributor wants an extremely 
rare lobster to be viewed by many, 
rather than enjoyed by just one on 
a plate. 

Ocean City Seafood, of Silver 
Spring, was unloading a shipment 
from Maine last month when the 
owner found a rare “calico” lob¬ 
ster with a shell in speckled or¬ 


ange and black. Lobsters usually 
have dark blue or greenish-brown 
shells. 

The University of Maine’s Lob¬ 
ster Institute says calico lobsters 
occur about once in every 30 mil¬ 
lion lobsters. 

Ocean City Seafood spokes¬ 
woman Rita Montoya told The 
Baltimore Sun the lobster is now 
in a special tank until it’s relocat¬ 
ed to an aquarium. 

Man charged after 
dog abuse recorded 

N U PORTSMOUTH—Po- 
I n lice in New Hampshire 
have accused a man of repeatedly 
jerking a dog’s leash on a walk 
and kicking the animal. 

Police told WMUR-TV the man 
allegedly was training the 3-year- 
old Australian Cattle Dog to help 
the animal adjust to traffic condi¬ 
tions. But cellphone video sent to 
police appears to show him lifting 
the dog off the ground by a neck 
leash, causing the animal to twist 
in the air. 

Another clip shows the dog 
being kicked in the ribs, and a 
third shows the dog’s leash jerked 


violently. 

Police charged David Dantino, 
36, who isn’t the dog’s owner, with 
three counts of animal cruelty. 
He’s scheduled to be arraigned 
on March 4. 

Woman banned from 
Walmart over incident 

TV WICHITA FALLS 
I W — Police in northern 
Texas said a woman was banned 
from a local Walmart after she 
spent several hours driving an 
electric shopping cart around the 
store’s parking lot while drinking 
wine from a Pringles can. 

Police told the Times Record 
News that officers responded to 
a suspicious person call about 
9 a.m. Friday at a Walmart in 
Wichita Falls, about 125 miles 
northwest of Dallas. 

Wichita Falls police spokesman 
Jeff Hughes said the woman had 
reportedly been riding the elec¬ 
tric cart around the parking lot 
for about three hours. He said po¬ 
lice eventually found the woman 
in a nearby restaurant and told 
her not to return to the store. 

From wire reports 
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too much 
BAGGAGE 


Penn Badgley of ‘You’ isn’t the 
first actor to hate his character 

M 

V 

k f > 

By Travis M. Andrews 


The Washington Post 


Actor Penn Badgley has received a flood of amorous 
messages from thirsty fans of his Lifetime show “You” 
imploring him to “kidnap me, pis.” 

Those messages get a little creepier once you real¬ 
ize his character is a murderer and all-around bad guy. 
Though he enjoys portraying the complex character 
(and will continue to do so in Season 2), he’s not exactly 
thrilled that fans have taken to romanticizing the fic¬ 
tional stalker. 

w 

It got us thinking: What other actors hated their icon¬ 
ic characters and why? Turns out, it’s more common 
than you might think. 

Penn Badgley 

Lifetime 


It’s the rare occasion that an actor’s detestation 
for his character actually makes for a better per¬ 
formance — but that’s exactly what happened with 
Harrison Ford’s breakout role in the first three 
Star Wars movies. 

“As a character he was not so interesting to me. 
I thought he should have died in the last one, just 
to give it some bottom. George [Lucas] didn’t think 
there was any future in dead Han toys,” he told 
ABC in 2010, the same year he told MTV of the 
character, “I’m done with him.” 

“The character kind of mocks 
the movies that he’s in,” Ryan 
Britt, author of “Luke Skywalker 
Can’t Read,” told The Washing¬ 
ton Post in May. “You always got 
the impression that he didn’t re¬ 
ally care. ... You always got the 
impression that he could literally 
walk out at any second, and not in a prima donna 
kind of way, just in an ‘I’m done’ kind of way.” 

Strange as it might sound, many feel this actu¬ 
ally improved the movies. 

“He’s what makes these films different, because 
he’s a skeptic,” Chris Ryan, editorial director of 
the Ringer, told The Post in May. “He was able to 
take this arcane, mythology-sci-fi dialogue and 
make it sound like it was from a guy on the street. 
It showed that ‘Star Wars’ was not otherworldly, 
even while some of that stuff was foreign to us.” 



Back when Mark Wahlberg was Marky Mark, 
the rapper decided to give acting a go. His break¬ 
out role came in Paul Thomas Anderson’s “Boo¬ 
gie Nights” as porn star Dirk Diggler, who spirals 
into drug addiction as he climbs the adult film lad¬ 
der. The movie is considered a classic and among 
Wahlberg’s best screenwork. 

Though the then-young actor 
seemed to relish in the role at the 
time, his opinion has changed. A 
devout Catholic, Wahlberg told 
a crowd in Chicago that he now 
regrets some of his films — espe¬ 
cially “Boogie Nights.” 

“I just always hope that God is 
a movie fan and also forgiving because I’ve made 
some poor choices in my past,” he said. 



Katherine Heigl is no stranger to speaking her 
mind about movies — even, or perhaps especially, 
the ones in which she appears. About “Knocked 
Up,” in which she co-stars, she told Vanity Fair: “It 
was a little sexist. It paints the women as shrews, 
as humorless and uptight. ... Ninety-eight percent 


of the time it was an amazing experience, but it 
was hard for me to love the movie.” 

Some argue that her comments about the story 
arc of her “Grey’s Anatomy” 
character, Izzie Stevens, led to 
her dismissal from the show. 

After winning an Emmy in 
2007 for the character, Heigl re¬ 
fused to submit her performance 
for consideration in 2008, calling 
her character’s story line “a rat¬ 
ings ploy.” 

This infuriated much of the show’s cast and 
crew, and she eventually left the show in 2010. 

One of Hollywood’s dream roles is James Bond. 
The work is consistent, lucrative and part of the 
silver screen’s fine history. Someone should prob¬ 
ably mention this to Daniel Craig, who despises 
playing the character. 

Craig told Time Out London 
in 2015 of reprising the role: “I’d 
rather break this glass and slash 
my wrists. ... We’re done. All I 
want to do is move on.” 

“If I did another Bond movie,” 

Craig added, “it would only be 
for the money.” 

Looks like someone needed money because 
Craig has, indeed, reprised the role for the 25th 
installment of the series, due out in 2020. 

Robert Pattinson despises his iconic “Twilight” 
character, Edward Cullen, with a fury unlike any 
other. Pattinson has complained throughout so 
many interviews about Edward, the century-old 
telepathic vampire who falls for Kristen Stewart’s 
Bella, that there’s an entire Tumblr feed dedicated 
to his most (self-) scathing comments. 

He has said “Twilight” “seemed like a book that 
shouldn’t be published.” That 
“if Edward was not a fictional 
character, and you just met him 
in reality — you know, he’s one 
of those guys who would be an 
ax murderer.” He called his per¬ 
formance “a mixture of looking 
slightly constipated and stoned.” 

Toward the end of his run as 
Edward, Jimmy Fallon said to Pattinson, “There’s 
millions of ‘Twilight’ fans out there that just can¬ 
not wait to see [the final movie]. It’s almost heart¬ 
breaking because they don’t want it to be over. It’s 
a little bittersweet, isn’t it?” 

“For them!” the actor replied. 





Maroon 5, Travis Scott, Big Boi 
to play Super Bowl halftime show 


Associated Press 

The NFL on Sunday ended 
months of uncertainty by offi¬ 
cially announcing Maroon 5, Big 
Boi and Travis Scott as the per¬ 
formers at this year’s Super Bowl 
halftime show. 

Maroon 5 had been the widely 
reported halftime show act since 
September, but the NFL didn’t 
confirm the band as its head¬ 
liner until Sunday. The league 
said Maroon 5 will be joined by 
Big Boi, the Atlanta-based rapper 
from Outkast, and Scott. 

Typically one of the most 
fiercely sought gigs in music, the 
Super Bowl halftime show has 
this year been the subject of boy¬ 
cott and protest. Numerous acts 
have turned down the NFL in 
support of Colin Kaepernick and 
other players who have taken a 
knee during the national anthem 
in protest of racial injustice. 

Gerald Griggs, vice president of 
the Atlanta chapter of the NAACP, 
has said the NAACP asked per¬ 
formers who have signed up to 
reconsider their participation. 
More than 84,000 have signed an 
online petition urging Maroon 5 
to withdraw from the Super Bowl 
“until the league changes their 
policy and support players’ con¬ 
stitutional right to protest.” 

Billboard reported that Scott, 
who reportedly signed on in De¬ 
cember, only agreed to perform 
if the NFL made a joint donation 
to an organization fighting for so¬ 
cial justice. With the NFL, Scott 
made a $500,000 donation to Van 
Jones’ Dream Corps. 

'Roma’ top film at 
Critics’ Choice Awards 

“Roma” is the top winner at the 
Critics’ Choice Awards, winning 
best picture, foreign language 
film and a pair of individual hon¬ 
ors for director Alfonso Cuaron. 

Sunday’s ceremony in Santa 
Monica, Calif., also split the top 
actress award between Glenn 
Close for “The Wife” and Lady 
Gaga for “A Star Is Born.” 

“The Americans” and “The 
Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” tied for 
top television winners with three 
apiece. 

“Black Panther” and “Vice” 
each won three awards, includ¬ 
ing best actor for Christian Bale 
for his portrayal of former Vice 
President Dick Cheney. 

'The Upside’ unseats 
'Aquaman’ at box office 

Kevin Hart isn’t hosting the 
Oscars, but he’s got a number 
one movie. “The Upside,” star¬ 
ring Hart and Bryan Cranston, 
surpassed expectations to open 
with $19.6 million in ticket sales, 
according to studio estimates 
Sunday. 

“Aquaman” took in $17.3 mil¬ 
lion and dropped to second after 
the aquatic superhero’s three- 
week reign atop the North Ameri¬ 
can box office. The Warner Bros, 
film still passed $1 billion world¬ 
wide over the weekend, becom¬ 
ing the first DC Comics release 
to reach that mark since 2012’s 
“The Dark Knight Rises.” 


“The Upside” stars Hart as an 
ex-con who becomes a caretaker 
for a physically disabled author 
(Cranston). 

“A Dog’s Way Home,” Sony’s 
canine adventure, opened solidly 
in third place with $11.3 million. 

An egg beats Jenner 
for most-liked post 

Kylie Jenner’s birth announce¬ 
ment is no longer the most-liked 
post on Instagram. 

A photo of a simple brown egg 
had 32.5 million likes as of Mon¬ 
day afternoon, blowing away the 
18 million generated last year 
when Jenner posted a photo of her 
daughter Stormi. 

The photo was posted Jan. 4 on 
the world_record_egg account. 
The poster aimed to set a record 
and “get the most liked post on 
Instagram.” 

Jenner responded to the egg 
dethroning her, posting a video 
on Instagram of her cracking a 
brown egg over pavement. She 
wrote: “Take that little egg.” 

'Green Book’ writer 
apologizes for old tweet 

“Green Book” co-writer Nick 
Vallelonga has apologized for a 
2015 tweet about Muslims and 
9/11 that has resurfaced a few 
days after the film won a Golden 
Globe Award. 

In the tweet, he said then-presi¬ 
dential-candidate Donald Trump 
was “100% correct” that local 
television news in New York on 
9/11 showed Muslims in Jersey 
City cheering when the towers 
came down, and he had seen it. 

There is no evidence such cel¬ 
ebrations occurred. 

“I spent my life trying to bring 
this story of overcoming differ¬ 
ences and finding common ground 
to the screen, and I am incredibly 
sorry to everyone associated with 
‘Green Book,’ ” Vallelonga said in 
a statement Jan. 10. “I especially 
deeply apologize to the brilliant 
and kind Mahershala Ali, and all 
members of the Muslim faith, for 
the hurt I have caused.” 

Vallelonga has now deleted his 
Twitter account. 

Other news 

■ A whirlwind romance is 
leading to an engagement for 
actor Chris Pratt and Katherine 
Schwarzenegger. Pratt, 39, post¬ 
ed a photo of his 29-year-old part¬ 
ner sporting an engagement ring 
Monday on Instagram. He wrote, 
“Sweet Katherine, so happy you 
said yes!” There’s no word on 
when the wedding will take place. 
Schwarzenegger is the elder 
daughter of actor Arnold Schwar¬ 
zenegger and Maria Shriver. 

■ HBO announced Sunday 
night that the eighth and final 
season of “Game of Thrones” 
will begin on April 14. 

■ Shirley Boone, the longtime 
wife of singer Pat Boone as well 
as a philanthropist, died Jan. 11. 
She was 84. 

■ Jo Andres, a filmmaker and 
choreographer married to actor 
Steve Buscemi, has died. She was 
64. 
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2019 Forester redesigned, inside and out 


By Emma Jayne Williams 
Fort Worth (Texas) Star-Telegram 

T he Subaru Forester has been com¬ 
pletely redesigned inside and out 
for its fifth generation, bringing 
the best-equipped, roomiest, most- 
capable and most-versatile Forester ever 
built. 

Technology upgrades include the all-new 
DriverFocus Distraction Mitigation sys¬ 
tem for the first time and only on the 2019 
Forester. 

New features include EyeSight Driver 
Assist Technology, LED headlights, auto 
start/stop, Si-Drive Engine Performance 
management, Active Torque Vectoring, 
Automatic Climate Control, Electronic 
Parking Brake, Trailer Stability Assist and 
welcome lighting. 

EyeSight is standard on all versions of 
Forester, and includes automatic pre-colli¬ 
sion braking, adaptive cruise control, lane- 
departure and sway warnings, lane-keep 
assist, pre-collision throttle management, 
and lead-vehicle start alert. 

Pre-collision braking can apply full 
braking to completely stop the vehicle in 
emergency situations. Pre-collision throttle 
management restricts engine output if the 
driver accelerates when EyeSight detects 
an object in front of the vehicle. Lead-ve¬ 
hicle start alert prompts the driver that the 
vehicle ahead is moving away after being 
stopped. Lane-keep assist helps avoid lane 
drifting by gently steering the vehicle back 
to the proper lane. 

EyeSight has been found to reduce 
rear-end crashes with injuries by up to 85 
percent. 



Updated Starlink Multimedia with Apple 
CarPlay, Android Auto and Pandora are 
standard in the 2019 Subaru Forester. 


Brake assist increases braking pressure 
in emergency braking situations, while 
brake override reduces the likelihood of 
unintended acceleration by cutting engine 
power if the gas pedal and the brake pedal 
are pressed at the same time. 

Forester is available in standard ($24,295), 
Premium ($26,695), Limited ($30,795), 
Touring ($34,295), and new Sport ($28,795) 
trim levels, each adding more features and 
amenities, while maintaining the vehicle’s 
rugged capability. 

My 2019 Touring is the most luxurious 
Forester, with new heated rear seats and 
steering wheel, memory for the exterior 
mirrors and driver’s seat, and downward- 
tilt mirror function when reversing. 

A new version of the 2.5-liter Subaru 
boxer four-cylinder engine with auto stop/ 
start, along with a standard Lineartronic 
CVT, allows Forester to achieve a fuel-effi¬ 
cient 26 mpg city/33 highway/29 combined. 
With mostly local/neighborhood driving, I 


achieved 28.5 mpg. 

The new engine produces 182 horsepow¬ 
er versus the 170 horsepower of the previ¬ 
ous engine and yields quicker acceleration. 
Sport and Touring trims feature a seven- 
speed manual mode, using steering wheel 
paddle shifters. 

Subaru’s legendary Symmetrical All- 
Wheel Drive is standard on all trims, moni¬ 
toring acceleration/deceleration, cornering, 
and traction, delivering optimal distribution 
of power to the wheels with the best grip for 
maximum traction, better handling, im¬ 
proved efficiency and quick response to 
road conditions. 

Standard driver-selectable Si-Drive al¬ 
lows the driver to tailor throttle character¬ 
istics by choosing “Intelligent” or “Sport” 
mode. Intelligent smooths accelerator input 
for fuel savings, while Sport emphasizes 
performance. 

My Forester Touring had standard LED 
steering-responsive headlights, which 
tracked the direction of the turn for better 
visibility, and high-beam assist — working 
with EyeSight — to switch the headlights 
between high and low when an oncoming 
vehicle was detected. 

All but the base model have driver-se¬ 
lectable X-Mode with hill-descent control, 
which optimizes control of the engine, 
transmission shift patterns, active AWD 
front/rear clutch force, and brakes for max¬ 
imum traction on slippery surfaces and 
steep inclines. For 2019, my Touring came 
with a dual-mode version with Snow/Dirt 
and Deep Snow/Mud modes, in addition to 
Snow and Mud in the basic X-Mode system. 

Raised roof rails with new integrated tie¬ 
down hooks are designed for flexibility in 


hauling cargo carriers or sports equipment 
with available accessories or lashing down 
a Christmas tree. With 8.7 inches of ground 
clearance, more than most competitors, 
Forester is ready for off-road driving, yet 
has an easy step-in height. 

My Forester was spacious with new front 
seats (heated) constructed for comfort on 
long drives. Interior upgrades included 
high-quality, soft-touch materials and con¬ 
trast stitching throughout, heated second- 
row outboard seats and second-row A/C 
vents and dual USB ports. 

The power liftgate was a plus, along with 
grocery bag and tie-down hooks, under¬ 
floor storage (a temporary spare under the 
under-floor storage), and a removable cargo 
tray (with embossed bamboo cane design). 

My Forester had blind-spot detection and 
rear cross-traffic alert, a rearview camera, 
new tire-pressure monitor with individual 
tire display and new standard trailer stabil¬ 
ity assist (brakes individual wheels to stabi¬ 
lize the vehicle and trailer). 

A new automatic power door lock/unlock 
system locks all doors, the liftgate and fuel 
door once the vehicle reaches 13 mph. For¬ 
ester’s new platform uses the latest Subaru 
ring-shaped reinforcement frame design, 
providing excellent occupant protection in 
a collision, along with multiple air bags in¬ 
cluding side-curtain front and rear. 

Reclining rear seatbacks helped make the 
rear passengers comfortable, and a heated 
windshield de-icer and heated side mirrors 
were handy on frosty mornings. 

The cabin was quiet, roomy and well 
equipped. 

My Forester, with $975 destination charg¬ 
es added, delivered for $35,270. 


2019 VOLVO XC90 T5 MOMENTUM 

ORDER YOURS WITH THE SIMPLICITY OFFER FROM ONLY $40,010* JLi 

https://capitolmotors.com info@capitolmotors.com 
45 years serving the Military and Diplomatic communities in Germany and Italy 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 


China’s 2018 trade surplus with US hits record 



Containers are loaded onto a cargo ship Friday at a port in Qingdao in east China’s Shandong province. 
China’s trade growth slowed last year amid a tariff battle with Washington and weakened global 
consumer demand. 


*The record U.S. trade deficit with China will sit 
uncomfortably with the Trump administration, f 

Nick Marro 

Economist Intelligence Unit 


By Joe McDonald 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — China’s 2018 trade 
surplus with the United States 
surged to a record $323.3 billion, 
but exports contracted in De¬ 
cember as the delayed impact of 
President Donald Trump’s tariff 
increases started to hurt demand. 

Exports to the United States in 
2018 rose 11.3 percent to $478.4 
billion despite Trump’s punitive 
duties in a fight over Chinese 
technology ambitions, customs 
data showed Monday. Imports 
of American goods rose just 0.7 
percent over 2017, reflecting Bei¬ 
jing’s retaliatory tariffs and en¬ 
couragement to importers to buy 
more from non-U.S. suppliers. 

In December, Chinese exports 
to the United States that had held 
up through much of the year fell 
3.5 percent from a year earlier, 
to $40.3 billion. Sales to the U.S. 
market had kept growing by 
double digits in previous months 
as Chinese exporters rushed to 
fill orders, but forecasters said 
American orders would slump 
once the full impact of Trump’s 
penalties hit. 

The slowdown adds to pressure 
on Beijing to resolve the battle 
with Trump at a time when the 
ruling Communist Party also is 
trying to reverse an economic 
slowdown. 

“The external environment 
is still complicated and se¬ 
vere,” a customs agency spokes¬ 
man, Li Kuiwen, said at a news 
conference. 

Li cited dangers including “pro¬ 
tectionism and unilateralism” 
— a reference to Trump’s import 
controls — a possible slowdown in 
global economic growth and a de¬ 
cline in cross-border investment. 

U.S. and Chinese officials 
ended a three-day negotiating 


session last week with no sign of 
agreements or word on what their 
next step would be. 

“The record U.S. trade deficit 
with China will sit uncomfortably 
with the Trump administration,” 
Nick Marro, of the Economist In¬ 
telligence Unit, said in a report. 
“That may cast a shadow over the 
next round of trade talks.” 

Trump and his Chinese coun¬ 
terpart, Xi Jinping, agreed on 
Dec. 1 to postpone additional 
tariff increases for 90 days while 


they negotiated. But penalties of 
up to 25 percent already imposed 
on billions of dollars of each oth¬ 
er’s goods remain in place, raising 
the cost for American and Chi¬ 
nese buyers of soybeans, medical 
equipment and other goods. 

Trump is pressing Beijing to 
roll back plans for the state-led 
creation of Chinese champions 
in robotics and other tech fields. 
Washington, Europe and other 
trading partners complain such 
policies violate its market-open¬ 


ing obligations. Chinese officials 
have suggested initiatives such as 
“Made in China 2025” might be 
opened to foreign companies, but 
they refuse to abandon strategies 
they see as a path to prosperity 
and more global influence. 

Chinese leaders are trying 
to reduce reliance on trade and 
nurture self-sustaining economic 
growth based on domestic con¬ 
sumer spending. But their plans 
call for keeping exports stable to 
avoid politically dangerous job 
losses. 

Some companies have shifted 
production of goods bound for 
the United States out of China to 
avoid Trump’s tariffs. Others are 
lining up non-Chinese suppliers 
of industrial components. 

December’s trade contraction 
is likely “to continue into 2019 


due to falling foreign demand, 
including demand for Chinese- 
made electronic products,” Iris 
Pang, of ING, said in a report. 

Pang noted Chinese imports of 
more advanced technology for use 
in manufacturing smartphones 
and other higher technology 
products declined 14.9 percent 
in December, nearly double the 
size of the contraction in overall 
trade. 

That likely is due in part to “for¬ 
eign companies avoiding using 
China-made electronic compo¬ 
nents,” Pang said in a report. 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 15). 

Dollar buys (Jan. 15). 

British pound (Jan. 15). 

Japanese yen (Jan. 15). 

South Korean won (Jan. 15). 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

.$1.1762 

.€0.8502 

.$1.32 

.105.00 

.1,092.00 

.0.3769 

.$1.2847 

Canada (Dollar >. 

China (Yuan). 

.1.3269 

.6.7691 

Denmark (Krone).6.5106 

Egypt (Pound).17.9205 

Euro.$1.1464/0.8723 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8431 

Hungary (Forint).280.35 

Israel (Shekel).3.6631 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

.0.3029 

Norway iKiono). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

.8.5265 

.52.27 

.3.74 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

.3.7511 

.1.3538 

.1,123.36 

.0.9815 

.31.95 


....5.4855 


Turkey (Lira). 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


.5.50 

.3.00 

rate.2.40 

.2.37 

.3.03 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


TUESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


TUESDAY IN EUROPE 


WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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Digital Access 

INTRO OFFER! 

FOUR WEEKS Web + Mobile 

When you subscribe to 
Stripes Digital Access... 

Get exclusive access to innovative digital 
features, interactive articles, award-winning 
photography and more. Enjoy unlimited 
access to the Stripes.com website and our 
Stars and Stripes mobile apps, all for a low 
monthly or annual subscription. 


Stars and Stripes content features 

• Access to Stars and Stripes mobile apps 

• Exclusive reports on military matters 

• Coverage of all military branches 

• Special features on current issues 

• Veterans topics 

• Retrospectives such as Vietnam at 50 

• Archive Photo of the Day 

• Unbiased, First Amendment protected 
reporting from U.S. military bases around 
the world. 


Subscribe Today! 


stripes.com/subscribe 
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WHEN THE POLICE SAIL7 THE , 
SUSPECT WAS A WHITE NAN g 
IN A TRUCK, YOU ALL WANTED g 
TO TALK ABOUT RACISM- 1 



BUT IT TURNED OUT THE 
REAL SHOOTER WAS A 
COUPLE OF BLACK GUYS. 
NOW YOU’RE TALKING ABOUT 
CONS AND CANES, BUT 
NOT ONE MENTION OF 



ITS NORMAL\ 
TO CHANGE ( 
YOUR FOCUS \ 
WHEN YOU GET 
NEW FACTS. J 

f UA! 

YOU FLIP- 
'yFLOPPER. 


Zifa 


BET YOU WISH YOU HADN'T 
MADE SUCH A BIG PEAL OUT 
OF A LITTLE GIRL GETTING 
SHOT. 




I wa£ a furry 
myfielf, tut a£ I 
gpt older, I te^ame 
more of a prickly. 


'Pf-ct.tJ King Features 

BlZAKKO.COM 
Fadel wk.dom/2i &arroCovnid£ 

©2019 glZARBj- 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Tub session 
5 Petrol 
8 Microwaves 

12 Jai — 

13 Dadaist 
artist 

14 Vicinity 

15 Home to the 
Buccaneers 

17 Fish feature 

18 Evening hrs. 

19 Whirl 
21 Jazz genre 

24 Crossword hint 

25 Former mates 

26 Turquoise¬ 
like color 

30 Mimic 

31 Rib 

32 Ltr. holder 

33 Pentagon VIPs 

35 Broad 

36 The Eternal City 

37 Golfer’s wear 

38 Calms 

41 Actor Holbrook 

42 Canal zone 

43 Dorm room 
sleepers 

48 Curved molding 

49 Corn spike 

50 Pakistani 
language 

51 Office plant 

1-15 

CMY VDSTM VPDCCMT IPDI 

UMDIEHMX DTT XQHIX QU 

XPQYX DSQEI CEVTMDH 

HMDVIWQCX: IMTM-UWXXWQC. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN YOU CUT A 
HERO SANDWICH INTO SEVERAL PIECES, I 
WOULD PROBABLY CALL THAT SUB DIVISION. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals C 


52 Reuben bread 

53 Grate 

DOWN 

1 Cudgel 

2 Pie — mode 

3 Highland hat 

4 Zoo 

heavyweights 

5 Yaks 

6 Coach 
Parseghian 

7 Small telescope 


22 Big fair, for short 

23 Pager sound 

24 Stop 

26 Trucker in 
a union 

27 Floral rings 

28 Nullify 

29 Always 

31 Helen’s home 

34 Impudent 

35 Orville’s brother 
37 Moving day 

rental 


8 Capital of Croatia 38 Starting 

9 Operatic solo 39 Olympic sled 


10 Hide 

11 Auction 

16 Sound booster 

20 Year-end 
celebration 

21 Tempo 


40 Lusty look 

41 Employ 

44 Path 

45 Epoch 

46 License to drill? 

47 Dine 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARS^STRIPES: 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 



Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
buyers with classifieds 


140 Tax Assistance 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 


relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


H&R BLOCK 8 

Germany H&R Block Tax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

ijb&l 

1m\ 

x help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemons@hrblock.com^ 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


STARS^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARSlQfSTRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 






Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Classifiedsl 



































































Page 24 


mmnmfoim 


•Stars and Stripes* 


Tuesday, January 15,2019 



Support 
the mission 


When you’re serving at a base in Afghanistan or one of the Gulf States, an American newspaper is an 
important link to home. At an isolated location like that, you can develop a real hunger for world and 
national news, stories with a military focus... news that really matters to you. 

Stars and Stripes delivers thousands of papers a day downrange, seven days a week — and we count on 
financial support from our subscribers and advertisers to get those papers to our forward deployed forces. 
Why? Although part of the Department of Defense, Stars and Stripes is editorially independent and 
maintaining our independence demands that we meet most of our financial obligations through our 
own commercial activities. That means selling subscriptions and advertising. Your subscription can 
make a difference. Donating a mail subscription to a VA hospital or clinic can help even more. 

Subscribe today: Stripes.com/digital or email MemberServices@stripes.com for more information. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Sony Open 


Sunday 
At Waialae CC 
Honolulu 

Purse: $6.4 million 

Yardage: 7,044; Par: 70 
Final 

Matt Kuchar, $1,152,000 63-63-66-66-258 -22 

A. utnam, $691,200 62-65-67-68-262 -18 

C. Conners, $307,200 68-67-64-64-263 -17 

M.Leishman, $307,200 67-64-68-64-263 -17 
Chez Reavie, $307,200 65-65-66-67-263 -17 
H.Swafford, $307,200 65-67-67-64-263 -17 

Davis Love III, $214,400 67-68-64-65-264 -16 

C. Howell III, $192,000 69-66-64-66-265 -15 
Brian Stuard, $192,000 66-69-64-66-265 -15 

B. DeChambeau, $160,000 69-67-63-67-266 -14 

Sung Kang, $160,000 70-67-65-64-266 -14 

S. Munoz, $160,000 68-65-68-65-266 -14 

Patrick Reed, $123,733 68-66-68-65-267 -13 
Patton Kizzire, $123,733 67-68-67-65-267 -13 
Ted Potter, Jr., $123,733 66-65-68-68-267 -13 
Sungjae Im, $99,200 71-64-65-68-268 -12 

Keith Mitchell, $99,200 68-65-63-72-268 -12 
B.Snedeker, $99,200 66-69-65-68-268 -12 

Justin Thomas, $99,200 67-68-67-66-268 -12 
Stewart Cink, $80,000 68-62-70-69-269 -11 

J.T. Poston, $80,000 68-66-69-66-269 -11 

Ryan Armour, $57,691 72-64-68-66-270 -10 
Joel Dahmen, $57,691 67-70-66-67-270 -10 

Harris English, $57,691 68-68-67-67 -270 -10 
Brian Gay, $57,691 67-69-68-66-270 -10 

Cameron Smith, $57,691 66-68-69-67-270 -10 
Kyle Stanley, $57,691 73-64-68-65-270 -10 

Emiliano Grillo, $57,691 70-68-63-69-270 -10 
Abraham Ancer, $42,560 68-66-68-69-271 -9 
Keegan Bradley, $42,560 68-65-70-68-271 -9 
Matt Jones, $42,560 67-69-67-68-271 -9 

Carlos Ortiz, $42,560 68-69-70-64-271 -9 

D. Bozzelli, $31,040 71-64-64-73-272 -8 

Scott Brown, $31,040 68-66-70-68-272 -8 

Brice Garnett, $31,040 70-68-68-66-272 -8 
Shugo Imahira, $31,040 65-67-71-69-272 -8 
Scott Piercy, $31,040 71-66-66-69-272 -8 

Ian Poulter, $31,040 69-69-66-68-272 -8 

Rory Sabbatini, $31,040 68-67-68-69-272 -8 
Sam Saunders, $31,040 68-69-68-67-272 -8 
Roger Sloan, $31,040 69-65-66-72-272 -8 

Y.E. Yang, $31,040 68-68-70-66-272 -8 

Julian Etulain, $19,488 67-67-68-71-273 -7 
Jim Herman, $19,488 69-68-69-67-273 -7 

Stephan Jaeger, $19,488 69-69-65-70-273 -7 
Russell Knox, $19,488 68-67-69-69-273 -7 

Anirban Lahiri, $19,488 68-68-71-66-273 -7 
Scott Langley, $19,488 70-67-66-70-273 -7 
Hank Lebioda, $19,488 70-67-68-68-273 -7 
Adam Svensson, $19,488 61-74-70-68-273 -7 
Dylan Frittelli, $15,061 67-69-67-71-274 -6 
Alex Prugh, $15,061 73-65-65-71-274 -6 

B.Harkins, $15,061 71-66-70-67-274 -6 

Jim Knous, $15,061 66-69-69-70-274 -6 

H. Matsuyama, $15,061 69-67-65-73-274 -6 
Jimmy Walker, $15,061 69-69-67-69-274 -6 
Tyler Duncan, $14,080 72-66-66-71-275 -5 
Fabian Gomez, $14,080 70-67-69-69-275 -5 
Adam Hadwin, $14,080 73-65-70-67-275 -5 
Trey Mullinax, $14,080 68-70-70-67-275 -5 
Wes Roach, $14,080 67-68-70-70-275 -5 

Jose Jesdriguez, $14,080 66-70-70-69-275 -5 
Chase Wright, $14,080 69-68-67-71-275 -5 
Ryan Blaum, $13,504 68-66-71-71-276 -4 

Yuki Inamori, $13,504 69-68-71-68-276 -4 

Russell Henley, $13,312 68-69-71-69-277 -3 
Rikuya Hoshino, $13,120 66-72-69-71-278 -2 
J. Wagner, $13,120 68-69-70-71-278 -2 

Kevin Kisner, $12,864 69-69-68-73-279 -1 

M. Thompson, $12,864 66-69-70-74-279 -1 
Danny Lee, $12,672 70-66-70-74-280 E 

Made cut, did not finish 
Eric Dugas, $12,544 67-71-71-209 -1 

Cameron Champ, $12,224 69-68-73-210 E 
Jason Dufner, $12,224 66-72-72-210 E 

Steve Strieker, $12,224 71-67-72-210 E 

Martin Trainer, $12,224 69-68-73-210 E 

Mackenzie Hughes, $11,840 70-68-73-211 +1 
Sean O’Hair, $11,840 69-68-74-211 +1 

Brady Schnell, $11,648 71-67-74-212 +2 

Gary Woodland, $11,520 71-66-76-213 +3 

Joey Garber, $11,392 71-67-76-214 +4 

PGA Tour schedule 

Jan. 17-20 — Desert Challenge, PGA 
West (Stadium Course, Nicklaus Tour¬ 
nament Course) and La Quinta CC, La 
Quinta, Calif. 

Jan. 24-27 — Farmers Insurance Open, 
Torrey Pines GC, San Diego 

Jan. 31-Feb. 3 — Waste Management 
Phoenix Open, TPC Scottsdale, Scotts¬ 
dale, Ariz. 


College football 


Schedule 

Saturday, Jan. 19 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 
East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Pasadena, Calif. 
American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 26 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 
North vs. South 


College basketball 


Men's AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. Duke (14-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Syracuse, Monday. 

2. Michigan (17-0) beat Northwestern 
80-60. Next: at Wisconsin, Saturday. 

3. Tennessee (14-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Arkansas, Tuesday. 

4. Virginia (15-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 9 Virginia Tech, Tuesday. 

5. Gonzaga (16-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Loyola Marymount, Thursday. 

6. Michigan State (15-2) beat Penn 
State 71-56. Next: at Nebraska, Thurs- 

lay. 

7. Kansas (14-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Texas, Monday. 

8. Texas Tech (15-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 20 Iowa State, Wednesday. 

9. Virginia Tech (14-1) did not play. 
Next: at No. 4 Virginia, Tuesday. 

10. Nevada (16-1) did not play. Next: at 
Boise State, Tuesday. 

11. Auburn (12-3) did not play. Next: at 
Texas A&M, Wednesday. 

12. North Carolina (12-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Notre Dame, Tuesday. 

13. Florida State (13-3) did not play. 
Next: at Pittsburgh, Monday. 

14. Mississippi State (12-3) did not 
play. Next: vs. Florida, Tuesday. 

15. N.C. State (14-2) did not play. Next: 
at Wake Forest, Tuesday. 

16. Ohio State (12-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Maryland, Friday. 

17. Houston (16-1) did not play. Next: 
at SMU, Wednesday. 

18. Kentucky (12-3) did not play. Next: 
at Georgia, Tuesday. 

19. Buffalo (15-1) did not play. Next: at 
Western Michigan, Tuesday. 

20. Iowa State (12-4) did not play. Next: 
at No. 8 Texas Tech, Wednesday. 

21. Marquette (14-3) did not play. Next: 
at Georgetown, Tuesday. 

22. Indiana (12-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Nebraska, Monday. 

23. Oklahoma (13-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Kansas State, Wednesday. 

24. St. John’s (14-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Creighton, Wednesday. 

25. TCU (12-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
West Virginia, Tuesday. 

Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

George Mason 84, Rhode Island 67 
Iona 88, Canisius 70 
Michigan St. 71, Penn St. 56 
Quinnipiac 80, Fairfield 78 
Rider 104, Niagara 84 
St. Peter’s 72, Marist 63 

SOUTH 

Memphis 83, Tulane 79 
South Carolina 85, Missouri 75 
UCF 76, East Carolina 65 

MIDWEST 

Dayton 72, UMass 67 
Michigan 80, Northwestern 60 
N. Iowa 57, Drake 54 
South Dakota 87, Purdue Fort Wayne 
73 

Villanova 90, Creighton 78 
Xavier 70, Butler 69 

FAR WEST 

Oregon 81, Southern Cal 60 
Oregon St. 79, UCLA 66 

Women’s AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. Notre Dame (16-1) beat Wake Forest 
78-48. Next: at Virginia Tech, Wednes¬ 
day. 

2. Louisville (15-1) beat Georgia Tech 
61-44. Next: vs. Virginia, Thursday. 

3. UConn (14-1) beat South Florida 63- 
46. Next: at Tulane, Wednesday. 

4. Baylor (13-1) did not play. Next: at 
Kansas, Wednesday. 

5. Oregon (15-1) beat UCLA 72-52. Next: 
vs. No. 19 Arizona State, Friday. 

6. Stanford (14-1) beat Arizona 78-48. 
Next: vs. Washington, Friday. 

7. Mississippi State (15-1) did not play. 


AP sportlight 


Next: at Auburn, Monday. 

8. N.C. State (17-0) beat Virginia 66-38. 
Next: vs. Virginia Tech, Sunday. 

9. Maryland (15-1) did not play. Next: 
at No. 23 Michigan State, Thursday. 

10. Oregon State (14-2) beat Southern 
Cal 76-52. Next: vs. Arizona, Friday. 

11. Texas (14-2) did not play. Next: at 
Kansas State, Wednesday. 

12. Syracuse (14-2) beat North Caro¬ 
lina 90-77. Next: at Pittsburgh, Thursday. 

13. Tennessee (12-4) lost to Georgia 
66-62. Next: at Alabama, Thursday. 

14. Gonzaga (16-1) did not play. Next: 
at BYU, Thursday. 

15. Marquette (14-3) beat Georgetown 
72-62. Next: vs. Seton Hall, Friday. 

16. Kentucky (15-3) lost to Mississippi 
55-49. Next: at LSU, Thursday. 

17. Iowa (11-4) did not play. Next: at 
No. 18 Minnesota, Monday. 

18. Minnesota (12-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 17 Iowa, Monday. 

19. Arizona State (12-4) beat No. 24 
California 62-61. Next: at No. 5 Oregon, 
Friday. 

20. Iowa State (13-3) did not play. Next: 
at West Virginia, Wednesday. 

21. South Carolina (12-4) beat LSU 
76-53. Next: at No. 7 Mississippi State, 
Thursday. 

22. Florida State (14-2) lost to Clemson 
57-45. Next: at Boston College, Thursday. 

23. Michigan State (12-3) did not play. 
Next: at Ohio State, Monday. 

24. California (10-5) lost to No. 19 Ari¬ 
zona State 62-61. Next: vs. Washington 
State, Friday. 

25. Indiana (15-2) beat Wisconsin 75- 
68. Next: vs. Northwestern, Wednesday. 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Boston College 59, Pittsburgh 55 
Creighton 65, St. John’s 63 
DePaul 66, Villanova 59 
Drexel 57, Delaware 40 
Marquette 72, Georgetown 62 
Rider 55, Siena 52 

Saint Joseph's 66, St. Bonaventure 41 
Seton Hall 79, Providence 73 
Syracuse 90, North Carolina 77 
Towson 92, Hofstra 68 
UConn 63, South Florida 46 
UMass 74, La Salle 60 
SOUTH 

Clemson 57, Florida St. 45 
Coll, of Charleston 66, William & Mary 
54 

Duquesne 60, George Mason 57 
Florida 58, Missouri 56 
Georgia 66, Tennessee 62 
James Madison 84, Northeastern 49 
Louisville 61, Georgia Tech 44 
Mississippi 55, Kentucky 49 
NC State 66, Virginia 38 
South Carolina 76, LSU 53 
UCF 56, Cincinnati 55 
UNC-Wilmington 75, Elon 70 
MIDWEST 

Bradley 61, Indiana St. 45 
Detroit 42, III.-Chicago 36 
Drake 84, Valparaiso 53 
Fordham 56, Saint Louis 53 
IUPUI 82, Oakland 53 
Illinois St. 72, Evansville 61 
Indiana 75, Wisconsin 68 
Kansas 61, Kansas St. 54 
Missouri St. 66, S. Illinois 51 
N. Iowa 64, Loyola of Chicago 52 
Notre Dame 78, Wake Forest 48 
Purdue 57, Northwestern 54 
Rutgers 62, Nebraska 56 
W. Illinois 92, North Dakota 80 
SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas 83, Vanderbilt 62 
Texas A&M 70, Alabama 43 
West Virginia 66, Oklahoma 55 
FAR WEST 

Arizona St. 62, California 61 
Oregon 72, UCLA 52 
Oregon St. 76, Southern Cal 52 
Stanford 78, Arizona 48 
Utah 58, Washington 43 
Washington St. 74, Colorado 48 


Jan. 15 

1965 — In one of the most notable 
trades in NBA history, the San Francisco 
Warriors deal Wilt Chamberlain to the 
Philadelphia 76ers for Connie Dierking, 
Lee Shaffer, Paul Neumann and cash. 

1967 - The NFL’s Green Bay Packers 
open the Super Bowl series by defeating 
the Kansas City Chiefs of the AFL, 35-10. 

1972 — Joe Frazier knocks out Terry 
Daniels in the fourth round at New Or¬ 
leans to retain the world heavyweight 
title. 

1978 — The Dallas Cowboys take ad¬ 
vantage of eight Denver turnovers en 
route to a 27-10 victory over the Broncos 
in the Super Bowl. 

1990 — Golden State coach Don Nelson 
becomes the second man in NBA history 
to appear in 1,000 games as a player and 
coach as the Warriors dropped a 144-105 
decision to the Indiana Pacers. Lenny 
Wilkens was the first to accomplish the 
feat. 

1994 — Ricky Watters of San Francisco 
scores an NFL postseason-record five 
touchdowns as the 49ers beat the New 
York Giants 44-3. 

1995 — San Diego linebacker Dennis 
Gibson twice knocks down passes in the 
end zone — the last one on fourth down 
— to preserve the Chargers’ biggest NFL 
victory, a 17-13 win over the Pittsburgh 
Steelers in the AFC championship. 

1997 — Patrick Lalime becomes the 
first goalie since NHL expansion in 1967 to 
open his career with a 15-game unbeaten 
streak as Pittsburgh beats Hartford 3-0. 


2000 — The Jacksonville Jaguars 
steamroll their way into the history books 
and the AFC championship game. In the 
second-most overpowering playoff per¬ 
formance ever, the Jaguars rout the Mi¬ 
ami Dolphins 62-7. The 55-point margin is 
the second-largest in playoff history. 

2004 — Michelle Wie snoots a respect¬ 
able round of 2-over 72, leaving her nine 
strokes behind the leader after one round 
at the PGA Sony Open in Honolulu. Wie, 
14, is believed to be the youngest player 
ever on the PGA Tour. 

2005 — Michelle Kwan wins her ninth 
title at the U.S. Figure Skating Champion¬ 
ships, tying Marlbel Vinson for the all- 
time record. 

2011 - Sixth-seeded Green Bay routs 
the Falcons 48-21 in Atlanta as Aaron Rod¬ 
gers throws for three touchdowns and 
runs for one. 

2012 — New York’s Eli Manning throws 
three touchdown passes and the Giants 
shock the Green Bay Packers 37-20 in an 
NFC divisional playoff game. The Packers, 
15-1 in the regular season, become the 
seventh consecutive Super Bowl champ 
not to advance to the Super Bowl the next 
year. 

2017 — Aaron Rodgers throws a 36- 
yard pass to a toe-dragging Jared Cook 
on the sideline, and Mason Crosby kicks 
a 51-yard field goal on the next play as 
time expires, sending Green Bay to the 
NFC championship game with its eighth 
straight win while thwarting a Dallas rally 
in a 34-31 victory in the divisional round 
of the playoffs. 


Australian Open 

Monday 

at Melbourne Park 
Melbourne, Australia 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Marin Cilic (6), Croatia, def. Bernard 
Tomic, Australia, 6-2, 6-4, 7-6 (3). 

Mackenzie Mcdonald, United States, 
def. Andrey Rublev, Russia, 6-4, 6-4, 2-6, 
6-4. 

Radu Albot, Moldova, def. Michael 
Mmoh, United States, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4, 6-2. 

Fernando Verdasco (26), Spain, def. 
Miomir Kecmanovic, Serbia, 7-6 (5), 6-3, 
6-3. 

Roberto Bautista-Agut (22), Spain, def. 
Andy Murray, Britain, 6-4, 6-4, 6-7 (5), 6-7 
(4), 6-2. 

John Millman, Australia, def. Federico 
Delbonis, Argentina, 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (3), 6-2. 

Yoshihito Nishioka, Japan, def. Tennys 
Sandgren, United States, 6-4, 7-6 (5), 4-6, 
6-4. 


6- 3. 

Stefanos Tsitsipas (14), Greece, def. 
Matteo Berrettini, Italy, 6-7 (3), 6-4, 6-3, 

7- 6 (4). 

Viktor Troicki, Serbia, def. Roberto 
Carballes Baena, Spain, 6-1, 1-6, 2-6, 6-1, 
6-4. 

Stefano Travaglia, Italy, def. Guido An- 
dreozzi, Argentina, 6-7 (3), 6-2, 6-3, 6-2. 

Nikoloz Basilashvili (19), Georgia, def. 
Christopher Eubanks, United States, 6-4, 
4-6, 7-6 (6), 6-3. 

Gael Monfils (30), France, def. Damir 
Dzumhur, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 6-0, 6-4, 
6-0. 

Taylor Fritz, United States, def. Cam¬ 
eron Norrie, Britain, 6-3, 7-6 (6), 6-2. 

Daniel Evans, Britain, def. Tatsuma Ito, 
Japan, 7-5, 6-1, 7-6 (8). 

Roger Federer (3), Switzerland, def. 
Denis Istomin, Uzbekistan, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4. 

Kevin Anderson (5), South Africa, def. 
Adrian Mannarino, France, 6-3, 5-7, 6-2, 
6-1. 

Frances Tiafoe, United States, def. 
Prajnesh Gunneswaran, India, 7-6 (7), 6- 

3, 6-3. 

Jordan Thompson, Australia, def. Feli¬ 
ciano Lopez, Spain, 6-1, 7-6 (0), 6-3. 

Andreas Seppi, Italy, def. Steve John¬ 
son (31), United States, 6-4, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3. 

Grigor Dimitrov (20), Bulgaria, def. 
Janko Tipsarevic, Serbia, 4-6, 6-3, 6-1, 6- 

4. 

Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, def. Dusan La- 
jovic, Serbia, 6-4, 7-5, 6-1. 

Thomas Fabbiano, Italy, def. Jason 
Kubler, Australia, 6-4, 7-6 (1), 2-6, 6-3. 

Reilly Opelka, United States, def. John 
Isner (9), United States, 7-6 (4), 7-6 (6), 6- 
7 (4), 7-6 (5). 

Tomas Berdych, Czech Republic, def. 
Kyle Edmund (13), Britain, 6-3, 6-0, 7-5. 

Robin Haase, Netherlands, def. Guill¬ 
ermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, 7-5, 6-4, 7-5. 

Denis Kudla, United States, def. Marc 
Polmans, Australia, 5-7, 1-6, 6-2, 6-3, 6-2. 

Diego Schwartzman (18), Argentina, 
def. Rudolf Molleker, Germany, 6-1, 6-3, 
4-6, 6-0. 

Alex de Minaur (27), Australia, def. Pe¬ 
dro Sousa, Portugal, 6-4, 7-5, 6-4. 

Henri Laaksonen, Switzerland, def. 
Mirza Basic, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 6-4,7-6 
(4), 4-6, 6-3. 

Matthew Ebden, Australia, def. Jan- 
Lennard Struff, Germany, 1-6, 6-4, 6-3, 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
National League 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Agreed 
to terms with 2B Brian Dozier on a one- 
year contract. Designated INF Matt Reyn¬ 
olds for assignment. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Named Sean 
Kugler as offensive line coach, Brian Nat- 
kin assistant offensive line coach, David 
Raih wide receivers coach and Steve 
Heiden tight ends coach. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Signed TE 
Billy Brown, CB Jalen Collins, OT Antonio 
Garcia, WR Krishawn Hogan, WR Steve 
Ishmael, QB Phillip Walker, OT De’Ondre 
Wesley, DT DeShawn Williams and DE 
Anthony Winbush to reserve/future con¬ 
tracts. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NHL - Fined Tampa Bay D Mikhail 
Sergachev $2,403.67 for cross-checking 
Buffalo F Johan Larsson during a Jan. 12 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Recalled G Cal¬ 
vin Pickard from Tucson (AHL). 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Recalled Fs Jordan 
Nolan and Jordan Kyrou from San Anto¬ 
nio (AHL). 

COLLEGE 

ALABAMA — S Deionte Thompson will 
enter the NFL draft. 

MICHIGAN — Fired gymnastics assis¬ 
tant coach Rhonda Faehn from her con¬ 
sulting role. 

NORTH CAROLINA STATE - Named 
Tony Gibson co-defensive coordinator 
and safeties coach. 


6-4. 

Rafael Nadal (2), Spain, def. James 
Duckworth, Australia, 6-4,6-3, 7-5. 

Women 

First Round 

Petra Kvitova (8), Czech Republic, def. 
Magdalena Rybarikova, Slovakia, 6-3, 6- 
2 . 

Irina-Camelia Begu, Romania, def. An¬ 
drea Petkovic, Germany, 6-7 (3), 4-3, ret. 

Belinda Bencic, Switzerland, def. Kat¬ 
erina Siniakova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 2-6, 
6-3. 

Yulia Putintseva, Kazakhstan, def. 
Barbora Strycova (32), Czech Republic, 
6-4, 7-6 (1). 

Lesia Tsurenko (24), Ukraine, def. Ekat¬ 
erina Alexandrova, Russia, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Amanda Anisimova, United States, 
def. Monica Niculescu, Romania, 7-6 (3), 
6-4. 

Katie Boulter, Britain, def. Ekaterina 
Makarova, Russia, 6-0,4-6, 7-6 (6). 

Aryna Sabalenka (11), Belarus, def. 
Anna Kalinskaya, Russia, 6-1,6-4. 

Ashleigh Barty (15), Australia, def. 
Luksika Kumkhum, Thailand, 6-2, 6-2. 

Yafan Wang, China, def. Ellen Perez, 
Australia, 6-4, 6-0. 

Astra Sharma, Australia, def. Priscilla 
Hon, Australia, 7-5, 4-6, 6-1. 

Maria Sakkari, Greece, def. Jelena Os¬ 
tapenko (22), Latvia, 6-1, 3-6, 6-2. 

Maria Sharapova (30), Russia, def. 
Harriet Dart, Britain, 6-0, 6-0. 

Rebecca Peterson, Sweden, def. Sora- 
na Cirstea, Romania, 6-4, 6-1. 

Johanna Larsson, Sweden, def. Vera 
Lapko, Belarus, 7-6 (5), 3-0, ret. 

Caroline Wozniacki (3), Denmark, def. 
Alison van Uytvanck, Belgium, 6-3,6-4. 

Sloane Stephens (5), United States, 
def. Taylor Townsend, United States, 6- 
4, 6-2. 

Timea Babos, Hungary, def. Ons Ja- 
beur, Tunisia, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (3). 

Marketa Vondrousova, Czech Repub¬ 
lic, def. Evgeniya Rodina, Russia, 6-3, 6-2. 

Petra Martic (31), Croatia, def. Heath¬ 
er Watson, Britain, 6-1,6-2. 

Anett Kontaveit (20), Estonia, def. Sara 
Sorribes Tormo, Spain, 6-3, 6-2. 

Aliaksandra Sasnovich, Belarus, def. 
Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium, 6-1, 6-1. 

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova, Russia, 
def. Monica Puig, Puerto Rico, 6-4, 6-3. 

Kiki Bertens (9), Netherlands, def. Ali¬ 
son Riske, United States, 6-3, 6-3. 

Danielle Rose Collins, United States, 
def. Julia Goerges (14), Germany, 2-6, 7-6 
(5), 6-4. 

Sachia Vickery, United States, def. 
Ysaline Bonaventure, Belgium, 2-6, 6-4, 
6-4. 

Zoe Hives, Australia, def. Bethanie 
Mattek-Sands, United States, 6-1, 6-2. 

Caroline Garcia (19), France, def. Jes- 
sika Ponchet, France, 6-2, 6-3. 

Donna Vekic (29), Croatia, def. Kristina 
Mladenovic, France, 6-2, 6-4. 

Kimberly Birrell, Australia, def. Paula 
Badosa Gibert, Spain, 6-4, 6-2. 

Beatriz Haddad Maia, Brazil, def. Ber- 
narda Pera, United States, 6-3, 5-7, 6-4. 

Angelique Kerber (2), Germany, def. 
Polona Hercog, Slovenia, 6-2, 6-2. 


Fight schedule 

Jan. 18 

At Verona, N.Y., Bryant Jennings vs. 
Oscar Rivas, 12, for Jennings’ IBF Interna- 
tional-WBO-NABO heavyweights titles; 
Jason Sosa vs. Moises Delgadillo, 10, 
super featherweights; Carlos Adames 
vs. JUan Ruiz, 10, super welterweights. 
Shakur Stevenson vs. Jessie Cris Rosales, 
10, featherweights. 

At Madison Square Garden Theater, 
New York, Demetrius Andrade vs. Artur 
Akavov, 12, for Andrade’s WBO middle¬ 
weight title; Jorge Linares vs. Pablo Cesar 
Cano, 12, for Linares’ WBC International 
Silver super lightweight title; Chris Algieri 
vs. Daniel Gonzalez, 10, welterweights. 

Jan. 19 

At MGM Grand, Las Vegas, Manny 
Pacquiao vs. Adrien Broner, 12, for Pac- 
quiao’s WBA welterweight title; Badou 
Jack vs. Marcus Browne, 12, for the WBA 
interim light heavyweight title; Rau’shee 
Warren vs. Nordine Oubaali, 12, for the 
vacant WBC bantamweight title; Jhack 
Tepora vs. Hugo Ruiz, 12, for Tepora’s in¬ 
terim WBA featherweight title. 

At Barclays Center, New York, Keith 
Thurman vs. Josesito Lopez, 12, for Thur¬ 
man’s WBA Super World welterweight 
title; Tugstsogt Nyambayar vs. Claudio 
Marrero, 12, for the vacant IBO feather¬ 
weight title; Adam Kownacki vs. Gerald 
Washington, 10, heavyweights. 

At Houston, Jaime Munguia vs. 
Takeshi Inoue, 12, for Munguia’s WBO 
junior middleweight title; Jesus Rojas vs. 
Xu Can, 12, for Rojas' WBA featherweight 
title; Joshua Franco vs. Lucas Fernandez, 
10, for the vacant NABF bantamweight 
title; Alberto Melian vs. Edgar Ortega, 10, 
super bantamweights; Vergil Ortiz Jr. vs. 
Jesus Barrayan, 10, super lightweights. 
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Scoreboard 


Curry hits 11 threes 
in victory over Nlavs 


Associated Press 

DALLAS — Stephen Curry 
scored 48 points, making 11 three- 
pointers, and the Golden State 
Warriors held off the Dallas Mav¬ 
ericks 119-114 on Sunday night. 

Kevin Durant added 28 points 
and Klay Thompson had nine of 
his 16 in the fourth quarter. 

Both Curry and Warriors coach 
Steve Kerr credited Durant for 
switching play calls to get Curry 
shots rather than taking shots of 
his own. 

“That was just [Durant] taking 
the initiative, knowing that I had a 
hot hand going,” Curry said. “Call 
it a decoy in terms of him being 
in the action, but allowing me to 
work. The way they were defend¬ 
ing us, it just made sense tonight.” 

Curry’s 11th three-pointer 
— tying a season high — gave the 
Warriors a 117-114 lead. 

“We just couldn’t get Curry 
under control,” Mavericks coach 
Rick Carlisle said. “He was bril¬ 
liant tonight.” 

Draymond Green blocked Jalen 
Brunson’s drive at the other end 
and secured the loose ball. The 
Mavericks forced a miss, but Har¬ 
rison Barnes turned the ball over 
in the frontcourt with 5 seconds 
left. Curry sealed the game with 
free throws. 

Luka Doncic scored 26 points 
for Dallas and Barnes had 22. 
Brunson had 12 off the bench in 
30 minutes, in place of the injured 
J. J. Barea and Dennis Smith Jr. 

Magic 116, Rockets 109: 
Nikola Vucevic and Aaron Gordon 
each scored 22 points and host 
Orlando took advantage of James 
Harden’s awful three-point shoot¬ 
ing to beat Houston. 

Harden scored 38 points to push 
his run of 30-point games to 16, 
but was l-for-17 from three-point 
range to tie Damon Stoudamire’s 
NBA record for misses in a game. 
Stoudamire was 5-for-21 from 
three-point range for Portland on 
April 15,2005. Harden was 11-for- 
32 overall from the field, made 15 
of 16 free throws and had 12 as¬ 
sists and nine rebounds. 

Evan Fournier and Terrence 
Ross each had 17 points for 
Orlando. 


Raptors 140, Wizards 138, 
20T): Serge Ibaka hit a three- 
pointer with 15 seconds left in 
the second overtime and visiting 
Toronto outlasted Washington for 
its fifth straight victory despite 
blowing a 23-point lead. 

Kawhi Leonard led Toronto 
with 41 points and 11 rebounds. 

Bradley Beal had his second 
triple-double of the season for 
Washington, finishing with sea¬ 
son highs of 43 points and 15 re¬ 
bounds and adding 10 assists. 

Nuggets 116, Trail Blazers 
113: Nikola Jokic scored a sea¬ 
son-high 40 points, Jamal Murray 
fought through a bloody lip to add 
24 and host Denver beat Portland. 

Jokic finished a point off his ca¬ 
reer high. He added 10 rebounds 
and eight assists, just missing his 
sixth-triple double of the season. 
Murray’s lip was bloodied when 
he took an elbow to the mouth 
from Jusuf Nurkic on a drive to 
the basket in the third quarter. 

Cavaliers 101, Lakers 95: 
Cedi Osman scored 20 points, 
Collin Sexton added 17 and visit¬ 
ing Cleveland beat Los Angeles to 
end a 12-game losing streak. 

Kyle Kuzma had 29 points and 
nine rebounds for the Lakers, 
who have lost two straight and 
five of seven. 

Bucks 133, Hawks 114: Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo scored 33 
points, Eric Bledsoe added 24 
points and 10 assists, and Milwau¬ 
kee won in coach Mike Budenhol- 
zer’s return to Atlanta. 

Khris Middleton finished with 
17 points and 11 rebounds to help 
the Bucks improve to 30-12, sec¬ 
ond-best in the NBA. Coming off 
a loss at Washington that Ante¬ 
tokounmpo missed with injuries, 
Milwaukee is 12-0 following a 
defeat and remained the league’s 
only team not to drop consecutive 
games. 

76ers 108, Knicks 105: Ben 

Simmons had 20 points, 22 re¬ 
bounds and nine assists, and Joel 
Embiid scored 26 points to help 
visiting Philadelphia beat New 
York. 

Emmanuel Mudiay missed a 
three-pointer at the buzzer, for 
the Knicks, who have lost four 
straight and 19 of 22. 



John Raoux/AP 


The Rockets’ James Harden, left, and the Magic’s Evan Fournier go 
after a loose ball during the second half on Sunday. 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


Pet GB 

33 12 .733 - 

28 16 .636 4V4 


Toronto 
Philadelphia 

Boston Z3 11 .333 072 

Brooklyn 21 23 .477 1114 

New York 10 33 .233 22 

Southeast Division 

Miami 21 20 .512 - 

Charlotte 19 23 .452 214 

Orlando 19 24 .442 3 

Washington 18 26 .409 414 

Atlanta 13 30 .302 9 

Central Division 

Milwaukee 30 12 .714 - 

Indiana 28 14 .667 2 

Detroit 18 23 .439 1114 

Chicago 10 33 .233 2014 

Cleveland 9 35 .205 22 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 24 18 .571 - 

San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Dallas 
Memphis 

Northwest Division 

Denver 29 13 .690 

Oklahoma City 26 16 .619 

Portland 26 18 .591 

Utah 23 21 .523 

Minnesota 21 22 .488 

Pacific Division 


19 .568 
23 .465 
23 .465 
19 23 .452 


14 .674 - 

24 18 .571 414 

23 21 .523 614 

22 21 .512 7 

11 33 .250 1814 


Golden State 
L.A. Clippers 
L.A. Lakers 
Sacramento 
Phoenix 

Saturday’s games 

Detroit 109, L.A. Clippers 104 
Miami 112, Memphis 108 
Orlando 105, Boston 103 
Minnesota 110, New Orleans 106 
Oklahoma City 122, San Antonio 112 
Phoenix 102, Denver 93 
Sacramento 104, Charlotte 97 
Utah 110, Chicago 102 

Sunday’s games 
Philadelphia 108, New York 105 
Toronto 140, Washington 138 
Milwaukee 133, Atlanta 114 
Orlando 116, Houston 109 
Golden State 119, Dallas 114 
Denver 116, Portland 113 
Cleveland 101, L.A. Lakers 95 
Monday’s games 
Boston at Brooklyn 
Memphis at Houston 
Charlotte at San Antonio 
Detroit at Utah 
Portland at Sacramento 
New Orleans at L.A. Clippers 
Tuesday’s games 
Minnesota at Philadelphia 
Phoenix at Indiana 
Oklahoma City at Atlanta 
Miami at Milwaukee 
Golden State at Denver 
Chicago at L.A. Lakers 

Wednesday’s games 
Orlando at Detroit 
Brooklyn at Houston 
Milwaukee at Memphis 
Toronto at Boston 
San Antonio at Dallas 
Cleveland at Portland 
New Orleans at Golden State 
Utah at L.A. Clippers 

Sunday 

76ers 108, Knicks 105 

PHILADELPHIA - Butler 7-15 2-2 16, 
Chandler 2-5 2-2 7, Embiid 9-24 8-12 26, 
Simmons 10-13 0-2 20, Redick 6-13 7-8 22, 
Muscala 2-5 1-2 6, Bolden 0-2 0-0 0, McCo¬ 
nnell 3-4 0-0 6, Korkmaz 0-1 0-0 0, Shamet 

1- 5 2-2 5. Totals 40-87 22-30 108. 

NEW YORK - Knox 12-23 3-4 31, Thom¬ 
as 2-4 0-0 4, Vonleh 0-3 3-6 3, Mudiay 7-17 
4-4 19, Dotson 2-5 2-3 8, Hezonja 3-6 3-3 
9, Kornet 7-13 6-8 23, Ntilikina 4-11 0-2 8, 
Trier 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 37-86 21-30 105. 
Philadelphia 36 30 17 25-108 

New York 24 26 32 23-105 

Three-point Goals—Philadelphia 6-20 
(Redick 3-8, Chandler 1-2, Muscala 1-3, 
Shamet 1-4, Bolden 0-1, Embiid 0-2), New 
York 10-31 (Knox 4-9, Kornet 3-8, Dotson 

2- 3, Mudiay 1-5, Thomas 0-1, Hezonja 0-1, 
Ntilikina 0-1, Vonleh 0-1, Trier 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Philadelphia 56 
(Simmons 22), New York 34 (Knox 7). As¬ 
sists—Philadelphia 22 (Simmons 9), New 
York24 (NtiIikina6).Total Fouls-Philadel- 
phia 21, New York 21. A-18,596 (19,812). 

Magic 116, Rockets 109 

HOUSTON - House Jr. 5-13 0-014, Tuck¬ 
er 2-6 4-4 8, Capela 8-12 1-2 17, Harden 11- 
32 15-16 38, Rivers 10-14 1-1 25, Ennis III 

1-2 0-2 2, Clark 0-0 0-0 0, Chriss 0-0 2-2 2, 
Green 1-7 0-0 3. Totals 38-86 23-27 109. 

ORLANDO - Isaac 2-5 2-2 7, A.Gordon 
8-15 4-4 22, Vucevic 9-16 3-4 22, Augustin 

3- 7 2-2 9, Fournier 6-11 6-6 19, Iwundu 2- 
8 4-5 8, Birch 3-4 1-1 7, Briscoe 2-5 0-0 5, 
Ross 6-14 3-4 17. Totals 41-85 25-28 116. 

Houston 26 33 29 21-109 

Orlando 18 34 34 30-116 

Three-point Goals—Houston 10-42 
(Rivers 4-7, House Jr. 4-7, Green 1-7, 
Harden 1-17, Tucker 0-4), Orlando 9-24 
(A.Gordon 2-3, Ross 2-7, Isaac 1-1, Briscoe 

1-2, Vucevic 1-3, Augustin 1-3, Fournier 

1-4, Iwundu 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Houston 38 (Capela 10), Orlan¬ 
do 45 (Vucevic 9). Assists—Houston 20 
(Harden 12), Orlando 25 (Vucevic 6). Total 
Fouls—Houston 21, Orlando 21. Techni¬ 
cals—Houston coach Rockets (Defensive 
three second). A-16,982 (18,846). 



Richard W. Rodriguez/AP 


Warriors guard Stephen Curry, left, drives against the Mavericks’ 
Jalen Brunson on Sunday. Curry hit 11 three-pointers in the victory. 


Raptors 140, 

Wizards 138 (20T) 

TORONTO - Leonard 15-29 8-9 41, 
Siakam 9-16 6-6 24, Ibaka 3-9 2-3 10, Lowry 

4- 15 2-3 12, D.Green 5-12 3-4 16, Anunoby 

2-6 3-3 7, Powell 3-5 1-2 9, Monroe 1-1 2-4 4, 
Wright 7-11 2-2 17. Totals 49-104 29-36 140. 

WASHINGTON - Ariza 8-16 3-6 23, 
J.Green 4-11 2-2 12, Bryant 8-13 1-1 18, 
Satoransky 2-13 0-0 4, Beal 17-36 3-7 43, 
Porter Jr. 10-19 2-2 27, Brown Jr. 3-3 0-0 7, 
Dekker 0-3 0-0 0, Mahinmi 2-3 0-0 4, Ran¬ 
dle 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 54-119 11-18 138. 
Toronto 36 25 37 26 7 9-140 

Washington 21 29 34 40 7 7-138 

Three-point Goals—Toronto 13-36 
(Leonard 3-6, D.Green 3-8, Powell 2-3, Iba¬ 
ka 2-3, Lowry 2-10, Wright 1-2, Anunoby 
0-2, Siakam 0-2), Washington 19-44 (Beal 
6-12, Porter Jr. 5-10, Ariza 4-10, J.Green 

2-6, Brown Jr. 1-1, Bryant 1-2, Satoran¬ 
sky 0-3). Fouled Out—Ariza, Siakam. Re¬ 
bounds—Toronto 58 (Siakam 19), Wash¬ 
ington 52 (Bryant 11). Assists—Toronto 
24 (Lowry 11), Washington 36 (Beal 15). 
Total Fouls—Toronto 27, Washington 28. 
Technicals—J.Green. A-16,919 (20,356). 

Cavaliers 101, Lakers 95 

CLEVELAND - Hood 6-14 5-5 18, Os¬ 
man 8-17 2-4 20, Thompson 7-14 1-2 15, 
Sexton 7-14 2-4 17, Burks 4-10 7-8 17, Blos- 
somgame 1-3 0-0 2, Zizic 0-1 0-0 0, Del- 
lavedova 1-4 0-0 3, Payne 0-1 0-0 0, Clark¬ 
son 4-11 0-0 9. Totals 38-89 17-23 101. 

L.A. LAKERS - Ingram 8-14 5-8 22, 
Kuzma 11-23 5-9 29, McGee 1-3 0-0 2, Ball 

5- 14 1-2 13, Hart 3-12 2-2 9, Beasley 3-7 

2-3 8, Mykhailiuk 1-2 0-0 3, Zubac 2-3 1-1 
5, Chandler 0-0 0-0 0, Stephenson 0-4 0- 
2 0, Caldwell-Pope 2-9 0-0 4. Totals 36-91 

16- 27 95. 

Cleveland 32 19 24 26-101 

L.A. Lakers 24 22 19 30- 95 

Three-point Goals—Cleveland 8-21 
(Burks 2-5, Osman 2-6, Dellavedova 1- 
1, Clarkson 1-2, Sexton 1-2, Hood 1-5), 
L.A. Lakers 7-34 (Kuzma 2-7, Ball 2-8, In¬ 
gram 1-2, Mykhailiuk 1-2, Hart 1-8, Ste¬ 
phenson 0-1, Caldwell-Pope 0-6). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Cleveland 52 
(Thompson 14), L.A. Lakers 51 (Kuzma 9). 
Assists—Cleveland 18 (Burks 4), L.A. Lak¬ 
ers 21 (Ball 8). Total Fouls-Cleveland 21, 
L.A. Lakers 22. Technicals—Stephenson. 
A—18,997 (18,997). 

Warriors 119, Mavericks 114 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 10-21 6-7 28, 
Green 2-6 0-0 4, Looney 1-3 0-0 2, Curry 

17- 32 3-3 48, Thompson 7-20 0-0 16, McK- 
innie 4-5 0-0 10, Jerebko 1-4 0-0 3, Bell 0-2 
0-0 0, Livingston 1-2 0-0 2, Iguodala 2-4 1- 

2 6. Totals 45-99 10-12 119. 

DALLAS - Barnes 6-15 6-6 22, Kleber 

2- 7 2-2 6, Jordan 5-8 3-5 13, Doncic 8-18 
5-8 26, Matthews 3-11 0-0 8, Finney-Smith 

3- 7 0-0 7, Nowitzki 1-3 0-0 3, Powell 3-7 2- 

3 8, Harris 4-5 0-1 9, Brunson 3-10 4-4 12. 
Totals 38-91 22-29 114. 

Golden State 25 37 30 27-119 

Dallas 29 25 34 26-114 


Three-point Goals—Golden State 19- 
45 (Curry 11-19, McKinnie 2-3, Durant 2- 
4, Thompson 2-11, Jerebko 1-1, Iguodala 
1-3, Looney 0-1, Green 0-3), Dallas 16-38 
(Doncic 5-10, Barnes 4-10, Brunson 2-3, 
Matthews 2-6, Nowitzki 1-2, Harris 1-2, 
Finney-Smith 1-3, Kleber 0-1, Powell 0-1). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Golden 
State 49 (Jerebko 8), Dallas 51 (Jordan 
14). Assists—Golden State 26 (Green 7), 
Dallas 21 (Matthews, Doncic 5). Total 
Fouls—Golden State 22, Dallas 14. Tech¬ 
nicals—Jerebko, Dallas coach Rick Carl¬ 
isle. A—20,340 (19,200). 

Bucks 133, Hawks 114 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 8-19 1-2 17, 
Antetokounmpo 9-17 14-19 33, Lopez 4-6 
0-0 9, Bledsoe 9-13 4-4 24, Brogdon 5-13 

3-4 14, Ilyasova 2-5 0-0 5, Smith 0-1 2-2 2, 
Wilson 3-3 0-2 8, Hill 5-7 0-0 11, Brown 2-4 
0-0 5, Snell 2-4 0-0 5, Connaughton 0-0 0-0 
0. Totals 49-92 24-33 133. 

ATLANTA - Bembry 7-15 2-2 18, Collins 

6-17 1-1 13, Spellman 4-9 1-2 13, Young 7- 
16 11-13 26, Huerter 3-9 3-4 11, Prince 3-6 
0-0 7, Len 5-8 2-2 12, Lin 2-10 3-4 7, Carter 
1-4 0-0 3, Dorsey 0-1 0-0 0, Anderson 1-1 
1-2 4. Totals 39-96 24-30 114. 

Milwaukee 35 29 31 38-133 

Atlanta 32 23 29 30-114 

Three-point Goals—Milwaukee 11-30 
(Wilson 2-2, Bledsoe 2-6, Snell 1-1, Brown 
1-2, Ilyasova 1-2, Hill 1-3, Lopez 1-3, An¬ 
tetokounmpo 1-3, Brogdon 1-5, Smith 
0-1, Middleton 0-2), Atlanta 12-38 (Spell¬ 
man 4-7, Huerter 2-5, Bembry 2-6, Prince 
1-1, Anderson 1-1, Carter 1-4, Young 1-5, 
Dorsey 0-1, Collins 0-4, Lin 0-4). Fouled 
Out—Len, Lopez. Rebounds—Milwaukee 
39 (Middleton 11), Atlanta 54 (Collins 
11). Assists—Milwaukee 28 (Bledsoe 10), 
Atlanta 19 (Lin 5). Total Fouls—Milwau¬ 
kee 25, Atlanta 30. Technicals—Antetok¬ 
ounmpo, Lopez. A—16,292 (18,118). 

Nuggets 116, 

Trail Blazers 113 

PORTLAND - Layman 5-6 2-2 13, 
Aminu 2-7 4-4 9, Nurkic 5-14 2-2 12, Lillard 
8-21 8-8 26, McCollum 7-19 0-0 18, Leon¬ 
ard 3-6 0-0 7, Collins 3-4 0-0 8, Curry 2-3 
0-0 4, Turner 4-5 5-6 13, Stauskas 1-3 0-0 
3. Totals 40-88 21-22 113. 

DENVER - Craig 1-4 1-1 3, Millsap 4-7 

3-3 11, Jokic 15-23 6-8 40, Murray 9-18 5-5 
24, Beasley 5-9 0-0 13, Hernangomez 0-1 
0-0 0, Plumlee 4-7 0-1 8, Lydon 0-0 0-0 0, 
Morris 5-6 0-0 10, Barton 2-6 2-2 7. Totals 
45-81 17-20 116. 

Portland 32 28 28 25-113 

Denver 34 24 35 23-116 

Three-point Goals—Portland 12-34 
(McCollum 4-10, Collins 2-3, Lillard 2-10, 
Stauskas 1-1, Layman 1-2, Leonard 1-3, 
Aminu 1-5), Denver 9-22 (Jokic 4-7, Bea¬ 
sley 3-5, Barton 1-2, Murray 1-5, Hernan¬ 
gomez 0-1, Craig 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Portland 39 (Aminu 12), 
Denver 35 (Jokic 10). Assists—Portland 
25 (Lillard 7), Denver 21 (Jokic 8). Total 
Fouls—Portland 22, Denver 20. Techni¬ 
cals—Denver coach Nuggets (Defensive 
three second). A-19,520 (19,520). 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 46 35 9 2 72 189 133 

Toronto 44 28 14 2 58 158 122 

Boston 45 26 15 4 56 131 116 

Montreal 46 24 17 5 53 138 139 

Buffalo 45 23 16 6 52 131 130 

Florida 44 17 19 8 42 138 160 

Detroit 47 17 23 7 41 133 160 

Ottawa 46 17 24 5 39 143 178 

Metropolitan Division 
Washington 44 27 12 5 59 154 128 

Columbus 45 27 15 3 57 148 139 

Pittsburgh 45 25 14 6 56 161 132 

N.Y. Islanders 44 25 15 4 54 134 117 

Carolina 45 22 18 5 49 123 130 

N.Y. Rangers 45 18 20 7 43 126 157 

New Jersey 44 17 20 7 41 128 148 

Philadelphia 45 16 23 6 38 123 160 

Western Conference 

Central Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Winnipeg 45 29 14 2 60 156 128 

Nashville 47 27 16 4 58 145 122 

Dallas 46 23 19 4 50 121 122 

Colorado 45 20 17 8 48 151 144 

Minnesota 44 22 19 3 47 124 125 

St. Louis 43 19 20 4 42 121 134 

Chicago 47 16 22 9 41 137 171 

Pacific Division 

Calgary 47 30 13 4 64 173 133 

San Jose 47 27 13 7 61 167 141 

Vegas 48 28 16 4 60 146 127 

Anaheim 46 19 18 9 47 112 140 

Vancouver 47 21 21 5 47 136 148 

Edmonton 45 21 21 3 45 126 144 

Arizona 45 20 22 3 43 116 130 

Los Angeles 46 18 25 3 39 105 136 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Saturday’s games 
New Jersey 3, Philadelphia 2 
N.Y. Rangers 2, N.Y. Islanders 1 
Boston 3, Toronto 2 
Columbus 2, Washington 1, OT 
Tampa Bay 5, Buffalo 3 
Montreal 3, Colorado 0 
Detroit 5, Minnesota 2 
Vegas 4, Chicago 3, OT 
St. Louis 3, Dallas 1 
Arizona 3, Edmonton 2 
San Jose 4, Ottawa 1 
Los Angeles 5, Pittsburgh 2 
Sunday’s games 
Carolina 6, Nashville 3 
Columbus 7, N.Y. Rangers 5 
Winnipeg 4, Anaheim 3, OT 
Vancouver 5, Florida 1 
N.Y. Islanders 5, Tampa Bay 1 
Calgary 7, Arizona 1 

Monday’s games 
Chicago at New Jersey 
Colorado at Toronto 
Minnesota at Philadelphia 
St. Louis at Washington 
Montreal at Boston 
Buffalo at Edmonton 

Tuesday’s games 
New Jersey at Columbus 
St. Louis at N.Y. Islanders 
Carolina at N.Y. Rangers 
Florida at Montreal 
Anaheim at Detroit 
Washington at Nashville 
Los Angeles at Minnesota 
Vegas at Winnipeg 
Tampa Bay at Dallas 
Pittsburgh at San Jose 

Wednesday's games 
Colorado at Ottawa 
Boston at Philadelphia 
Buffalo at Calgary 
Edmonton at Vancouver 
San Jose at Arizona 

Sunday 

Islanders 5, Lightning 1 

Tampa Bay 0 1 0-1 

N.Y Islanders 3 1 1-5 

First Period—1, N.Y. Islanders, Nelson 
16 (Eberle, Barzal), 1:21 (pp). 2, N.Y. Is¬ 
landers, Clutterbuck 3 (Cizikas, Martin), 
4:27. 3, N.Y. Islanders, Toews 3, 4:43. 

Second Period—4, N.Y. Islanders, 
Cizikas 11 (Martin, Clutterbuck), 11:03. 
5, Tampa Bay, McDonagh 5 (Stamkos, 
Pal at), 18:12. 

Third Period—6 , N.Y. Islanders, Bailey 
10 (Lee, Leddy), 19:08. 

Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 6-22-11— 
39. N.Y. Islanders 10-14-4—28. 

Power-play opportunities—Tampa 
Bay 0 of 3; N.Y. Islanders 1 of 1. 

Goalies—Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 18-5- 
2 (27 shots-23 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Gre- 
iss 13-8-1 (39-38). 

A—11,193 (15,795). T-2:27. 

Canucks 5, Panthers 1 

Florida 0 0 1-1 

Vancouver 0 1 4-5 

Second Period—1, Vancouver, Eriks¬ 
son 8,12:32. 

Third Period-2, Florida, Vatrano 13 
(Borgstrom, Ekblad), 5:29. 3, Vancouver, 
Hutton 5 (Beagle, Stecher), 7:20. 4, Van¬ 
couver, Boeser 15 (Eriksson), 17:43. 5, 
Vancouver, Beagle 2 (Eriksson, Horvat), 
19:22. 6, Vancouver, Granlund 7 (Motte, 
Pouliot), 19:49. 

Shots on Goal—Florida 8-7-9—24. Van¬ 
couver 13-14-9—36. 

Power-play opportunities—Florida 0 
of 2; Vancouver 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Florida, Luongo 8-11-1 (34 
shots-31 saves). Vancouver, Markstrom 
18-12-4 (24-23). 

A-18,610 (18,910). T-3:20. 


Jets 4, Ducks 3 (OT) 

Anaheim 2 10 0-3 

Winnipeg 1111-4 

First Period —1, Anaheim, Gibbons 1 
(Montour, Rowney), 2:19. 2, Anaheim, 
Rakell 6 (Sprong, Rowney), 16:14. 3, Win¬ 
nipeg, Wheeler 9 (Scheifele, Morrissey), 
19:00 (pp). 

Second Period—4, Winnipeg, Laine 
25 (Little), 2:24. 5, Anaheim, Cogliano 3 
(Sprong, Rowney), 15:48. 

Third Period—6 , Winnipeg, Chiarot 4 
(Copp, Tanev), 14:05. 

Overtime-7, Winnipeg, Little 10 
(Trouba), 4:49. 

Shots on Goal—Anaheim 7-13-8-3—31. 
Winnipeg 11-11-5-7—34. 

Power-play opportunities—Anaheim 0 
of 2; Winnipeg 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Anaheim, Gibson 15-14-8 (34 
shots-30 saves). Winnipeg, Heilebuyck 
20-13-1 (31-28). 

A—15,321 (15,321). T-2:32. 

Blue Jackets 7, Rangers 5 

N.Y. Rangers 2 1 2-5 

Columbus 2 3 2-7 

First Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Strome 7 
(Fast, Chytil), 4:34. 2, Columbus, Panarin 
17 (Dubois, Atkinson), 5:08. 3, Colum¬ 
bus, Duclair 10 (Murray, Nutivaara), 8:55. 
4, N.Y. Rangers, Kreider 21 (Georgiev, 
Nieves), 17:56. 

Second Period—5, Columbus, Atkin¬ 
son 26 (Werenski), 14:00. 6, Columbus, 
Sedlak 2 (Nash, Bjorkstrand), 17:49. 7, 
N.Y. Rangers, Zuccarello 6 (Zibanejad), 
18:58. 8, Columbus, Foligno 11 (Murray, 
Anderson), 19:58. 

Third Period—9, Columbus, Savard 3 
(Panarin), 5:29. 10, N.Y. Rangers, Zucca¬ 
rello 7 (Shattenkirk), 15:00. 11, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Vesey 11 (Howden, Smith), 16:48.12, 
Columbus, Foligno 12,18:14. 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 7-9-11— 
27. Columbus 19-12-9-40. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 0 of 3; Columbus 0 of 5. 

Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Georgiev 6- 
8-0 (40 shots-33 saves). Columbus, Bo¬ 
brovsky 19-13-1 (27-22). 

A-17,417 (18,500). T-2:33. 

Hurricanes 6, Predators 3 

Nashville 0 2 1-3 

Carolina 2 3 1-6 

First Period—1, Carolina, Aho 19, 
15:44. 2, Carolina, Maenalanen 2 (Faulk, 
de Haan), 18:15. 

Second Period—3, Nashville, Sissons 
10 (Ellis, Josi), 2:48. 4, Carolina, Aho 20 
(Ferland, Teravainen), 3:08 (pp). 5, Caro¬ 
lina, Wallmark 4 (McGinn, Slavin), 8:35. 

10:11 (pp). 7, Nashville, Forsberg 17 (Josi, 
Bonino), 14:29 (sh). 

Third Period—8 , Nashville, Forsberg 18 
(Johansen, Arvidsson), 13:33.9, Carolina, 
Aho 21 (Pesce, Teravainen), 16:59 (sh). 

Shots on Goal—Nashville 6-7-10-23. 
Carolina 12-12-10-34. 

Power-play opportunities—Nashville 
0 of 5; Carolina 2 of 5. 

Goalies—Nashville, Saros 10-5-1 (13 
shots-13 saves), Rinne 17-11-3 (20-15). 
Carolina, Mrazek 9-9-2 (23-20). 

A-16,347 (18,680). T-2:28. 

Flames 7, Coyoyes 1 

Arizona 0 1 0-1 

Calgary 2 2 3-7 

First Period—1, Calgary, Giordano 8 
(Mangiapane, Ryan), 16:51. 2, Calgary, 
Monahan 25 (Giordano, Gaudreau), 
17:59. 

Second Period—3, Calgary, Tkachuk 
22 (Frolik, Backlund), 1:36. 4, Calgary, 
Gaudreau 27 (Monahan, Frolik), 17:20. 5, 
Arizona, Oesterle 4 (Goligoski, Stepan), 
19:44 (pp). 

Third Period—6 , Calgary, Tkachuk 23 
(Brodie, Backlund), 4:20. 7, Calgary, Gior¬ 
dano 9 (Lindholm, Brodie), 6:16. 8, Cal¬ 
gary, Bennett 7 (Jankowski, Neal), 7:15. 

Shots on Goal—Arizona 5-12-6—23. 
Calgary 11-7-8-26. 

Power-play opportunities—Arizona 1 
of 3; Calgary 0 of 1. 

Goalies—Arizona, Hill 7-5-0 (26 shots- 
19 saves). Calgary, Smith 13-9-1 (23-22). 

A-17,849 (19,289). T-2:25. 

Calendar 

Jan. 25 — All-Star Skills Competition, 
San Jose, Calif. 

Jan. 26 — All-Star Game, San Jose, Ca¬ 
lif. 

Feb. 23 — Stadium Series, Pittsburgh 
at Philadelphia, Lincoln Financial Field. 

April 6 — Last day of regular season. 

April 10 — Stanley Cup playoffs begin. 

Scoring leaders 

Through Sunday, January 13,; 


Nikita Kucherov, TB 
Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 
Mikko Rantanen, COL 
Connor McDavid, EDM 


46 22 

47 27 
45 20 
44 27 


Nathan MacKinnon, COL 45 26 

Brayden Point, TB 46 29 

Patrick Kane, CHI 46 25 

Mitchell Marner, TOR 44 17 

Blake Wheeler, WPG 45 9 

Sean Monahan, CGY 47 25 

Mark Scheifele, WPG 45 24 

Sidney Crosby, PIT 42 20 

Matthew Tkachuk, CGY 47 23 

Leon Draisaitl, EDM 45 23 


2019 
A PTS 

53 75 
42 69 

48 68 
40 67 

40 66 
32 61 
35 60 

41 58 

49 58 

32 57 
32 56 
35 55 
31 54 

31 54 



Jay LaPrete/AP 


Blue Jackets goalie Sergei Bobrovsky makes a save in front of teammate Scott Harrington, center, and 
the Rangers’ Vladislav Namestnikov during the first period on Sunday in Columbus, Ohio. 

Roundup 


Foligno, Bobrovsky help 
Blue Jackets edge Rangers 


Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — After 
winning their past two games 
in overtime, the Columbus Blue 
Jackets went up by three goals 
in the third period Sunday night 
against the New York Rangers 
and appeared ready to hit cruise 
control. 

It wasn’t going to be that easy, 
though. 

The Rangers scored two quick 
goals later in the third to turn a 
rout into a tight game down the 
stretch. It wasn’t until Nick Fo¬ 
ligno scored a wrap-around goal 
with 1:21 left that Columbus had 
some breathing room on the way 
to a 7-5 victory. 

Foligno scored twice and Sergei 
Bobrovsky returned from a team 
suspension to stop 22 shots for the 
Blue Jackets, who have won four 
of the past five and jumped Pitts¬ 
burgh to move into second place 
behind Washington in the Metro¬ 
politan Division. 

“It’s a weird game when you’re 
up 6-3 and they’re pushing and 
pressing and get some flukey 
ones,” Foligno said. “But we stuck 
with it and did the right things 
and found a way to get the job 
done. That’s what you have to do 
—you don’t care how it gets done, 
just get those two points.” 

Cam Atkinson and Artemi Pan¬ 
arin each had a goal and an assist, 
Ryan Murray had two assists and 
nine other Blue Jackets picked up 
points in the offensive explosion. 
Columbus had 19 shots in the first 
period and outshot the Rangers 
40-27 for the game. 


“We had the puck all night 
long,” Columbus coach John Tor- 
torella said. 

Mats Zuccarello had two goals, 
and Ryan Stome, Chris Kreider 
and Jimmy Vesey also scored for 
New York, which has lost six of 
the last seven and is languishing 
near the bottom of the Metro. 

Rangers coach David Quinn 
channeled the salty Tortorella 
in his postgame comments, re¬ 
ferring to his team’s effort as “a 
freakin’ joke.” The Rangers, he 
said, lacked what he called “a bit 
of a snarl.” 

“[Columbus is] a team that 
competes hard on pucks and tests 
your mettle, and we failed miser¬ 
ably tonight,” Quinn said. “Mis¬ 
erably. Our lack of determination 
on one-on-one battles, fishing for 
pucks. You do that in this league, 
that’s what happens ....” 

Bobrovsky — who had been 
benched for Thursday’s game for 
violating a team policy and didn’t 
play in Saturday’s overtime win 
over Washington — wasn’t terrif¬ 
ic, but held off the Rangers after 
they pulled the goalie for a sixth 
skater late in the game. 

Islanders 5, Lightning 1: Casey 
Cizikas and Cal Clutterbuck each 
had a goal and an assist, Thomas 
Greiss stopped 38 shots, and host 
New York beat league-leading 
Tampa Bay. 

The Islanders had three goals 
in the opening five minutes and 
went on to get their 11th win in 14 
games. 

Ryan McDonagh had a goal 
and Andrei Vasilevskiy finished 
with 23 saves for Tampa Bay, 


which was 18-1-1 in its previous 
20 and lost in regulation for just 
the ninth time this season. 

Jets 4, Ducks 3 (OT): Bryan 
Little scored at 4:49 of overtime 
as host Winnipeg beat Anaheim 
and extended the Ducks’ losing 
streak to a franchise-record 11 
games. 

Blake Wheeler, Patrik Laine 
and Ben Chiarot also scored and 
Connor Heilebuyck made 28 
saves to help the Jets improve to 
5-2-0 in their past seven games. 

Hurricanes 6, Predators 3: Se¬ 
bastian Aho had three goals and 
an assist to lead host Carolina 
past Nashville. 

Justin Williams, Saku Mae¬ 
nalanen and Lucas Wallmark 
also scored for Carolina, which 
won for the seventh time in eight 
games and earned its fifth con¬ 
secutive victory at home. 

Nashville, which had earned 
at least a point in seven straight 
games, got two goals from Filip 
Forsberg. 

Canucks 5, Panthers 1: Loui 
Eriksson had a goal and two as¬ 
sists as Vancouver dealt Florida 
its sixth straight loss. 

Ben Hutton, Markus Granlund, 
Brock Boeser and Jay Beagle also 
scored for Vancouver. 

Flames 7 , Coyotes 1: Mark 
Giordano had two goals and an 
assist in his 800th career game 
and host Calgary routed Arizona. 

Matthew Tkachuk scored two 
goals, and Sean Monahan, Johnny 
Gaudreau and Sam Bennett also 
scored for Calgary, which has 
won five straight and improved to 
8-1-1 in its past 10. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/GOLF/MLB 



Michigan center Jon Teske reacts after making a basket against 
Northwestern in Ann Arbor, Mich., on Sunday. The No. 2 Wolverines 
won 80-60 to improve to 17-0 this season. 


Top 25 roundup 


No. 2 Michigan rolls 
past Northwestern 


Kuchar all smiles after Sony Open 



Matt York/AP 


Matt Kuchar holds the champions trophy after the final round of the 
Sony Open on Sunday at Waialae Country Club in Honolulu. 


Associated Press 

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Zavier 
Simpson is Michigan’s gritty point 
guard, and Jon Teske is the 7-foot- 

1 center. Together, they anchor 
the Wolverines’ stellar defense. 

When they suddenly start mak¬ 
ing three-pointers as well, there’s 
not much an opponent can do. 

Simpson scored a career-high 
24 points and Teske tied a ca¬ 
reer high with 17, leading No. 

2 Michigan to an 80-60 victory 
over Northwestern on Sunday 
night. Simpson made five three- 
pointers and Teske made three. 
With the win, the Wolverines are 
off to their best start in program 
history. 

Michigan (17-0, 6-0 Big Ten) 
started 16-0 on two previous oc¬ 
casions, including once before 
under coach John Beilein, in 
2012-13. 

“We’ve had some great teams, 
and I hate comparing great to 
great,” Beilein said. “But I do say 
that this team has the capacity 
— if we get that out of those two, I 
wouldn’t like to guard that.” 

Before Sunday, Teske had made 
five three-pointers in 77 games 
at Michigan. Simpson had shot 
28 percent beyond the arc in his 
2Vi seasons with the Wolverines. 
They made eight of Michigan’s 11 
three-pointers on Sunday. 

“We were going to live with 
some Simpson threes and some 
Teske threes,” Northwestern 


coach Chris Collins said. “Give 
those guys credit.” 

Northwestern (10-7, 1-5) was 
without leading scorer Vic Law, 
who was out with a lower-body 
injury. The Wildcats lost by two to 
the Wolverines last month — one 
of only two Michigan games this 
season decided by single digits 
— but this one was no contest. 

Dererk Pardon scored 20 points 
for Northwestern. 

The Wolverines have matched 
the longest winning streak in 
school history. They won 17 in a 
row in 1985 before losing in the 
NCAA Tournament. 

Michigan and Virginia are the 
only unbeaten teams remaining 
in Division I. 

No. 6 Michigan State 71, 
Penn State 56: Nick Ward had 
16 points and 11 rebounds to lead 
the visiting Spartans past the Nit- 
tany Lions. 

Matt McQuaid added 15 points 
and Cassius Winston chipped 
in 11 for Michigan State (15-2, 
6-0 Big Ten), which has won 10 
straight. The Spartans also beat 
Penn State (7-10, 0-6) for the 10th 
consecutive time. 

Kenny Goins added 10 rebounds 
for the Spartans, who only trailed 
for 10 seconds and led by as many 
as 21 with 6:44 to play. 

Lamar Stevens led Penn State 
(7-10, 0-6) with 20 points. Myles 
Dread, Josh Reaves and Mike 
Watkins all scored 11 points. 


By Doug Ferguson 

Associated Press 

HONOLULU — Matt Kuchar 
never had a PGA Tour season end 
so soon. 

He shot 74 on Labor Day and 
failed to advance out of the second 
round of the FedEx Cup playoffs 
for the first time in 10 years. He 
was never in serious contention 
all year. The captain’s picks for 
the Ryder Cup were announced 
the next day. Kuchar wasn’t even 
considered, left off a U.S. team for 
the first time since 2009. 

Four months later, the view is 
so much different. 

The rainbow that stretched 
across the Oahu sky on Sunday 
looked magical when Kuchar 
turned to raise his arms after one 
last birdie for a 4-under 66, which 
gave him a four-shot victory in 
the Sony Open. 

Kuchar had gone 115 starts on 
tour without winning. Now he has 
won two of his last three. 

“Crazy to comprehend,” he 
said. 

This was much harder than 
reading the fine print that he won 
by four shots over Andrew Put¬ 
nam with the third-lowest score 
in Sony Open history. 

Kuchar’s two-shot lead going 
into the final round was gone in 
four holes, and when he missed 
the green on No. 5 with a wedge, 
he was trailing for the first time 
all weekend. At the par-5 ninth, 
Kuchar and Putnam were in the 
same bunker short of the green. 
Putnam went first and blasted out 
to a few inches. Kuchar left his 10 
feet below the hole and was in 
jeopardy of falling two behind. 

He made the putt, one of sev¬ 
eral key moments the rest of the 
way. And right after Putnam’s 
lone mistake, a 9-iron into a deep 
bunker left of the 14th green that 
led to his only bogey in a round of 
68, Kuchar answered with back- 
to-back birdies and was headed to 


another victory. 

“Thrilled to have won two 
events this early in the year,” said 
Kuchar, the first multiple winner 
on the PGA Tour this season. “It 
absolutely sets up the year to be 
in great position for the FedEx 
Cup. There’s a lot of year left, and 
a lot of great things that are out 
there to be done.” 

It was only the second time in 
his career that he had multiple 
victories. The other was in 2013, 
when he won the Match Play 
Championship in February and 
the Memorial in early June, with 
three majors still to be played. 

Extra special to Kuchar was 
going up the 18th fairway with 
a comfortable margin. Winning 
was never this easy in his previ¬ 


ous eight victories. 

Then again, part of him likes it 
that way, whether he’s trying to 
recover from a bad start on Sun¬ 
day or even a bad year. 

“I love playing golf. I love how 
hard it is,” he said. “Golf is ad¬ 
dictive that way, in that if you’re 
not playing well you can’t wait to 
figure it out and make it better. 
If you’re playing well, shoot, it’s 
great. It’s awesome. You want it to 
never end. It’s a cycle of whether 
it’s good or bad that you have this 
quest to continue to play, to im¬ 
prove, to fix, whatever it is.” 

He goes to No. 22 in the world 
ranking and No. 2 in the FedEx 
Cup. He already has earned over 
$2.5 million in January, $800,000 
more than all of last season. 


Source: A’s, MLB meet with Murray 


By Janie McCauley 

Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Representatives of the Oak¬ 
land Athletics and Major League Baseball met Sun¬ 
day with Heisman Trophy winner Kyler Murray, a 
day before the Oklahoma quarterback’s deadline to 
enter the NFL Draft, a person with direct knowl¬ 
edge of the session said. 

The person spoke on the 
condition of anonymity Sun¬ 
day because the meeting was 
not made public. Oakland ex¬ 
ecutives remained confident 
as recently as the baseball 
winter meetings last month 
in Las Vegas that Murray 
would report to spring train¬ 
ing this year and pursue base¬ 
ball. MLB joined the efforts to 
persuade the dual-sport star, 
Murray sending someone from its mar¬ 
keting group to the meeting, 
the source said. 

The 5-foot-10,195-pound Murray’s Sooners lost in 
a college football playoff semifinal Dec. 29 to even¬ 
tual runner-up Alabama. 

Drafted last June in the first round as the ninth 
overall pick, the outfielder signed with Oakland for 


$4.66 million. There was an agreement between the 
team and Murray that he would play football this 
year, then skip his senior season to begin his pro 
baseball career — and A’s manager Bob Melvin as 
well as executive Billy Beane and general manager 
David Forst closely followed Oklahoma football in 
2018. 

“I can’t put it into words. Just thankful,” Murray 
said after the draft. “That’s a huge deal, the organi¬ 
zation letting me do that.” 

Murray showed off his skills taking batting prac¬ 
tice at the Coliseum in an A’s uniform back in June, 
greeted by “WELCOME TO OAKLAND” on the 
big scoreboard with his photo. Beane joked with 
super agent Scott Boras — who represents Mur¬ 
ray — about the prized prospect committing to 15 
years with the A’s, who reached the playoffs for the 
first time since 2014 before losing the AL wild-card 
game to the Yankees and the franchise is preparing 
to build a new ballpark near the popular Jack Lon¬ 
don Square neighborhood of the city. 

This past season for the Sooners, he completed 
260 of 377 passes for 4,361 yards and 42 touchdowns 
with seven interceptions and a passer rating of 199.2. 
He also rushed for 1,001 yards and 12 TDs. 

“We’re big Oklahoma fans right now for sure,” 
Melvin said at the winter meetings. “It’s kind of 
tough to watch them scramble around a little bit 
sometimes, but it’s exciting.” 
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN 


Murray limps out in first round 

Five-time finalist can’t rally on sore hip in what might be his last match 



Britain’s Andy Murray reacts during his first round match against Roberto Bautista Agut at the Australian 
Open on Monday in Melbourne, Australia. Agut won 6-4, 6-4, 6-7 (5), 6-7 (4), 6-2. 



Mark Schiefelbein/AP 


American John Isner reacts 
during his first round match 
against compatriot Reilly Opelka 
on Monday. 

No. 9 Isner 
eliminated 
in opener 

By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia — It 
was a bit as if John Isner was 
looking at a mirror-image across 
the net at the Australian Open 
on Monday, facing that rare guy 
who’s actually a tad taller than he 
is and can smack serves nearly as 
well. 

And so it was that, even though 
he hit more aces than his oppo¬ 
nent, 47-40, delivered more total 
winners, 79-64, and finished with 
more overall points, 147-142, Isner 

— for the first time in his career 

— failed to beat an American foe 
at a Grand Slam tournament. 

Reilly Opelka, ranked just 97th, 
earned his first victory in a main- 
draw match at any of the majors 
by edging the No. 9-seeded Isner 
in four tiebreakers 7-6 (4), 7-6 (6), 
6-7 (4), 7-6 (5). 

“There’s just a lot of things that 
are out of your control. That’s 
something I can relate to. I feel 
like when I’m playing well, that’s 
how my opponents think. And I 
was expecting that today; that I 
probably wouldn’t get to touch too 
many balls, too many serves, but 
I was hoping the same for him,” 
said Opelka, 21. “I know it’s awk¬ 
ward for both of us.” 

The 33-year-old Isner was a 
semifinalist at Wimbledon last 
year and entered the day with a 
9-0 record in all-U.S. contests at 
the Slams. 

But he does not often go up 
against someone with a similar 
profile: At 6-foot-ll, Opelka is an 
inch taller than Isner. 

Opelka sees the win as a vehicle 
to help avoid returning to tennis’ 
lower levels, such as the ITF Tran¬ 
sition Tour, where Opelka recalled 
one tournament this way: “Didn’t 
have any balls. Didn’t have any 
courts. Didn’t have any water.” 

For Isner, it’s the second year 
in a row that he bowed out in the 
opening round in Australia. 

In 2018, he began the season 
with six consecutive losses before 
turning things around and finish¬ 
ing with two titles and a pair of 
quarterfinals-or-better showings 
at majors. 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia — If 
this was it for Andy Murray, if 
this truly was it, he gave himself 
— and an appreciative, raucous 
crowd that included his mother 
and brother — quite a gutsy good¬ 
bye, the type of never-give-in 
performance he’s famous for. 

What Murray could not quite do 
Monday at the Australian Open 
was finish off a stirring come¬ 
back and prolong what might just 
be the final tournament of his 
career. 

Playing on a surgically repaired 
right hip so painful that pulling 
on socks is a chore, he summoned 
the strength and strokes to erase 
a big deficit and force a fifth set 
before eventually succumbing to 
22nd-seeded Roberto Bautista 
Agut 6-4, 6-4, 6-7 (5), 6-7 (4), 6-2, 
Murray’s first opening-round loss 
at a Grand Slam tournament in 11 
years. 

“If this was my last match ... I 
gave literally everything I had,” 
Murray told a full house at Mel¬ 
bourne Arena, his voice shaking. 
“It wasn’t enough tonight.” 

Murray, just 31, is a year re¬ 
moved from the operation, and 
he announced in the days leading 
up to the Australian Open that 
he will retire in 2019. The big¬ 
gest looming question is whether 
he’ll be able to make it to July for 
Wimbledon, where he won two of 
his three major titles, including 
the first for a British man in 77 
years. 

He had raised the prospect that 
he might not be able to continue 
past this week, although he did 
leave a bit of room for himself 
after Monday’s match, saying: 
“Maybe I’ll see you again. I’ll do 
everything possible to try. If I 
want to go again, I’ll need to have 
a big operation (and) there’s no 
guarantees I’ll be able to come 
back, anyway.” 

Even with a hitch in his gait, 
even as he leaned forward to rest 
his hands on his knees between 


points, Murray summoned the 
strength and the strokes to push 
the match beyond the 4-hour 
mark. 

And the fans tried to will him 
past Bautista Agut, who had lost 
in straight sets all three previous 
matches the two men had played. 

They roared when Murray 
managed to break back to 2-all 
on the way to taking the third 
set, with his mom, Judy, smil¬ 
ing widely as she stood alongside 
other spectators. 

They chanted his name when 
he grabbed the fourth set. 

They rose when the compelling 
contest ended. 

“Andy deserves this atmo¬ 
sphere. Andy deserves (that) all 
the people came to watch him,” 
Bautista Agut said. “He’s a tough, 
tough fighter. A tough opponent. 


He gives everything until the last 
point. I want to congratulate him 
for all he did for tennis.” 

Afterward, a video was shown 
in the stadium with tributes to 
Murray from various players, in¬ 
cluding rivals Roger Federer, Ra¬ 
fael Nadal and Novak Djokovic, 
along with Nick Kyrgios, Caroline 
Wozniacki, Karolina Pliskova and 
Sloane Stephens. 

“Amazing career. Congratula¬ 
tions, buddy,” Federer said. “I’m 
your biggest fan.” 

Federer opened his bid for a 
third consecutive Australian 
Open championship, and record 
seventh overall, with a 6-3, 6-4, 
6-4 victory over Denis Istomin at 
Rod Laver Arena. Nadal, whose 
17 career majors are second 
among men only to Federer’s 20, 
overpowered Australian wild¬ 
card entry James Duckworth 6-4, 
6-3, 7-5 earlier. 

Nadal, who had surgery on his 
right ankle in November, hadn’t 
competed since stopping during 
his U.S. Open semifinal in Sep¬ 
tember because of a bad knee. 

“It’s very difficult to start 
(again) after an injury,” Nadal 
said. “I know it very well.” 

Other major title winners who 
advanced on Day 1, when the 
temperature approached 90 de¬ 
grees, included defending cham¬ 
pion Wozniacki, Maria Sharapova 

— who beat Harriet Dart 6-0, 6-0 

— Angelique Kerber, Sloane Ste¬ 
phens and Petra Kvitova. 

Wozniacki saved a break point 
in the opening game but there 
was little trouble to follow as she 
beat Alison Van Uytvanck 6-3, 
6-4. Woznicaki, who saved both 
break points she faced, clinched 
the match on her third match 
point with a forehand to the open 


court. 

The highest-seeded player to 
exit was No. 9 John Isner, who hit 
47 aces but lost 7-6 (4), 7-6 (6), 6- 
7 (4), 7-6 (5) against 97th-ranked 
Reilly Opelka in an all-American 
match. 

The most attention, though, was 
drawn by Murray, who is as popu¬ 
lar for his success on the court as 
his attitude away from it. 

The stands were dotted with 
British and Scottish flags and 
with signs of support. When 
Bautista Agut entered, he was 
greeted by a smattering of polite 
applause. When Murray was in¬ 
troduced, there were full-throat¬ 
ed screams, followed by chants of 
his first name. 

As play began, Murray delight¬ 
ed his well-wishers every so often 
with terrific shots on a full sprint 
and his trademark, quick-reflex 
returns. When he flubbed a shot 
or otherwise let a point slide by, 
Murray displayed the muttering 
and leg-slapping self-contempt 
the world has come to know and 
expect — and, let’s face it, love 
— from the guy. 

For all that Murray accom¬ 
plished over the years, including 
reaching No. 1 in the rankings 
and winning a pair of Olympic 
singles gold medals, he never was 
able to leave Melbourne with the 
trophy, finishing as the runner- 
up five times. 

When Murray eventually suc¬ 
cumbed to his weariness — not 
to mention Bautista Agut — the 
arena speakers blared Queen’s 
“We are the Champions,” with 
its fitting line: “And we’ll keep on 
fighting ‘til the end.” 

If this was, indeed, the end, 
Murray did just that. 



Aaron Favila/AP 


Defending champion Caroline Wozniacki makes a backhand return 
to Belgium’s Alison van Uytvanck during the first round of the 
Australian Open. Wozniacki won 6-3, 6-4. 
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NFL PLAYOFFS 


Saints rally past champ Eagles 



Butch Dill/AP 


Eagles wide receiver Alshon Jeffery lies on the turf in front of Saints 
defensive end Cameron Jordan after the Saints intercepted a pass in 
the final minutes of the Saints 20-14 win in New Orleans. 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — When the 
New Orleans Saints finally found 
their rhythm, they marched one 
step closer to the Super Bowl. 

Using a dominant ball-control 
offense and a few gambles that 
paid off, the Saints got two touch¬ 
down passes from Drew Brees 
and two interceptions from Mar¬ 
cus Lattimore in a 20-14 victory 
over the Philadelphia Eagles. 

Brees took the Saints on scor¬ 
ing drives of 92, 79 and 67 yards 
after falling behind 14-0. Latti¬ 
more clinched it when Nick Foies’ 
pass from the Saints 27 deflected 
off usually sure-handed receiver 
Alshon Jeffery with about two 
minutes remaining. A couple 
dozen Saints players surged off 
the sideline toward the end zone 
in celebration, while Jeffery fell 
face-first to the turf in agony. 

“We were real calm and poised 
and we knew we were going to get 
things done,” Brees said. 

New Orleans (14-3) will host 
the NFC title game next week 
against the Rams (13-4). Los An¬ 
geles, which fell 45-35 at the Su¬ 
perdome in November, will try 
again next week, with the win¬ 
ner going to the Super Bowl. The 
Saints’ win finished off a sweep 
of the divisional round by teams 
coming off byes. 

Wil Lutz added two field goals 
for the Saints, who last got this far 
in 2009, when they won the Super 
Bowl. 

Philadelphia (10-8) will not 
repeat as NFL champion; no 
team has done so since the 2004 
Patriots. 

This was really two games in 


one. Philly scored on its first two 
drives as the Saints could do vir¬ 
tually nothing right. 

“Listen, they got off to a fast 
start, they’re a great team,” Brees 
said. “Nick Foies has done a phe¬ 
nomenal job for them. We knew it 
was going to be different than last 
time.” 

After that opening period, it 
was all New Orleans, yet the re¬ 
silient Eagles kept it close enough 
that when Lutz missed a 52-yard 
field goal with 2:58 remaining, 
they were only one-score behind. 

Foies, the hero of last year’s 
Super Bowl run, got them in po¬ 
sition for yet another late win¬ 


ning score — just like last week 
at Chicago and last February 
against New England for the 
championship. 

Then, Jeffery couldn’t handle 
a second-down pass, and it was 
over. 

“That’s a great championship 
team,” Saints coach Sean Payton 
said of the Eagles. “We remained 
confident.” 

Brees had 2-yard touchdown 
passes to rookie Keith Kirkwood 
and All-Pro wideout Michael 
Thomas, who had 12 receptions 
for a franchise playoff-record 171 
yards. 

Thomas’ touchdown capped an 


18-play, 92-yard drive in which 
the Saints actually covered more 
than 100 yards because of penal¬ 
ties. It lasted 11 Vi minutes. 

“What you saw from him today 
is what I see every day in prac¬ 
tice,” Brees said of Thomas. “He’s 
a big-time player who wants to be 
the guy to make plays.” 

Philadelphia had the ball for 
more than nine minutes in the 
first quarter, after which the Ea¬ 
gles had the ball about 13 minutes 
and never scored. 

New Orleans, which routed 
Philadelphia 48-7 in November, 
gambled on its first play — and 
lost. Brees was a bit short on a 
deep pass to Ted Ginn Jr., and it 
was picked off by Cre’Von LeB- 
lanc, one of several Eagles back¬ 
ups being used in the secondary 
due to injuries during the regular 
season. 

“I just think we had to find our 
rhythm,” Brees said. “I tried to 
take a shot on the first play. Un¬ 
fortunately, that didn’t work.” 

After the first quarter, though, 
a lot worked for New Orleans. 

Foies completed all five throws 
on a 76-yard drive capped by Jor¬ 
dan Matthews’ 37-yard TD catch. 
The Eagles, who quickly fell be¬ 
hind 17-0 in that previous Super- 
dome loss, suddenly led 7-0. 

Indeed, the visitors were in 
control until Lattimore picked 
off Foies’ deep throw to Zach 
Ertz. The Saints showed plenty of 
moxie on their 79-yard march to a 
touchdown, faking a punt at their 
30, with Taysom Hill running 4 
yards for a first down. They also 
went on fourth-and-goal from 
the 2, and Philadelphia’s rapidly 
depleting defense surrendered 
Kirkwood’s 2-yard touchdown. 


Foies denied fantastic finish in possible finale 


By Brett Martel 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — Nick Foies got the Phil¬ 
adelphia Eagles off to a fast start, only to be 
robbed of another fantastic finish by a veteran 
receiver’s uncharacteristic drop. 

“Football is a funny sport, especially play¬ 
off football. It’s tough,” Foies said after a tense 
20-14 divisional playoff loss in New Orleans on 
Sunday. “We started the game off hot, battled 
the rest of the game and gave ourselves an op¬ 
portunity to win at the end.” 

Indeed, Foies had the Eagles inside the 
Saints 30 with just less than two minutes left 
when his accurate slant pass bounced off of 
normally reliable receiver Alshon Jeffery’s 
hands and fell into the arms of Saints corner- 
back Marshon Lattimore, virtually sealing 
Philadelphia’s fate. 

“I honestly felt at the bottom of my heart that 
when we walked out on the field, we’d been in 
that situation so many times that we were going 
to find a way to score a touchdown,” said Eagles 
tight end Zach Ertz, whose 16-yard catch over 
the middle helped get Philadelphia’s final drive 
rolling. “We were really close. That’s how it’s 
been all year. We’ve been extremely close a lot 
of times, and it just wasn’t our year.” 

After all, Foies engineered late, go-ahead 
drives in the playoffs a week earlier and last 
season in the Super Bowl. 

Time will tell if that was Foies’ finale with 
Philadelphia. The Eagles might not be able to 
justify keeping him around as they continue 


to develop young franchise QB Carson Wentz. 

They must decide by mid-February if they 
want to exercise a $20 million option to keep 
Foies — likely as a backup — for 2019. 

But if this was it, Foies latest performance 
won’t tarnish his Eagles legacy. 

“We went out there and gave it everything 
we had tonight,” said Foies, who finished 18- 
for-31 passing for 201 yards, one touchdown 
passing, one short rushing TD and two inter¬ 
ceptions. “Everybody has to keep their head 
up high because that’s what it’s about. Some¬ 
times you win and sometimes you lose. I don’t 
have any regrets.” 

With his score on a keeper in the fourth 
quarter, Foies joined Pittsburgh QB Kordell 
Stewart and New York Jets running back Free¬ 
man McNeil as the only players in the Super 
Bowl era with at least one TD on a pass, catch 
and a run in their career playoff games. 

“There’s always throws you’d like to have 
back,” Eagles coach Doug Peterson said. “But 
the way he hung in there and battled and gave 
our offense a chance to go down there and pos¬ 
sibly win this football games, I thought overall 
he played pretty well.” 

Foies filled in memorably last season when 
Wentz had a knee injury and led the Eagles to 
their first NFL title since 1960, going 5-0 in 
games that he started and finished. 

Foies returned to the starting lineup after a 
back injury sidelined Wentz, and led the Eagles 
to four straight wins, including a 16-15 come¬ 
back win at Chicago in the wild-card round. 

Foies’ uncanny knack for staying poised 



Bill Feig/AP 


Eagles quarterback Nick Foies works in the 
pocket against Saints on Sunday. 

under pressure was no less evident in New 
Orleans than in his previous high-stakes tri¬ 
umphs. He largely mitigated the effects of the 
deafening din of the Superdome with his calm 
decisiveness. He was not sacked and made only 
one pivotal mistake — an underthrown down- 
field pass that was intercepted by Lattimore. 

Foies also could have used more time with 
the ball. The Saints dominated time of posses¬ 
sion by nearly 33 minutes to 12 during the last 
three quarters. 

“He’s a good quarterback, man. He got the 
ball out quick. He did a good job of surveying 
the defense and trying to find out where to fit 
the ball in,” Saints defensive tackle Tyeler Da¬ 
vison said. “He had good poise in the pocket. 
But at the end of the day, he can only do what 
he can do.” 


Scoreboard 


Playoffs 

Wild-card round 
Saturday, Jan. 5 

Indianapolis 21, Houston 7 
Dallas 24, Seattle 22 

Sunday, Jan. 6 

L.A. Chargers 23, Baltimore 17 
Philadelphia 16, Chicago 15 

Divisional round 
Saturday, Jan. 12 

Kansas City 31, Indianapolis 13 
L.A. Rams 30, Dallas 22 

Sunday, Jan. 13 

New England 41, L.A. Chargers 28 
New Orleans 20, Philadelphia 14 

Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 20 
NFC 

L.A. Rams at New Orleans 

AFC 

New England at Kansas City 

Pro Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 27 
At Orlando, Fla. 


16-49 31-137 


18-31-2 


2-45 

2-14 

28-38-1 


5-48.2 3-44.7 


Sunday 

Saints 20, Eagles 14 

14 0 0 0-14 

New Orleans 0 10 7 3-20 

First Quarter 

Phi—Matthews 37 pass from Foies (El¬ 
liott kick), 10:41. 

Phi—Foies 1 run (Elliott kick), 4:37. 

Second Quarter 

NO—Kirkwood 2 pass from Brees (Lutz 
kick), 7:23. 

NO-FG Lutz 45, :06. 

Third Quarter 

NO—Thomas 2 pass from Brees (Lutz 
kick), 1:40. 

Fourth Quarter 

NO-FG Lutz 39, 10:28. 

A—73,027. 

Phi NO 

First downs 15 25 

Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 4-30 11-84 

Time of Possession 22:10 37:50 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING—Philadelphia, Smallwood 
10-33, Agholor 1-12, Sproles 3-4, Foies 2- 
0. New Orleans, Kamara 16-71, Ingram 9- 
53, T.Hill 2-8, Smith 1-5, Brees 3-0. 

PASSING—Philadelphia, Foies 18-31-2- 
201. New Orleans, Brees 28-38-1-301. 

RECEIVING-Philadelphia, Jeffery 5- 
63, Ertz 5-50, Sproles 3-21, Tate 2-18, Mat¬ 
thews 1-37, Agholor 1-6, Smallwood 1-6. 
New Orleans, Thomas 12-171, Kamara 4- 
35, Ginn 3-44, J.Hill 3-7, Ingram 2-9, Kirk¬ 
wood 2-8, Smith 1-15, Watson 1-12. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-New Orleans, 
Lutz 52. 

Patriots 41, Chargers 28 

L.A. Chargers 7 0 7 14-28 

New England 14 21 3 3-41 

First Quarter 

NE—Michel 1 run (Gostkowski kick), 
7:49. 

LAC—K.AIIen 43 pass from P.Rivers 
(Badgley kick), 4:56. 

NE—Michel 14 run (Gostkowski kick), 
1:35. 

Second Quarter 

NE—Dorsett 15 pass from Brady (Gos¬ 
tkowski kick), 12:17. 

NE—Burkhead 6 run (Gostkowski 
kick), 6:04. 

NE—Michel 5 run (Gostkowski kick), 
1:43. 

Third Quarter 

NE-FG Gostkowski 28, 6:31. 

LAC—Gordon 1 run (Badgley kick), 
1:16. 

Fourth Quarter 

NE-FG Gostkowski 30, 12:23. 

LAC—Green 1 pass from P.Rivers 
(K.AIIen pass from P.Rivers), 7:38. 

LAC—Gates 8 pass from P.Rivers (pass 
failed), :59. 


A—65,878. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 5-33 9-75 

Time of Possession 21:40 38:20 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING—Los Angeles, Gordon 9-15, 


LAC 


25-51-1 

2-15 

6-39.5 


2-5, Patterson 1-3, Brady 2-(min_ 

PASSING-Los Angeles, P.Rivers 25-51- 
1-331. New England, Brady 34-44-0-343. 

RECEIVING—Los Angeles, T.Williams 
5-94, M.Williams 5-68, Gates 5-41, 
Ju.Jackson 3-22, Ekeler 3-19, K.AIIen 2- 
75, Gordon 1-11, Green 1-1. New England, 
White 15-97, Edelman 9-151, Dorsett 4-41, 
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NFL PLAYOFFS 


Pats flash dominance in win over Chargers 



Steven Senne/AP 


Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, left, and Chargers quarterback Philip Rivers speak at midfield after 
New England defeated Los Angeles 41-28 on Sunday in Foxborough, Mass. 


New England primed 
to face Kansas City 
in AFC championship 

By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — New 
England tight end Rob Gronkows- 
ki said the Patriots would take the 
night to enjoy it. Safety Devin Mc- 
Courty said it would be closer to 
just a few hours of celebration. 

However long the Patriots play¬ 
ers planned to relax after their 
dominating 41-28 divisional- 
round win over the Chargers on 
Sunday, this much is clear: A very 
good Kansas City Chiefs team is 
waiting in the AFC championship 
game. 

Meanwhile, in the losing locker 
room in Foxborough on Sunday, 
the Chargers headed back across 
the country after dropping their 
lone game of the season outside 
the state of California. 

New England needed a field 
goal from Stephen Gostkowski in 
the waning seconds to slip past the 
Chiefs 43-40 in one of the wildest 
games of the regular season in 
Week 6. Tom Brady had one of his 
best games of the season in the 
Oct. 14 victory over KC, throwing 
for 340 yards and a touchdown 
and running for another to earn 
his 200th career victory as start¬ 
ing quarterback. 

All of it was needed on a night 


in which counterpart Patrick Ma- 
homes rallied his team from a 24- 
9 halftime deficit, throwing for 
352 yards and four touchdowns in 
what was the Chiefs’ first loss of 
the season and his first as a start¬ 
ing quarterback. 

Now comes a rematch against a 
Kansas City team that oddsmak- 


ers have installed as an early fa¬ 
vorite. It will be rare air for the 
Patriots. 

Sunday’s win over the Chargers 
sent the Patriots to the conference 
title game for the eighth straight 
season. It will be the 13th confer¬ 
ence championship game appear¬ 
ance by the Patriots during the 


Tom Brady-Bill Belichick era. 

McCourty said despite their 
unprecedented run and perfor¬ 
mance Sunday, nobody in the Pa¬ 
triots locker room believes they 
can just show up and win at Ar¬ 
rowhead Stadium. 

“You go to eight straight AFC 
championship games, you’re in 


* I just like winning. ’ 

Tom Brady 

New England Patriots quarterback 


the playoffs 10 years in a row, you 
kind of get in a mode like it’ll keep 
happening, it’ll be there,” Mc¬ 
Courty said. “But this is a special 
group, and I think we’re starting 
to realize that we have one oppor¬ 
tunity to try to take advantage of 
everything that’s in front of us.” 

New England got three first- 
half touchdowns from rookie 
Sony Michel to set the early tone 
against the Chargers. He finished 
with 129 yards rushing, his fifth 
100-yard rushing game of the 
season. 

The Patriots scored touchdowns 
on their first four possessions, 
building a 35-7 halftime lead. 

Buoyed by the run game, Brady 
was in vintage form at age 41, 
completing 34 of 44 for 343 yards 
and a touchdown. He improved 
to 8-0 as a starter against Philip 
Rivers, who drops to 1-8 against 
New England all-time. 

Afterward, Brady acknowl¬ 
edged that he heard the voices 
this season who doubted the Pa¬ 
triots and thought “we can’t win 
any games.” 

Asked if he thought the win 
might have quieted those voices, 
he simply smiled and paused. 

“I just like winning,” he said. “I 
just like winning.” 


High-profile rematches with Super Bowl on the line 


Average points per game 


By Jay Cohen 

Associated Press 

Tom Brady versus Patrick Ma- 
homes. Drew Brees against Jared 
Goff. 

Two high-profile rematches 
with the Super Bowl on the line. 

The NFL’s highest-scoring of¬ 
fenses face off in the conference 
championships on Sunday. Brady 
leads the New England Patriots 
into Kansas City to take on Ma- 
homes and the Chiefs, and Brees 
and the New Orleans Saints host 
Goff and the Los Angeles Rams. 

“We’ll see how it goes,” Pa¬ 
triots coach Bill Belichick said. 
“Well-coached, they have a lot of 
explosive players. We had a tre¬ 
mendous game with them here 
earlier. That was a long time ago. 
We’ll see where we are now, see 
where they are.” 

New England hosted Kansas 
City way back on Oct. 14, and 
Brady passed for 340 yards and 
a touchdown in a 43-40 victory 
that was the Chiefs’ first loss of 
the season. Mahomes’ 75-yard 
touchdown pass to Tyreek Hill 
tied it with 3:03 left, but Brady 
drove the Patriots to Stephen 
Gostkowski’s 28-yard field goal 
as time expired. 

The AFC championship game 
is Brady’s first trip to Kansas 
City since he threw two intercep¬ 
tions and was sacked twice in an 
ugly 41-14 loss on “Monday Night 
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Football” on Sept. 29, 2014. 

“It’ll be a tough game,” Brady 
said. “They’re well-coached. 
They’ve got a good offense.... It’s 
going to be a lot of fun to go back 
there and play in a championship 
game and try to advance.” 

New Orleans (14-3) and Los 


32.9 

B No. 2: 

Rams 
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New 

England 

Patriots 


Angeles (14-3) played their own 
wild shootout on Nov. 4. Wil Lutz’s 
54-yard field goal got the lead 
for the Saints with 6:23 left, and 
Brees found Michael Thomas for 
a clinching 72-yard touchdown in 
a 45-35 victory. 

“When we come out there, 


we feel like no one can stop us,” 
Thomas said of his connection 
with Brees. “I just feel like we 
keep building every week. We 
have a thing, and it’s hard for the 
other team to stop.” 

The Saints averaged 31.5 points 
this season on their way to the 
NFC South title, ranking third in 
the NFL behind the Chiefs (35.3 
points per game) and Rams (32.9) 
and ahead of the Patriots (27.3). 

It’s the first time in the Super 
Bowl era that the NFL’s top four 
scoring offenses all reached the 
conference championships. 

But New Orleans’ defense 
played a crucial role in its 20-14 
win over Philadelphia in the divi¬ 
sional round on Sunday. Marshon 
Lattimore had two interceptions, 
including one on the Eagles’ final 
drive, and the Saints erased an 
early 14-0 deficit. 

“We were real calm and poised 
and we knew we were going to get 
things done,” Brees said. 

Los Angeles advanced by 
powering its way to a 30-22 win 
against Dallas on Saturday. C.J. 
Anderson had 123 yards and two 
touchdowns on the ground, and 
Todd Gurley rushed for 115 more 
yards and another TD. 

“Our sense of focus and the 
sense of urgency have gone up 
tremendously,” guard Rodger 
Saffold said. 

New England (12-5) also 


showed off its rushing attack in 
a 41-28 win against the Los An¬ 
geles Chargers on Sunday. Sony 
Michel rushed for 129 yards and 
three TDs. 

The Patriots scored on their 
first four possessions on their 
way to a 35-7 halftime lead. 

“The ability to execute early 
and get things going sets a lot of 
things up,” wide receiver Julian 
Edelman said. “It shows that 
we had a good week of practice, 
executed well in practice and it 
carried over and went into the 
game.” 

Kansas City (13-4) is headed 
for its first AFC title game in 25 
years after rolling to a 31-13 vic¬ 
tory over the Indianapolis Colts 
on Saturday. Mahomes, who is 
one of the favorites for the NFL 
MVP award, passed for 278 yards 
and rushed for a score in his play¬ 
off debut. 

“This is what we work for,” 
Chiefs linebacker Dee Ford said. 
“We just want to keep this thing 
rolling. Enjoy it now but keep it 
rolling.” 

AP Pro Football Writer Barry Wilner and 
AP Sports Writers Greg Beacham in 
Thousand Oaks, Calif., Kyle Hightower 
in Foxborough, Mass., Brett Martel 
in New Orleans and Dave Skretta in 
Kansas City, Mo., contributed to this 
report. Jay Cohen can be reached at 
https://twitter.com/jcohena; More 
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/NFL and 
https://twitter.com/AP_NFL 
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Raising the stakes 



Conference championships match NFL’s top 4 scoring offenses»p ag e31 
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